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Ecclesiastes 8






      7-22-99

“…it will be well w/those who Fear God!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Here again the preacher (Sol.) deals with the problem with evil in this world. 
1.1.1. Q: Why doesn’t God stop evil? Why does He let it start? Why not stop it before a certain point?
1.1.2. During the darkest dark period of WWII one asked a friend “why doesn’t God stop the war?” His friends answer, “because He never started it!”
1.1.3. Has anyone stopped to think of the “Problem of Good?” – Where does all “good” come from? – Can “matter” produce the beautiful & enjoyable things we have in our world, even in the midst of much evil?


2. Q & A! (1)
2.1. (1a) Q: Who’s wise? – Who has the proper interpretation of life?
2.2. (1b) A: A man with wisdom….spiritual wisdom!
2.2.1. God’s wisdom helps us to figure out all of men’s enigmas, the puzzles of life, the questions & riddles of life! 
2.3. Shining face/hard appearance – Dispel gloom & brighten those hard situations w/Gods wisdom! 

3. HUMAN GOVERNMENT! (2-9)
3.1. As much as possible, submit to authority, do what you are told, & keep your promises!
3.1.1. Civil Disobedience is rare!
3.2. Over the years millions have been oppressed by bad rulers!
3.2.1. Starting with Nimrod in Gen.10 – later Pharaoh, Neb., the Caesars, & many in between. 
3.2.2. Just in our last ½ a century: We have Castro/Cuba makes his appearance in ’59(wow 40 years! – Look what he’s done to that country!); Nicolae Ceausescu/Romania(wife Elena) executed in 1989; lately Malosovich/Yugoslavia 1999; And of course all the leaders of the former U.S.S.R. – 70 years of decline. 
3.2.3. Even Solomon himself was guilty of putting his own people under a yoke of bondage.
3.2.3.1. “Then Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, "Your father made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your father, and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you." 1 Kings 12:3,4
3.2.3.2. Reply vs.14 "My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!"

3.3. Human government is one of Gods agents of Divine Justice!
3.3.1. This is exactly what Paul lays out in Rom.13:1-5.
3.3.2. Ex.12:28 "You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people.”
3.3.3. Human Gov. is Gods ordained means of rectifying most current disorders!

3.3.4. Example: 2 extreme’s Haiti(Hispaniola) & America.
3.3.4.1. 1791 Haiti is dedicated to Satan. In celebration of this date in 1991 Pres. Aristide re-dedicated it to Satan (he was deposed right after that).
3.3.4.2. 1776 America establishes itself on biblical principles & is blessed by God for many years. 
3.4. Q: Why be obedient to this “human” government?
3.4.1. [1] Your under an oath of allegiance! (vs.2) 
3.4.1.1. How many times have you pledged your allegiance to your country?
3.4.1.2. Read our “Oath of allegiance” to our country! (pg.75 “American Legacy”)
3.4.1.3. Also read, pg. 75 the pledge of allegiance. 

3.4.2. [2] The ruler has a right to enforce what he commands! (3b-4)
3.4.3. [3] There’s safety & wisdom in keeping the kings commandments. (5a)
3.4.4. [4] Wise men will discern in their hearts the appropriate time & procedure. (5b) 
3.4.4.1. Wise people have discernment & know the right time to speak & act.
3.5. Q: What is the purpose of government? (6-8)
3.5.1. A: Right administration of justice! 

3.5.2. Ignorance of Gods time & procedure increases mans misery! (6)
3.5.3. More misery is brought on by not being able to avoid death. (8)
3.5.4. Man is responsible for all the misery endured on earth as he tries to do things contrary to God’s will. 
3.5.5. When rulers & judges carry out Gods Divine mandate, God blesses both them & their people.
3.5.5.1. Unfortunately many are not  - many have inflicted injustices on their subjects. (9)

4. FEAR(reverance) GOD OR “FEAR” GOD! (10-17)
4.1. Even though men will abuse their power (9b); 
4.2. Even though the wicked will get nice burials (10); 
4.3. Even though there are too many days to judgement (11);
4.4. Even though many will be “getting away with murder!”(12a)
4.5. “it will be well w/those who fear God!” (12b).
4.5.1. Fear God? – Those who truly & habitually fear God!
4.6. (13) “but it is not well” – opposite.
4.7. (14) Injustice from mans eyes!



4.8. (15) “God gives him” – not Hedonism but “the faith outlook”!
4.8.1. 1 Tim.6:17 “Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.”
4.8.2. There are still many enjoyable things in life “if” you don’t make yourself the most important person to be pleased!
4.8.3. Put God 1st & others, & life will become meaningful & joyful. 
4.8.4. “To consider persons & events & situations only in the light of their effect upon myself is to live on the doorstep of hell!“ Thomas Merton
4.9. (17) Ignorance is the 1st step toward true knowledge!
4.9.1. 1 Cor.8:2 “And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know.”
4.9.2. Harvard Philosopher Alfred North Whitehead said, “Not ignorance, but ignorance of ignorance, is the death of knowledge!”
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