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2nd Cry From The Cross




  3-7-04
“Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

A Word of Assurance!

1. Intro:
1.1. “Down, down, down, w/everything else; but Up, Up, Up with the Cross of Christ!” (Spurgeon)

1.2. Text: Lk.23:43
1.3. Title: A Word of Assurance!
1.4. Theme: Seizing the Savior!
1.5. Outline: The Sinner; The Saint; & The Savior!
2. SEIZING THE SAVIOR! (Lk.23:39-43)
2.1. 2 thieves with sin in them; Christ w/sin on Him!
2.2. We have on the center cross “The Cross of Redemption”; to one side “The Cross of Reception”; to the other side “The Cross of Rejection”.
2.2.1. 1 died In sin; 1 died To sin, 1 died For sin! (Our Logo 3-crosses!)

2.3. These 2 thieves were together in many ways:
2.3.1. Both were led to be crucified with Jesus; Both were notoriously wicked; Both we could call “low life losers”; Both were equally near Christ; Both saw & heard the same things; Both were suffering acutely; Both knew they’d be dead by 6pm(Passover); Both urgently needed forgiveness!

2.3.2. We shouldn’t call them “good thief” “bad thief”…for they were both “bad!” – Better would be “saved thief”/“unsaved thief” that would become their only distinction this day!
2.3.2.1. These 2 represent the whole human race!
2.3.2.2. All races, nations, & cultures are divided by…the cross!
2.3.2.3. On the one side are those who believe, & on the other are those who choose to justify themselves, determined to stand before God on their own record.

2.4. THE SINNER!
2.5. “One saved that none would despair; only one that none would presume!”
2.6. Usually we think of only the other thief asking about salvation, but the unrepentant thief did here also. (see 39)
2.6.1. This man wanted a Christ…w/o a Cross! – Look at his words!(39)
2.6.2. He wanted Him to come down off the cross & save himself & save them! (i.e. Get me out of this mess!)
2.6.3. He wanted saving from his physical death, but had no cares about his spiritual death!
2.6.4. He wasn’t trying to save his soul, but only to save his skin!

2.7. Some can say, “We preach Christ” (but then stop there).
2.7.1. They preach an ethical Christ, a social Christ, a lovely Christ, or a warm fuzzy Christ. But Paul said, “We preach Christ crucified!”

2.7.2. Many preach today a Christ…w/o a cross, a “bloodless gospel”. 
2.7.3. They try to feed hungry hearts w/a cotton candy diet (sweet, full of hot air, & having “0” nutritional value!)

2.8. THE SAINT!
2.9. Here is a man not saved in the 11th hour, but at the stroke of midnight!
2.9.1. Like Cinderella trying to beat the clock.
2.10. Here is Jn.12:32 getting kicked off! “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself."
2.10.1. Here is the 1st man drawn to him when He was lifted up!
2.10.2. A magnet causes another metal to have 1 of 2 forces, “Attraction or Repulsion.”
2.10.3. Like a giant magnet being raised up – That 1st metal shaving felt the draw & let go of “self, the world, sin, flesh”, & stopped refusing the magnetic pull.

2.11. This man found himself in the morning in a state of Condemnation, at noon in the state of Graces, & before dinner in the state of Glory!

2.12. “By grace you are saved” – Grace planned salvation, grace provided salvation, grace overcame the hardness of his heart(once reviled him also!)
2.12.1. I love this man’s testimony! – My favorite in all of Scripture!
2.12.2. It’s even better then Paul’s! (What do I mean?) 
2.12.3. Now, every individual salvation is of Grace! - & every one is special/ unique & beautiful! (So why do I say it’s better then Saul’s/Paul’s)

2.12.4. Saul had exemplary character to begin with “of the law he was blameless”, “a Pharisee of the Pharisees”.  
2.12.4.1. After his conversion…well, you know what he accomplished for the kingdom!
2.12.5. But this thief had no moral life before his conversion, & no life of active service after it!
2.12.5.1. Aren’t these the 2 lies that unbelievers hold to: [1] I’m a pretty good moral person! [2] Look at my works!

2.12.5.2. A. W. Pink said it best, “He could not walk in the paths of righteousness for there was a nail through either foot. He could not perform any good works for there was a nail through either hand. He could not turn over a new leaf & live a better life for he was dying.”

2.12.6. Grace, grace, grace! – The only thing God found in you & I was an abundant room for His mercy & grace! 

2.13. So, here he trusts in One who, from all outward appearances had lost all power to save Himself or others. It looked like His enemies were triumphing over Him. Most of His friends had forsaken Him. Public opinion was unanimously against Him.

2.14. So what made him turn to Christ?
2.14.1. We aren’t positive, but we can rule out him seeing the supernatural phenomena of that day (for this was before the hours of darkness; before the triumphal cry it is finished; before the rending of the Temple veil; before the quaking of the earth; before the rocks spilt; & before the centurion’s confession, “Truly this was the Son of God”)


2.14.2. Maybe he saw the world’s 1st gospel tract tacked to the top of Jesus cross? “This is the King of the Jews!”

2.15. Yet, he somehow got incredible insight into salvation!
2.15.1. 4 stepping-stones to salvation!
2.15.2. [1] He Recognized – the fear of God.
2.15.3. [2] He Admitted – his own sinful nature.
2.15.4. [3] He Confessed – Christ’s sinless nature.
2.15.5. [4] He asked – for the salvation Jesus offers.

2.15.6. He also becomes the 1st an only person of Scripture that address Him as “Jesus”. (all translations other than KJV, NKJV)
2.15.6.1. NIV “Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

2.15.7. Picture him now walking together “with Him”(Jesus) through the pearl-gates. Who is this favored companion of the Redeemer? A patriarch, an apostle, a king, nope…a former thief!

2.15.7.1. Here truly we see “the last becoming first!”
2.15.7.2. Jesus then might say, “I bring a sinner w/Me; he is a sample of the rest!”

2.16. Well since God accepts getting saved at the last minute, then I’ll just squeak in at the last minute!
2.16.1. [1] This man was not saved at his last opportunity, but at his 1st!
2.16.2. [2] You do not know the time of your death. Millions die unexpectantly, w/no time to prepare themselves spiritually.

2.16.3. [3] Most people who refuse the gospel when they were healthy tend to reject it when it is time to die. (heart’s usually grow colder not fonder!)

2.17. THE SAVIOR!
2.18. The Center Cross is again that dividing line between Paradise & Perdition!
2.18.1. The saved criminal is Jesus’ 1st trophy…of His redeeming blood!

2.19. Here we truly see what Paul would later pen, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think”.
2.19.1. The thief asked just to be remembered.
2.19.2. Jesus responds w/you will be with me!
2.19.3. The thief asked when you come into your kingdom.
2.19.4. Jesus responds w/no, Today!!!
2.19.5. The thief asked for remembrance in the millennial kingdom.
2.19.6. Jesus responds w/no, in Paradise!

2.20. Wow! to “be with Him”!
2.20.1. See, are #1 calling isn’t to serve! (though I believe we should serve)
2.20.2. No, we are called to have fellowship with Him!
2.20.2.1. 1 Cor.1:9 “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

2.20.3. Paul longed to be “with Him”(Christ). 
He didn’t say, “absent from the body and free from all pain & care”; He didn’t say, “absent from the body and translated to glory!”; 
He said, “absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”
2.21. So Jesus answers the questions:
2.21.1. How can I know? – Assuredly!
2.21.2. By what authority? – I say unto you!
2.21.3. When? – Today!
2.21.4. With whom? – You will be with me!
2.21.5. Where? – in Paradise!

2.22. Today…Assuredly – talk about an assurance of your salvation!!!
2.22.1. No stop to get baptized in some celestial baptismal pool; No stop in purgatory en route to paradise; No last rites; No asking Mary or Peter for help in approaching Jesus!

2.22.2. 2 tim.2:5 “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all,”

2.23. Wrap up!
2.24. Q: Can you say w/this one thief? - "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Gal.2:20

2.25. Read #660 B.P. – Scapel
2.26. William Cowper penned in, “There is a Fountain Filled w/Blood” 
“The dying thief rejoiced to see That fountain in his day;
And there may I, though vile as he, Wash all my sins away.”

2.27. Remember, “There is more grace in God’s heart than sin in our past!”
� Adapted from A.W.Pink.





