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Obadiah






    

1-24-02

“The Deception & Proof of Pride!”


1. Intro:

1.1. India update:

1.1.1. Show - Map of India(where we went)

1.1.2. Explain - 2 washing machines in Texas.

1.1.3. Show – Power point.


1.2. Why the Minor Prophets?

1.2.1. In the Hebrew bible the minor prophets were combined into 1 book, called “The 12” because of their brevity.


1.2.2. What does “Minor” mean?

1.2.2.1. Minor only in the sense of being shorter than such prophecies as Isaiah & Jeremiah. 

1.2.2.2. Their message is surely not less important.

1.2.2.3. They were Minor Prophets preaching a major message.

1.2.2.4. They were small in size but big in truth.


1.2.3. The Order of the Minor Prophets?

1.2.3.1. They are not arranged in chronological order.

1.2.3.2. No one is certain what determined their order in the canon.

1.2.3.3. Show – chart (chronological order)



1.3. Here’s what we want to look for in each book, each chapter…a three-fold lesson: 

1.3.1. (1) Historical - each of the prophets preached and wrote to meet an immediate need in the lives of the people; 
(2) Prophetical - each prophet illustrates or announces something about Israel’s future, in judgment or in restoration; 
(3) Practical - the sins of the nations in that day are with us today, and there are many practical lessons for us to learn from these books.


1.4. Obadiah:

1.4.1. The most Minor of the Minor Prophets(shortest)

1.4.1.1. Actually in all the O.T. 

1.4.1.2. Obadiah is like the little bell being struck in the midst of the orchestra’s performance.


1.4.2. The man Obadiah: 13 figures bear this name in the OT. 

1.4.2.1. Yet, there is no link with the others.


1.4.3. The Aim:


1.4.3.1. Surprising his arrow is not aimed at Israel or Judah, but to the nation of Edom.



1.4.3.2. Show Edom Map. (East & South of Israel)


1.4.3.2.1. 20-30 miles wide & 100 miles long.


1.4.4. Let’s read the text.


2. THE DECEPTION OF PRIDE! (1-9)

2.1. Why was God so mad at them?

2.1.1. Edom is mentioned in more OT books then any other foreign nation.

2.1.2. Proud, arrogant & self-sufficient. Also they hated their chosen people of God.

2.2. Who were the Edomites?

2.2.1. Remember Isaac’s twins Jacob & Esau?

2.2.1.1. Their sibling rivalry began in the womb of their mom Rebekah.

2.2.1.2. Read - Gen.25:22-26

2.2.1.3. They both initially settled in Canaan. 


2.2.1.4. Their respective families grew into nations: Esau’s into Edom & Jacob’s into Israel. - Gen.36:7,8 “For their possessions were too great for them to dwell together, and the land where they were strangers could not support them because of their livestock. So Esau dwelt in Mount Seir. Esau is Edom.” {They were “brother” nations!}



2.2.1.5. Deut. 23:7 “"You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother.”


2.2.1.5.1. This also was supposed to be the other way around.


2.2.2. The real trouble began nationally when the children of Israel were freed from Egypt, & they sought to pass through Edom to get back home. The king of Edom said no, & backed up his answer with a military barricade.


2.2.3. Edom is A.K.A. – Seir, Hor, & Esau.

2.2.4. So we have the sin of “unbrotherliness”, which may not seem to be such a biggy in our culture but it sure was in theirs.

2.2.4.1. Example…India today.


2.2.4.2. Our culture has fallen so far form a “proper God-given regard for family relations.”


2.2.4.3. 1 Tim.5:8 NIV “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”



2.2.4.4. God put us in families, & God holds these relationships sacred!



2.3. (1) This is a vision Obadiah received.

2.3.1. God reveals he is declaring war on Edom & is inviting the other nations to join in.

2.4. (2) Though they were “big” in their own eyes, God would make them “small”.

2.5. (3) Their reason for pride(not justified!)

2.5.1. They were situated along the great trade route between Syria & Egypt.

2.5.2. Trade brought business – Thus many tolls were extracted from the many caravans.

2.5.3. Edom had natural strength & security.


2.5.3.1. Explain the 5000’ sandstone cliffs of Petra, thus making a natural fortress.


2.5.4. And so they would say, “who will bring me down to the ground?”

2.5.5. Q: Do you know the meaning of where the state of Illinois gets its name from? An Indian word to which a French suffix has been added. It means "tribe of superior men." (sounds like Edom!)



2.5.6. A mayor who was very proud of his city was asked how the recession had affected it. He answered, "We don't have a recession here, but I will admit we are having the worst boom in many years.”



2.5.7. Pride:

2.5.7.1. “The pride of your heart has deceived you!”


2.5.7.2. The deception is, “it’s really not that bad?” 


2.5.7.3. I mean come on, “Bad enough to destroy a whole nation?”


2.5.7.4. “Pride is the sin of sins & the most damning!” (James M. Boice)


2.5.7.5. Have you ever heard this phrase “He’s a good man, but proud.” That doesn’t seem to be that shocking. Now how about, “he’s a good man, but a thief.” (We say wait a minute, that doesn’t line up. A man can’t both be good & a thief at the same time.) Yet, Pride is as bad as stealing…if not worse!



2.5.7.6. “Think for yourself whether much of your sorrow has not arisen from someone speaking slightingly of you. As long as you set yourself up as a little god to which you must be loyal there will be those who will delight to offer affront to your idol. How then can you hope to have inward peace? The heart's fierce effort to protect itself from every slight, to shield its touchy honor from the bad opinion of friend and enemy, will never let the mind have rest.” -- A. W. Tozer in The Pursuit of God.


2.5.8. Q: Where do your securities lie?

2.5.8.1. God wants us to be secure in him, not in ourselves.


2.5.8.2. He alone is our Fortress, our Rock, our Shield, our Provider.

2.5.8.3. How can we be proud if we realize that every blessing we have (whether material, spiritual, or relational) comes from His hand?


2.5.9. Q: Do you have nay human strongholds that are making you feel overly comfortable?

2.5.9.1. Time to redirect from that “fortress” to your father!

2.5.9.2. From your strength to His!


2.5.9.3. From taking credit to giving him full credit!


2.5.10. How to battle this? Here’s 1 way – “When a victorious Roman general arrived back in Rome, he was given a hero's welcome and a triumphant parade of victory. But a philosopher was hired to ride beside him in the victory parade. As the victor acknowledged the cheers of the crowd, the philosopher kept whispering in his ear: "You are mortal. You are mortal."



2.6. (4) God’s response to their “who” question of vs.3… “I will!”

2.6.1. And it will be utterly! Nothing would be left.


2.6.2. Even thieves leave something behind when they steal(5)…I will! Not even grape harvesters can get every grape(6)...I will!


2.6.3. I will turn your allies against you(7).


2.6.4. Your wise men won’t get you out of this situation(8).


2.6.5. Nor your military might(9)…on that day!

3. THE PROOF OF PRIDE!  (10-14)

3.1. (10) The Proof of Pride…Violent cruelty! 

3.1.1. Pride declares, “I’m better than you.” It is, “an unjustified sense of superiority.”

3.2. (11) The Proof of Pride…The sin of Indifference!

3.2.1. Edom stood by while enemies invaded Jerusalem & carried off her riches.

3.2.1.1. They didn’t care, they were unconcerned, they were apathetic to them.

3.2.2. It reminds us of Saul standing by & holding the clothes of those who stoned Stephen.

3.2.3. It reminds us of “the certain priest” & “the Levite” in the parable of the Good Samaritan who sinned by “standing on the other side!”

3.2.3.1. Lk.10:31,32 “"Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. "Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.”



3.2.4. Q: When you confess sin before God do you ever repent of the sins of not doing when you know you should of?


3.2.4.1. Prov.24:11,12 “Deliver those who are drawn toward death, And hold back those stumbling to the slaughter. If you say, "Surely we did not know this," Does not He who weighs the hearts consider it? He who keeps your soul, does He not know it? And will He not render to each man according to his deeds?”

3.2.4.2. Help if it is in your power to do so!

3.2.4.3. Even as things happen on the other side of the world…use “World News” for a prayer list!

3.2.4.3.1. {Example: Burhams in P.I. “her cry” “doesn’t anyone care?”}

3.3. (12) The Proof of Pride…Gloating, Rejoicing, & Boasting, over their “brothers” misfortune.

3.3.1. Prov.24:17,18 “Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; Lest the LORD see it, and it displease Him, And He turn away His wrath from him.”


3.4. (13) They acted like vultures swooping down on Israel’s remaining loot.


3.5. (14) To make matters worse “they actually caught Jews who were escaping from Jerusalem, rounded them up & then delivered them back into the hands of their enemies.” (Boice)


4. THE DAY OF THE LORD!  (15-21)

4.1. Obadiah the 1st to mention(of all the prophets) “The Day of the Lord”.

4.1.1. (15) This typifies all nations that oppose God on the Day of Judgment.

4.1.2. (16) They apparently participated in a drunken celebration in Jerusalem when the city was overrun. 


4.1.2.1. So, they’d drink again…only next time their cup would be filled with Gods wrath!

4.1.2.2. “Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the lord; He is trampling out the vintage where grapes of wrath are stored;”


4.1.3. (17-20) Now with their enemies out of the way, scattered Israel will once again be gathered to the promise land. 


4.1.3.1. They will spread top to bottom throughout the land.

4.2. (21) “And the kingdom shall be the Lord’s!”

4.2.1. Isaac Watts wrote “We’re Marching to Zion”


4.2.1.1. “We’re marching to Zion, beautiful, beautiful Zion; We’re marching upward to Zion, the beautiful city of God.”


4.2.2. Read about the Man from Petra! – Is.63:1-4.

4.2.2.1. Hear the Q & A back & forth.
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