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5th Cry From The Cross




       3-28-04
“I thirst!”
A Word of Suffering!
1. Intro:
1.1. He taught us how to live, & now He’ll teach us how to die!
2. jhgjhgjj! (Jn.19:28)
2.1. “I Thirst”! (Jn.19:28)

2.2. The 4th Word had been the echo of the deep suffering of his soul; The 5th Word is a cry from the suffering of the body!
2.2.1. Here for the 1st time he turns His attention to his own suffering.

2.2.2. He could have created a stream of fresh water flow into His mouth. Or cause it to start raining. But chose instead to cry out, “I thirst!”

2.3. Read Jn.19:28-30 
2.3.1. “Scripture fulfilled” was maybe a result & a purpose! 
2.3.2. See Ps.22:14,15  & Ps.69:21

2.3.3. Jesus Christ fulfilled all the qualifications of being the Messiah.
2.3.4. The OT said He would be betrayed – He was Ps.41:9.
2.3.5. The OT said He would be totally innocent – He was Is.53:9.
2.3.6. The OT said He would be mocked – He was Ps.22:7,8
2.3.7. The OT said He would be counted as a criminal – He was Is.53:12.
2.3.8. The OT said He would have His hands & feet pierced – They were Ps.22:16.
2.3.9. The OT said they would gamble for his Clothes – They did Ps.22:18.
2.3.10. The OT said He would be God-forsaken – He was Ps.22:1.
2.3.11. Even a prophecy given down to the beverage “they gave me vinegar for my thirst.” Ps.69:21
2.3.11.1. All of these were prophesied centuries before Jesus walked this earth.

2.3.12. Jesus had nothing to do w/bringing many of these to pass!
2.3.12.1. He didn’t betray himself; nor falsely accuse himself; mock himself; nor pierce his own hands & feet; nor gamble for His own clothes; protect His own bones; nor lay himself in a rich mans tomb!

2.3.13. By declaring “I thirst” Jesus was saying His sufferings measured up to the sufferings that the Savior of the world had to undergo to save His people. 

2.4. I Thirst - Jesus was fully conscious of saying this Word! Thepso/ 
2.4.1. Often after great mental & spiritual preoccupation then your made aware of your bodily needs.
2.4.1.1. Like in sports - when you get hurt while playing. Often times you tuff it out & keep on! (Then after....ouch!)

2.4.1.2. Jesus was absorbed in His temptation for 40 days - then afterward He was hungry(Mt.4:2)

2.4.1.3. Read a fantastic book you don’t want to put down, you forget about food or sleep. 

2.5. “I Thirst!” reflects His complete & full Humanity!!!!!
2.5.1. The definition given at the counsel of Chalcedon(a city near Istanbul, 451ad) affirms Christ was “truly God & truly man.”

2.5.2. The Nicene Creed puts it, “very God of very God”.
2.5.2.1. Yet, He also was a man, w/a human body, soul, & spirit.

2.5.3. It was a genuine thirst. It was a human thirst. God does not get thirsty. He is never short on fluids. Angels don’t even get thirsty.
 
2.5.4. So, this is proof of His humanness!

2.6. It’s interesting the 1st heresy in the church didn’t come against Jesus Divinity but against His Humanity.
2.6.1. Gnostics - Didn’t bel. God created the “evil” material world, but that a distant emanation of Him did? They bel. Jesus was a phantom when He lived on earth & didn’t have a body of flesh!

2.6.1.1. If He walked in sand he’d leave no foot prints! [Put that guy out of business with the “Foot prints in the sand”, placks]

2.6.1.2. 1 Jn.4:2,3 “Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God.”

2.7. The crucifixion obviously would cause Thirst!
2.7.1. Dehydration - Body fluids are depleted. And you crave liquids.
2.7.1.1. Crucifixion is a long, slow dehydration.
2.7.2. Excruciating pain! - Excruciating = (L.) “to crucify, or torture”, “Out of torture”.

2.7.3. When you combine “Darkness, Thirst, & isolation”, you have hell!
2.7.3.1. Jesus experienced Hell on the cross (each one of these).

2.7.3.2. In Hell there is intense thirst - Lk.16:24 “send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” 

2.7.3.3. Yet, note the opposite in heaven Rev.7:16,17.

2.8. This was His 2nd offer to Drink!
2.8.1. 1st - Mt.27:34 Medicated wine(wine w/gall) an anesthetic! A drink given in Mercy to stupefy the sufferer. 
2.8.1.1. He refused it, that He might meet His ordeal fully, intellectually alert & alive!

2.8.2. 2nd - Time He accepted…although w/o the gall this time. 
2.8.2.1. Though it didn’t quench His thirst, it revived him & strengthened him for the last cries which he uttered!
2.8.2.2. The soldier couldn’t have brought him water; nor new wine;…the prophecy called for vinegar(or, sour wine - fermentation beyond the alcohol stage) 

2.9. There was one other time where he asked a stranger for water. Who?
2.9.1. Jn.4 - Women at the well “Give me a drink!”

2.10. Jesus the Lord of nature, who could feed multitudes w/bread, & could supply a banquet w/wine. Oh, the depth of humiliation to which he stooped!
2.10.1. Quote #1956 Spurg.

2.11. Jesus Cried, “I’m Tired” as he waved on the disciples & sat by a well  wearied with exhaustion.

2.12. He cried, “I’m sleepy” on a boat, so he finds a dry spot, a leather pillow, & sacks out!

2.13. He cried, “I’m Angry” as he does a temple remodel, a one man riot, a spring cleaning in the temple.

2.13.1. Our master was a crucified carpenter who got thirsty!

2.14. Let’s not discount the possibility of it speaking spiritually also.
2.14.1. Jesus would say w/David, “As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God?” Ps.42:1,2

2.14.2. Yes, right after the forsakenness from His Father, you know He was thirsting for His Father’s presence!

2.15. Let’s look at one individual at the foot of the cross - Mt.27:48.
2.15.1. “Immediately one of them ran” - The rest said, “let him alone”.

2.15.2. Q: Who was this soldier who served Jesus so beautifully in his last moments?

2.15.3. We don’t know his name. He was so busy doing his act of kindness that he failed to leave us his autograph!

2.15.4. Yet, I’m sure there’s one place where his name is not forgotten (lambs book).

2.15.5. Jesus I’m sure was able to say to him later, “I was thirsty & you gave me a drink!” 

2.15.6. Read – Sponge Poem. 

2.16. We were not present at Calvary on that 1st Good Fri. to give Him water. Yet, we can help to quench His thirst for human souls!
2.16.1. We can take part in the great work of drawing human souls to the cross!

2.17. End: Jn.7:37 - Thirst - Come – Drink!
2.17.1. We are born thirsty creatures! (ask any new mom!)
2.17.2. And so we are born w/a spiritual thirst built into our soul also!
2.17.3. Be thirsty for God! - We are thirsty people. We go through life panting for something, anything,…that will gratify our thirsty souls.

2.17.3.1. We try material things: we shop we buy, we hoard…still thirsty. Many try sex: they indulge their bodies in many lusts…still thirsty. Some try success:…but still their mouth is dry. 

2.17.3.2. These are all watering holes that give an illusion of nourishment…but it is stagnant water, full of pollution!

2.17.3.3. They are broken cisterns that lure the unsuspecting.

2.17.3.4. All of these things become like “saltwater”! - They look like they’ll refresh us, but they leave us even thirstier than we were before!!!

2.17.3.5. Some will thirst for all eternity. Like the rich man that died & went to hell, “Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” Lk.16:24

2.17.3.5.1. Erwin Lutzer said, “Hell is heightened desires w/decreased satisfaction. Hell is the inflamed desires of the body, w/no possibility of a drink. Hell is remembering the Living Water we could have enjoyed on earth that would have taken us to heaven.”

2.17.3.6. Hell a perpetual thirsting; Heaven a perpetual quenching!

2.18. Rev.22:17 “And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.”
� Adapted from Philip Ryken; pg.41





