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1st Cry From The Cross




       2-29-04
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”

A Word of Forgiveness!

1. Intro:
1.1. The Cross – “The Hinge of History!”
1.1.1. John 1:10 “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.”

1.2. Read - Famous Last Words!
1.2.1. When we talk about Jesus’ “7 cries from the Cross” we really can’t call them His “last words!”...because He had much more to say when He rose from the dead!!!

1.3. Our Lord’s 7 statements: 3 between 9-noon; 4 at 3pm.
1.3.1. [1] "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do."
 
1.3.2. [2] "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."

1.3.3. [3] "Woman, behold your son!" "Behold your mother!" (Jn.19:26.27)

1.3.4. [4] "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" (Mk.15:34)
1.3.5. [5] "I thirst!" (Jn.19:28)
1.3.6. [6] "It is finished!" (Jn.19:30)
1.3.7. [7] "Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.” (Lk.23:46)

1.3.8. These 7 statements have been interpreted as teaching 7 duties:
1.3.8.1. [1] To forgive our enemies. [2] To have faith in Christ. 
[3] To honor our parents [4] To cling to God in life’s darkest moments. [5] To place the highest value of fulfillment on Gods Word. [6] To persevere at whatever task God has given, to the very end. [7] To yield to all things, even life itself, to God at His bidding.

1.4. These words are significant because?
1.4.1. [1] They show Jesus was in clear possession of His faculties.
1.4.2. [2] They show He understood His death was to be an atonement for the sin of the world.
1.4.3. [3] They show he knew His death would be effective in doing that.

2. FORGIVE THEM! (Lk.23:34)
2.1. Note in the 7 cries from the cross - that he starts & ends with a prayer to the Father!
 [And the middle statement is also a cry to the Father]

2.2. Here we have the opposite of Samson who in his dying hour used the great strength of his body to destroy all his foes!
2.2.1. Here Jesus, exhibited the strength of His love by praying for the forgiveness of His enemies!


2.3. Jesus’ heart was burdened for those who had instigated & committed history’s greatest crime.
2.3.1. He prayed that the unforgivable might be forgivable!
2.3.2. The victim of history’s greatest crime prayed for the criminals.

2.3.3. He seems to feel the injury they did to their own souls more than the wounds they gave Him!

2.4. Q: Way do you think He prayed aloud? [For them to hear…for us to hear]
2.4.1. Jn.17:20,21 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

2.5. This also fulfilled prophesy! – Is.53:12b “…He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors.”
2.5.1. That prayer of intercession started that evening in Gethsemane; continued on the cross; & still continues today at the right hand of the throne of God!

2.5.2. If our Savior might have paused from Intercessory prayer, it was surely when they fastened Him to the tree! - But even their sin cannot tie the tongue of our interceding friend!


2.5.3. Charles Wesley penned in his Hymn, “Arise, my soul, Arise!”
Five bleeding wounds he bears, Received on Calvary;
They pour effectual prayers, They strongly plead for me;
Forgive him, O, forgive, they cry, Nor let that ransomed sinner die!

2.6. Q: Were they ignorant of their wrongdoing? (Of course not!)
2.6.1. Judas knew he had betrayed a friend; Pilate knew he had condemned an innocent man; the Sanhedrin knew they bribed false witnesses to make the charges stick.
2.6.2. They were not ignorant of the facts of their guilt; they were ignorant of the enormity of their crime!

2.6.2.1. They did not know they were crucifying the Son of God!!!
2.6.2.2. Paul said, “None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”

2.6.2.3. Peter said, “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead…Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders.” Acts 3:15,17

2.6.2.4. Their crime was much greater than they could ever have realized because of the infinite value of the person whom they had condemned.


2.6.3. Remember, sins of ignorance are still sins!
2.6.3.1. “If a person commits a trespass, and sins unintentionally in regard to the holy things of the LORD, then he shall bring to the LORD as his trespass offering a ram without blemish from the flocks,” Lev.5:15

2.6.3.2. Try arguing w/the Murrieta Police Officer the point that you didn’t see the stop sign! – Ignorance is no excuse in our society!
2.6.3.2.1. Ignorance is no excuse in the presence of God!

2.6.4. Interesting, in the Passion Movie, the line they asked Mel Gibson to leave out was Mt.27:25 “And all the people answered and said, His blood be on us and on our children.”
2.6.4.1. Meaning, their children would bear the guilt of Jesus’ death in future generations if they were wrong in crucifying Him!

2.6.4.2. Well, they did say it, but what was Jesus’ response??? He showed them & told them exactly the opposite. “You & your children are not going to bear my guilt, I’m hear to bear your guilt!!!”

2.6.4.3. They said, “Your blood be on us”; He said, “Oh that my blood would be on you!”

2.7. Q: Does Scripture teach that under all circumstances we must always forgive? (No!)
2.7.1. Lk.17:3,4 “If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.”
2.7.2. A condition must be met by the offender before we may pronounce forgiveness.

2.7.3. Automatic forgiveness w/no repentance would condone their offence!
2.7.3.1. We must uphold the requirements of righteousness.

2.8. An important clarification between forgiveness & reconciliation!
2.8.1. Forgiveness = To not bring it up again to them, to others, nor to yourself.
2.8.2. Reconciliation = To bring again into unity, harmony, agreement.
2.8.3. A wife can forgive her husband for adultery, but that does not mean that she is required to blindly trust his lifestyle.
2.8.3.1. There normally is counseling, the passing of time, & accountability. [Regaining trust is a difficult process!]

2.8.4. Here is the ideal Biblical response to sin:
2.8.4.1. The sinning party!


The Offended party!
2.8.4.2. [1] Repentance – Share it.

[1] Hear it
2.8.4.3. [2] Confession – Name it.

[2] Accept it
2.8.4.4. [3] Restitution – Restore it.

[3] Receive it
2.8.4.5. [4] Change – Explain it.

[4] Encourage it
2.8.4.6. [5] Forgiveness – Ask for it.
[5] Give it
2.8.4.7. [6] Reconciliation – Bring it.
[6] Work on it

2.9. Q: So, how do I live with un-forgiveness? (like God does w/humanity)
2.9.1. Ps.86:5 “For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.”

2.9.2. Thus I must not harbor ill-feelings, hatred nor malice toward them.
2.9.2.1. Plus, I must pray for them! “love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven;”

2.9.2.2. What Jesus Preached on the sunny slopes of the sermon on the mount, He Practiced on the grim hill of Calvary!

2.9.3. “Love suffers long… endures all things.”
2.9.4. “Love is patient… always perseveres.” (NIV)

2.10. Q: What if the person died & cannot repent, how do I forgive them?
2.10.1. As far as we know, Timothy McVeigh, the Oklahoma City bomber who killed 168 people, died unforgiven by God & man. There was no reason for the relatives of his victims to grant him the forgiveness he neither wanted nor requested. And yet, among the survivors, those who have been able to “forgive” by trusting God to “even the score” will be rewarded w/greater emotional health & stability.


2.10.2. Thus the woman whose husband has left her for another woman; The teenager who was molested as a child by a parent; 
The business man that was cheated out of a sum of money; 
Must surrender their hurts to God, & be content w/the sure knowledge that all such cases have yet to be tried by what is truly The Supreme Court!

2.11. Q: Does God ever forgive where there is no repentance? (No!)
2.11.1. 1 Jn.1:9NIV “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

2.11.2. There is no blanket pardon.

2.12. End: 
2.12.1. He didn’t say, "Father, enlighten them, for they do not know what they do." (mere enlightenment would have just been torture, understanding what they really did!); But far greater, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do."


2.12.2. Perhaps this morning you can hear your own name in the petition?

2.12.3. Q: If God can forgive the murder of His only Son, then can’t any & all of your sins be forgiven this morning?

2.12.4. This prayer is still applicable for us today!
2.12.4.1. We must realize our need!
We must come confessing our sin!
We must be willing to receive that forgiveness!

2.12.5. Let me read you your Miranda Rights before we end!
2.12.6. You have the right to stand before God as Righteous Judge & plead “Not Guilty”! (just remember…He knows your every work, thought, & intent of your heart)

2.12.7. You have the right to remain silent…of course He has the right to punish you forever & ever.

2.12.8. You have the right to have legal counsel! – “My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
2.12.8.1. Decide today for God, for Christ, for Heaven!
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