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Ecclesiastes 9






      7-29-99

“Death & Life!”

1. Intro:
1.1. I found 4 things we need to face in this life: [1] Death [2] Life [3] Providence [4] Folly
1.2. Thomas Carlyle called life "a little gleam of time between two eternities,"
1.3. Seneca said, "As a tale, so is life; not how long it is, but how good it is."

2. FACING DEATH! (1-6)
2.1. (1) I guess you can say, “He’s got the whole world in His hands!”
2.2. (2) Yes we share “a common destiny” on earth(NIV)..in that all go to the grave! – But, we DO NOT share a common Eternity!
2.2.1. Epitaph: Pause stranger when you pass by, As you are now, so once was I. As I am now, so you will be, So prepare for death & follow me. (an unknown passer by scratched this reply below) To follow you I’m not content. Until I know which way you went. 

2.3. Death should energize you not paralyze you!
2.3.1. Phil.1:20,21 “…that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

2.4. Death is not an accident, but an appointment!
2.4.1. Heb.9:27 “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,” {do a study on all things we were appointed to!…defense of the gospel, different gifts}
2.5. So, we all must face honestly & soberly “The Last Enemy”...DEATH!
2.5.1. 1 Cor.15:51-58
2.5.1.1. Believers have this confidence! {Sins wages is death, the Gift of God is eternal life;  Promise of res. to glory; To ever be with him; that where He is there we will be also; the sting of death is taken care of for us}
2.5.1.2. Unbelievers Don’t!
2.6. They say when death comes to a family it doesn’t Create problems; it reveals them. We call it the “X-Ray power of death”!
2.7. (3) 3 common ways people face death: (By Distractions, Drive, & Delight)
2.8. By Distractions! (3) 
2.8.1. Bumper Sticker, “Don’t take life so seriously. You won’t get out of it alive!” 
2.8.2. “…hearts full of evil” – Drunkenness; spend $ foolishly; plunge into senseless pleasures. 
2.8.3. People will do almost anything to keep death at arms length…but repent!

2.9. By Drive! (4-6)
2.9.1. “dogs” – were despised in those days. (today we’d just say…well “cat’s”)
2.9.2. They have a, “Keep on Keepin on” attitude!
2.9.3. This group doesn’t take the plunge into sin, they set their face to their goal, lean forward, & chant, “Where there is life, there’s hope!” 

2.9.4. One man (hospital call) in elevator “how you doing?” - Well, I can still sit up & feed myself!”
2.9.5. We can learn from this to “seize opportunities while we live”! 
2.9.5.1. Don’t blindly hope for your future!
2.9.5.2. Death ends your opportunities here on earth. (Jn.9:4 "I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.”)

2.10. The 3rd point is in our next section entitled Facing Life!

3. FACING LIFE!  (7-10)

3.1. By Delight! (7-10)
3.1.1. Yes death is coming, but God gives us gifts to enjoy them. 

3.1.2. Note: these things listed aren’t exotic pleasures in far away places. Instead they are common experiences of home life! 

3.1.3. Enjoy Relaxing Meals! (7)
3.1.3.1. Jews custom: Early snack; Brunch(10-noon); & their main meal(sunset)
3.1.3.1.1. Mian meal – after all work was done. Consisted of bread & wine, often milk & cheese, few veg’s or fruit depending on season, sometimes fish(meat was more expensive). 
3.1.3.2. Solomon knew not that all meals are enjoyed!
3.1.3.3. Prov.15:17 “Better is a dinner of herbs(broccoli) where love is, Than a fatted calf(steak) with hatred.”
3.1.3.4. Prov.17:1 “Better is a dry morsel(crouton) with quietness, Than a house full of feasting with strife.”
3.1.3.5. Q: What was your most memorable meal(1st date?) 
3.1.3.6. Q: What was your worst meal(not liver/onions) (when stomach in knots) 
3.1.4. Meals weren’t only about Food but Fellowship! – “It was a communal act of friendship & commitment!”
3.1.4.1. Love is the most important thing on any family menu. It turns an ordinary meal into a Banquet!
3.1.5. Enjoy all Occasions! (8) 
3.1.6. “always be” – Basically saying, make every occasion a special occasion, even if its ordinary & routine. (Phil.4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always.”)
3.1.7. The wealthy could afford to keep their garments white. The poor have to keep one set they only wear on special occasions (Haiti). 
3.1.7.1. I watched kids in Haiti have a blast with a stick & a wire wheel, & I’ve seen kids in America not satisfied if they didn’t have the latest in Nintendo?
3.1.7.2. White garments became an emblem of Joy & Festivity.
3.1.7.3. Rev.3:4,5 “"You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. "He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.”
3.1.7.4. Rev.19:8 “And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”

3.1.8. Enjoy Your Marriage! (9) 
3.1.9. “whom you love” – What if you can’t?(People ask in counseling)I tell em:
3.1.9.1. "The Bible says you're to love your wife as Jesus Christ loved the church." "If you can't begin at that level, then begin on a lower level. You're supposed to love your neighbor as you love yourself. If that's still too high a level." "The Bible says, Love your enemies. You can at least begin there."

3.1.10. Celibacy or abstinence is not a holier state than matrimony!
3.1.10.1. Heb.13:4 “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled;”
3.1.10.2. It might seem weird getting marriage counseling from one who abused its system. Yet what he says(inspired by the H.S.) about it is always true.
3.1.10.3. Note: it doesn’t say, “Live joyfully with your wives”.
3.1.10.4. His wives seduced him away from the Lord, & he paid for it – maybe this is his “later on in life” confession… “Now I know better!”
3.1.11. Enjoy Your Work! (10) 
3.1.12. “There are too many needful things to be done to wait around for someone to feel gifted.” (Kent Hughes)
3.1.13. The Jews saw work not as a curse but as stewardship!
3.1.14. This verse is a great Work Ethic!
3.1.14.1. Col.3:17 applies this to the N.T. Christian, “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”
3.1.15. (10b) Work while you can!
3.1.15.1. Spurgeon often worked 18 hours a day. Famous explorer and missionary David Livingstone once asked him, "How do you manage to do two men's work in a single day?" Spurgeon replied, "You have forgotten that there are two of us."



3.2. Have you exchanged Leisure meals, for fast food & fast schedules?
Have you exchanged enjoying all occasions, for living for the weekend?
Have you exchanged A faithful loving marriage, for a quick test drive with a different model?
Have you exchanged hard work, for shortcuts to help you avoid work, & run after "Get rich quick schemes?" 

3.3. Like little brother found out in the prodigal parable – “Everything I really wanted was at home in my Fathers house!”

4. FACING PROVIDENCE! (11,12)
4.1. “Life is unpredictable, but we need not be irrational!”


4.2. (11) Our abilities are no guarantee of success!
4.2.1. It is generally true that the fastest runner will win(but we’ve seen upsets/I lost to Dan Effinger last year at family camp); The strongest soldier or best equipped army wins the battle(we’ve seen upsets); The best skilled gets the best jobs.
4.2.2. Yet, the same gifted people can miserably fail.
4.2.3. They know time & proceedure(8:5), But God is in control of time & chance!
4.2.3.1. Chance = (pega) “occurrence or event”(see 1 kings 5:4 for other place). (Not chance like the role of the die) [yet even that has mathematical odds] (not boy was I in the right place at the right time)
4.2.4. These times & Occurrences lie beyond the control of man, & this is, in the final result, conditioned by God.
4.2.4.1. Rom.9:16 “So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 
4.2.5. Christians don’t Lean on Luck, nor Champion for Chance, because our confidence is in the loving Providence of God!
4.3. (12) You never know when your plans will be thwarted.
4.3.1. Events happen all of a sudden, & your like a fish caught in a net!
4.3.2. James 4:13-17 “Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that. But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.”

5. FACING FOLLY! (13-18)
5.1. Our opportunities are no guarantee of success.
5.2. Here is an example that a battle is not always to the strong.
5.3. (14,15) a O.T. parable.
5.3.1. This wise poor man maybe “could have” delivered it but didn’t(15). Or, he did & just wasn’t properly recognized for it. 
5.4. (16b) Maybe no one paid attention to him? – But everyone listened to the ruler w/the big mouth. Leading the people into defeat! (18b)
5.5. Let God give you wisdom to use each day profitably for His Glory!
� "Charles Haddon Spurgeon," Christian History, no. 29.
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