3

Ecclesiastes 7:15-29




        7-8-99

“I’ve Seen It All!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Listen in on a very old mans wisdom. He has been through a lot. Studied much. Experienced women, wealth, & the world.

2. DOUBLE FISTED! (15-20)
2.1. (15a) “I’ve seen it all!”
2.1.1. (15b) Jeremiah asked(12:1) “Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why are those happy who deal so treacherously?”
2.1.1.1. David answers in Psalm 37 & Asaph does in Ps. 73.
2.2. (16-18) What’s this saying? Is it a warning against “extremism?”(no) Is it saying “play it safe & have the best of both worlds?”(no)
2.2.1. No it’s not saying, “don’t be too holy”, “don’t be too wicked”…”sin to a moderate degree!”
2.2.2. It is not cautioning against possessing too much real rt. 
2.2.3. The tense of the verbs in Hebrew give the meaning “do not claim to be rt. & wise”.
2.2.3.1. You are still on the way & have not arrived yet. {Phil.3:12-14 “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”}

2.2.4. That’s why God balances our life w/trials & triumphs – to keep you from getting proud & set in your ways. 


2.2.5. So, he was condemning the self-rt. of the hypocrite & false wisdom of the proud, & he warned that the sins led to destruction(16b) & death(17b).
2.2.5.1. 1 Cor.1:30 “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God; and righteousness and sanctification and redemption;” – Jesus is both Rt. & Wisdom to the believer, don’t try to manufacture these yourself!

2.2.5.2. Also note: (16) “do not be overly rt.” must line up w/vs.20.
2.2.6. (18) Grasp both true rt. & true wisdom! 
2.2.6.1. How? Walk in the fear of God(18b)!
2.3. (19) “Power from w/in is needed more than advice from w/o.”

2.3.1. Oliver Wendell Holmes said, “A moment's insight is sometimes worth a life's experience.”

2.3.2. Swindoll defined Wisdom as “The God-given ability to see life w/rare objectivity & to handle life w/rare stability.”
2.4. (20) G. K. Chesterton, the famous philosopher/theologian, was once asked, "What do you think of civilization?" Chesterton said, "I think it's a great idea. Why doesn't somebody start one." 
2.4.1. Later on, after seeing a series of articles on "What's Wrong with the World?" Chesterton sent a short letter to the editor. "Dear Sir: Regarding your article 'What's Wrong with the World?' I am. Yours truly, G. K. Chesterton."


2.4.2. All are guilty before God!
2.4.2.1. Ps. 14:3 “They have all turned aside, They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one.”
2.4.2.2. Ps.16:2 “O my soul, you have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, My goodness is nothing apart from You."

2.4.3. We are all guilty of the sin of omission ”does Good”(omit, forget to do), & commission “does not sin”(commit sin)!



3. EAR PLUGS!  (21-22)
3.1. (21) Spurgeon told his students that they “ought to keep one blind eye & one deaf ear. You cannot stop people’s tongues & therefore the best thing to do is stop your own ears & never mind what is spoken.”
3.1.1. Who is more fault in gossip the talker or the “listener”!

3.1.2. It not only takes two to fight, it takes two to tango…I mean two to gossip also!
3.1.2.1. Great minds talk about ideas; mediocre minds talk about things; small minds talk about other people.
3.1.3. Satan may want to use criticism as a weapon to batter us; but if we let Him, God can use it as a tool to build us!
3.1.4. There is a sign that reads… “Look beyond the critic!”
3.2. (22) “Many times” - We are all “multiple offenders!”
3.2.1. Communication is so difficult. I can repeat the exact words of someone else & yet tell a lie, by the way I convey it!
3.2.2. “Actions don't always speak louder than words-your tongue can undo everything you do.”
3.2.2.1. Poem – “A wise old owl sat on an oak, The more he saw the less he spoke; The less he spoke the more he heard; Why aren't we like that wise old bird?” (Edward H. Richards)

4. INACCESSIBILITY OF WISDOM!  (23-26)
4.1. “But it was far from me” - Even Solomon, in all his God-given wisdom, could not understand all that exists!
4.1.1. This wise man knows that he does not know!…& this is what helps to make him wise!”


4.2. (26) Solomon had been snared by so many---he ought to know!
4.2.1. Didn’t he go after them? (yes his fault,…but he thought he was stronger & smarter then to get snared into her trap of idolatry)
4.2.2. So how do you flee from her? Fear God & seek to please Him(26b)

5. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN!   (27-29)
5.1. (28b) One man in a 1000 = 1/10th of 1% as the L.A.B. says. And not one woman (i.e. wisdom was scarce!)
5.1.1. Wait a minute…not one woman…is this “Solomonic chauvinism”? 
5.1.2. It wasn’t that women were less intelligent!
5.1.3. He spoke highly of women: {An excellent wife is the crown of her husband (Prov.12:4); He who finds a wife finds a good thing,( Prov.18:22); a prudent wife is from the LORD (Prov.19:14); Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies (Prov 31:10 & all); & Song of Sol.; & in Prov. 8 he personifies wisdom as a woman!}
5.1.4. Women in that day did not have the freedom, nor the status, to have learning equal to a man.

5.1.5. It was considered a judgment of God for women to rule over the land (See Is.3:12) 
5.2. (29) Here’s what I found (6 times/find or found)…the whole human race is bound by sin!
5.2.1. God made man(Adam) upright(morally good) – but he disobeyed, fell, & now all men are sinners who seek out many schemes.

6. Communion:
6.1. Ps.73
6.1.1. Intro: Asaph – (Start & finish & in-between) – vs.17 transition – 21-24 “hold me, guide me, receive me” .
6.1.2. Vs.28 – Have you trusted in the Lord? – Are you now? - Have there been areas where that truth has been challenged this week?
6.1.2.1. Draw Near to God tonight!
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