INTRO:


Background on I AM - In Ex.3:14(burning bush) - This is the name by which Yahweh reveals Himself…the I AM!


Jesus used a series of sayings in which He used an emphatic “I AM” to bring out important teachings about His person.(7 times)!


Q: Can you name them? [Bread; Light; Door; Shepherd; Res.; Way/ truth/life; True Vine.] 


Each of these statements then will reveal a different teaching about Jesus! 


1st we looked at Jesus as the Bread from heaven - spoke of Him “sustaining us” with Himself as the basic nourishment of life.


This week we will look at Jn.8:12 “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."�


LIGHT AN IMPORTANT TOPIC!


IN O.T.


These were the 1st words spoken by God…”Let/be light(or)& was light!”  {1st noun spoken by God!}


Later in the Pent. In the wilderness we find the all important “Pillar of Fire”


Next we see the famous Menorah in the Tabernacle & in then in the Temple.�


IN THE N.T.


John - uses light (phos) 23 times! {this is more than double of any other N.T. book.} [Acts is 2nd w/10] - (Phosphorous = light bearing)


Used already by John’s 4th verse.


John uses the powerful “figure of speech” to bring out important truths w/respect to Jesus & His mission!��


LIGHTMEANS:


Light  = a natural “figure of speech” meaning what is good & upright.


Light is often contrasted with Darkness/a symbol of Evil!


example: Jn.3:19 “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were”


Light speaks of: Life; Knowledge; & Holiness. �Darkness speaks of: Death; ignorance; & sin.


Light reproves sin! - Jn.3:20 “For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.”�


GOD IS LIGHT!


1 Jn.1:5 “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.”


So what does this teach us about God the father! (holiness)�


JESUS IS LIGHT!


His coming into the world was a dawning of a new day - Lk.1:78,79 “Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.”


When He started His ministry - Mt.4:16 “The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned."


JOHN 8:12 - He is the Light Of this world!


Why? - That we might Follow Him & have our life Enlightened. 


Jn.1:9 - Sheet lightening - Beautiful & grand, but doesn’t strike anywhere!�  Jn.8:12 - Enlightened a Forked Flash, strikes somewhere!


Background: It was during the Feast of Tab.(ch.7). It was in the treasury, in the Temple(8:20).


His morning service was interrupted, by the Phar. & Scribes w/woman in adultery.  - Then led into the teaching on “I am the light of the world(I am God) their central conflict w/Jesus!


It’s poss. Jesus used the background of the feast because the Candelabra was an imp. feature of the celebration. 


At night the big candelabra was lit at night to remind the people of the pillar of fire that guided Is. Thru the wilderness. 


If Jesus spoke this after the feast(see 7:37,53)when the illumination no longer took place the contrast between “Light & Darkness” would have been impressive. 


Some say it was the sun coming up(8:2)


JOHN 9:5 - He is the Light While In this world! (3-5)


Jesus 1st brings light to this mans phys. Eyes(7), then his sp. Eyes(38-41)!


JOHN 12:46 - He is the Light Come Into this world!


Purpose ( vs.36!�


BELIEVERS ARE LIGHT!


“YOU ARE the Light of the world! 


Mt.5:14-16 “"You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”


Don’t be content with becoming a light …let it shine…don’t hide it under a bushel!


Q: What does it mean to shine in practical terms?


Q: Is you more of your life found under a bushel or on the lampstand?


The Christian is a Child of Light - Eph.5:8-14


Even the smallest of lights  can be seen by many! - Blackouts during the war because of enemy planes going overhead. A cigarette seen for a long distance. 


Q: Where is the darkest spot around you where you can shine the brightest? (not a bar, work, etc.) {match in Kings Canyon cave)


Lighter - Lights off!


Q: Is it a coincidence that Jesus has YOU in that dark place to be a light?


But it’s only me at work, all the others have bowed there knee to Baal! 


The Body here also needs you as a Light! (Lighting up the church) 


In a certain mountain village in Europe several centuries ago, a nobleman wondered what legacy he should leave to his townspeople.  At last he decided to build them a church.  No one saw the complete plans for the church until it was finished. When the people gathered, they marveled at its beauty and completeness.  Then someone asked, "But where are the lamps? How will it be lighted?"  The nobleman pointed to some brackets in the walls.  Then he gave to each family a lamp which they were to bring with them each time they came to worship.�


UNBELIEVERS ARE “IN THE DARK”!


Jesus makes us aware that people “love Darkness” not light because of their evil deeds! (3:19).


They even HATE the light & do not come towards it! (3:20)


There understanding is even darkened! - Eph.4:18 “having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart;”


The lost sinner lives in darkness & will spend eternity in darkness if he rejects Jesus!�


WHAT THIS TEACHES US ABOUT JESUS!


“I AM the light of the World” = Illuminator; Holiness; Way shower; �


WHAT THIS TEACHES US ABOUT OURSELVES!


What a high Honor to be His Light.


Lets be “Stain Glass Men!” 


St. Gregory the great’s stain glass/every Sun. I would stare at!


Jeus (The Light) shining thru us (the stain glass) = Beautiful color to many!


Also, our just a small piece of the picture stand back & see all the body of Christ!


When one panel gets dirty it doesn’t destroy the whole picture!


Stay focused on the true light  - A man was driving through a mining region one Sunday when he noticed a large number of mules in an open field.  When he inquired about this unusual sight, he was told that the work animals had been brought up from the dark passages below to preserve their eyesight. Unless they were regularly exposed to the sunlight, they would eventually go blind.  The Christian needs similar experiences to keep him from losing his spiritual vision.  The Lord's Day has been given to aid him in keeping his eyes focused clearly on the TRUE LIGHT!


Jesus didn’t say you are the Lips of the world, but the Lights; He didn’t say your are the Sermons of this world, but the Salt!


A Holy life dispels Darkness & Repels Decay!


The 7 “I AM’s”	          5-22-97	� PAGE �5�


I am The Light of the World!

















