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3rd Cry From The Cross




3-14-04
“Woman, behold your son…behold your mother!”

A Word of Affection!
1. Intro:
2. A WORD OF AFFECTION! (Jn.19:25-27)
2.1. Our 3rd cry from the Cross! – A Word of Affection!

2.2. “There is Jesus hanging in between Earth which rejected Him, 
and Heaven which seemingly forsook Him.”
2.2.1. The 1st a Prayer to His enemies; The 2nd a Promise to a Dying Thief; The 3rd, Tenderness shown to His mother!

2.2.2. 1st see Jesus as High Priest; 2nd as The Door; 
3rd as The Shepherd…tending to his sheep! 

2.3. We get to peer into a very intimate moment where Jesus says his good-bye to His mom. 
2.3.1. Doesn’t it seem He’d say a little more than that?
2.3.2. The year was 1983 - I was 21 - 2 months before my wedding day - At Whittier Presbyterian Hosp. - I found myself saying good-bye to my mom - she was in & out of a comma - she awoke, by the grace of God, to say my good-bye that I wanted to - I told her that I loved her – She told me she loved me!
2.3.3. Q: I wondered why Jesus didn’t say the same? But a closer look reveals He did...with out stretched arms! 

2.4. Importance?
2.4.1. Ok, so what’s the importance of this quick communication…when you’re a little bit busy…SAVING THE WORLD!!!

2.4.2. Here I believe Jesus is able to express, “Christianity isn’t only about huge Cathedrals, 200 voice choirs, & International Crusades w/ 1000’s coming to Christ.” – “It is also about the little things in life. It’s about individual relationships. It’s about human tenderness.”

2.4.3. He remembered His mother!...Just as today he remembers:
The businessman who brings a work problem to Him; 
The homemaker who is anxious about the bills being paid; 
The student who calls out to God in the midst of school problems;& The child w/a scrapped knee who asks God to “make it all better”!
 
2.4.4. His Love is like honey dripping into every nook & cranny of life!

2.4.5. Bring the smallest, bring the slightest issues to Him. 
2.4.6. On Calvary’s Cross He remembered His mother, 
On His Fathers Throne He remembers us! 
2.4.6.1. Rom. 8:34 “It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.”

2.5. Why is it mentioned right here? 
2.5.1. Read right before it about the soldiers gambling for his tunic.
2.5.2. A Jewish man usually had 5 pieces of clothing.
2.5.2.1. They divided up the 4, between the 4 soldiers, & gambled for the 5th. 

2.5.3. Normally this tunic was given to the son by his mother.

2.6. Taking Care of Family Business!
2.7. It was the duty of the oldest son to provide for the caring of the family if the father was gone. (Joseph must have been dead)
2.7.1. As the eldest son in a single parent home, he must provide for her.
2.7.2. If he was unable to do so, he would see that it was taken care of!

2.8. Family life in Israel was magnified to a magnificent degree.
2.8.1. The Jews believed family was a Divine institution.
2.8.2. They believed that kids were not only born but made! 
2.8.2.1. Which gave a high & solemn responsibility to parents.
2.8.2.2. Like: “Train up & child....”; or,...bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.”

2.8.3. They also emphasized the duty of children to parents!
2.8.3.1. In our day focus is upon “rights” not “responsibilities”!
2.8.3.1.1. The 2 belong together! 
2.8.3.2. “Honor your father & mother....” (5th comm., & repeated in Eph.6:1,2)

2.8.4. Jesus is showing His responsibility to His mother. 
2.8.4.1. He was indignant when the Rel. leaders weren’t taking care of their parents in the name of God....”Corban!”

2.8.5. Herschel Ford said, “If any man is too busy, even in the Lord’s work, to discharge his obligation to his family, let him look to Jesus on the cross, & remember the example He set!”
2.9. John!
2.10. Q: Why didn’t pick His 1/2 brothers (James, Joses/Joseph Jr., Simon, or Jude) for this task? (Mt.13:55)
2.10.1. They were not present! – They were not believers yet!

2.11. Jesus picked the one whom he loved to take the responsibility!
2.11.1. He selects those whom he endearingly loves today, & puts His poor under their wing.
2.11.1.1. But do note: it wasn’t John that needed Mary, but Mary who needed John!

2.11.2. And what did John do when he 1st saw the resurrection? 
2.11.2.1. See Jn.20:8-10 (he went home, prob to tell Mary)

2.12. Another lesson from John.... “A welcome back to backsliders!”
2.12.1. John, like the rest, turned his back on Jesus & ran, after a promise to never do so, Mt.26:56 “Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.”

2.12.2. Jesus welcomes John back with a “commission”, not an admonition! 

2.13. Would you have accepted this task from Jesus to care for his mother?
2.13.1. If YES, then is it any diff. if He asks you to take care of your own?
2.13.2. Would you be as eager to jump to it? (a grandparent, parent, friend)
2.13.3. Don’t ignore family ties & responsibilities!
2.13.3.1. Q: Are your parents poor? care for them. 
Q: Are they sick? minister to them. 
Q: Live in another place? Write/call them often!

2.13.4. Never say, “what a burden”, but “what an honor God has entrusted me with”. 
2.13.4.1. Mt.25:40 “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”

2.13.5. Widows often need help or encouragement! - Single mom’s often need substitute fathers for their children. - The sick need to be visited & cared for.

2.14. The Women!
2.15. His mother – 
2.16. His mother’s sister – This is Salome (Zebedee; James, John) Jesus Aunt. 
2.16.1. Salome – “Ambitious towards her sons…yet brave in adversity.”
2.17. Mary wife of Cleopas – (sis-in-law of Mary of Naz. & Salome), also mother of James the less.

2.18. Mary Magdalene – (of Magdala) {7 demons}; even followed the body to the tomb.
2.18.1. 3 of the 4 women had 5 sons in the Christian cause. 
2.18.2. God Bless the Mary’s!
2.18.2.1. They were the last at the cross, the 1st at the sepulcher.
2.19. No woman’s lip betrayed her Lord; No woman’s hand ever smote Him; their eyes wept for Him; they gazed upon Him w/pitying awe & love.

2.19.1. To enlist women disciples was radical & revolutionary!
2.19.2. These ladies often forsook the comforts of home, but followed him all the way from Galilee.

2.19.3. They also willingly paid for His expenses & otherwise looked after His personal comfort!
2.19.3.1. Lk. 8:3 “and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who provided for Him from their substance.” 
2.20. Mary!
2.21. Mary’s last stand! (see vs.25)
2.21.1. We would have all understood had she swooned at this sight. Turned away from watching no longer. Even fled from the scene.
 
2.21.2. But no, she doesn’t crouch away, doesn’t faint, not even sink to the ground in her grief…but courageously stood!(25)

2.22. We have here “The last inch of a long sword”!
2.23. Read - Simeon’s Prophecy - Lk.2:34,35
2.23.1. The sword started piercing when she even came up pregnant as an unwed teen. 
2.23.1.1. At full term pregnancy she had to travel 80+ miles to Bethlehem, where her husband(typical guy)...forgot to make reservations! 

2.23.2. She then became a refugee to a foreign country for 2 yrs.
2.23.2.1. If you think that was a fun vacation, then you never made an international journey w/an infant crying in the backseat….of a donkey!!!


2.23.3. She had to here all the stories of many toddlers slaughtered by Herod all because of her & her baby.
2.23.3.1. Yet,They died that He might live; He died that they might live!

2.23.4. Then the day she heard those frightening words, “I thought he was w/you!” She had lost her Jr. higher on a vacation to Jerusalem...3 days anguish…the sword pierced again.
2.23.4.1. Q: Ever lost a child in the mall for 3 minutes?

2.23.5. She had meanwhile lost her husband.
2.23.6. What about the time when he quit the family business to become an itinerant preacher?

2.23.7. What about the time when Mary was seeking Jesus with her other sons & while waiting outside, I wonder if she heard his response inside, “who is my mother & who are my brothers?”…"For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother."

2.23.8. Now the death of her son. The cruel & barbarous torturous death of a crucifixion, then the spear dashed into his side...her sword was now in to the hilt!
2.23.8.1. A.W.Pink, “Never such bliss at a human birth, never such sorrow at an inhuman death.” 

2.24. There seems to be a clean & clear transition now from Son to Savior!
2.24.1. His “honoring his mother & father” was through. (didn’t stop at 18).

2.24.2. He doesn’t address her as Mother, but as Women(dear women), showing ”respect”, but not “intimacy”.
2.24.2.1. Interesting, He never calls her “mother” in scripture!
2.24.3. She had Him a Son, but 10,000 times better a Savior!
2.25. When does Mariology turn into Mariolatry?(Excessive veneration of)
2.25.1. Perpetual Virginity – Nope, she had kids after Jesus.
2.25.1.1. Mt.13:55,56; Mt.1:25(did not know her till she had brought forth)

2.25.2. Immaculate Conception – 1854, Pope Pius IX, said she was, “preserved free from all stain of original sin”.

2.25.2.1. Then her parents would have had to have been, etc, etc.
2.25.2.2. But also she claimed to be a sinner – Lk.1:46

2.25.3. Sinlessness of Mary – (not only orig sin) “in consequence of a spiritual privilege of grace from God, Mary was free from every personal sin during her whole life.”

2.25.4. Bodily Assumption of Mary – (1950) R.C.Church spoke ex cathedra “Mary was assumed body & soul into heaven”.


2.25.5. Mediatorship of Mary – A cooperative work w/Christ in redemption.
2.25.5.1. They say, “Christ is the sole mediator between God & man…this does not exclude a secondary mediatorship subordinate to Christ!”
2.25.5.2. Pope Leo XIII said in his Magne Dei Matris, “…just as no one can come to the Father on high except through the Son, so almost in the same manner, no one can come to Christ except through his mother.”


2.25.6. Veneration of Mary – 
2.25.6.1. Cultus Latriae = Worship/Adoration (given to God)
2.25.6.2. Cultus Duliae = Worship/ veneration(given to saints/angels)
2.25.6.3. Cultus Hyperduliae = Worship/veneration (given to Mary)

2.25.7. Read Poem! – Mary!

2.26. Wrap Up!
2.26.1. If Mary needed to meet Jesus at the cross, then you need to meet him there too.
2.26.2. If Mary needed to stand as a sinner at the cross, then you need to stand as a sinner at the cross.
2.26.3. If Mary needed to Jesus to die for her sins, then you need Jesus to die for your sins.
2.26.4. If Mary needed to trust Jesus for her salvation, then you need to trust Jesus for your salvation.

Mary

Mary was the 1st to plant a kiss on His head; Now that place given to a crown of thorns instead!
She had held his lil hands, the house He walked across; 
Now those hands riveted to a dirty ol’ Cross!
She had guided His lil feet in the right ways 1,2,3; Now they were fastened to a freshly cut tree!
She once held him arm & arm by her side;
Now a Roman spear thrust violently inside!
She loved to lightly scratch His lil back after playing in the yard;

Now that back was scratched, scraped and scarred!
As a boy after play, she’d loved to quench His thirst;

Now out of her reach proclaiming, “I thirst”!
She’d bandage any small cut from His working with wood; 

Now so many wounds, blood dripping where she stood!
She had wrapped Him in swaddling cloths day after day, 

Now beaten & stripped naked, all clothes taken away!
Now as she stares at her son high up on a board; She now sees her Savior,her Sword,her Lord!
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