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6th & 7th Cry From The Cross



  4-4-04
“It is finished!" - “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.”

A Word of Victory & Contentment!
1. Intro:
1.1. Q: What will we say before we die? How will we die? Will we die well!
1.1.1. Erwin Lutzer said, “You & I were born w/an expiration date!”
1.1.2. We can answer will we die well? by simply living well! Accomplish what God want you to finish! - Fulfill why He has you here!

1.1.3. Jesus was only 33 but had finished all of His responsibilities. 
1.1.3.1. Yes, you can die young & yet fulfill the will of God.

2. FINISHING WELL! (Jn.19:30)
2.1. Jn.12:24 “...unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.”

2.2. Tetelestai/ = Finished, Complete, Accomplished, Achieved!
2.2.1. Not, “I’m Finished!” - This was no cry of despair. No moan of resignation.

2.2.2. Jesus gave the most triumphant cry in all of human history!
2.2.3. It was a cry of completion! A cry of fulfillment! A cry of Victory!
2.2.4. It must have been humorous for some at the cross to here a man nailed to a cross yelling, “I’ve completed it! - I’m Victorious!”

2.2.5. Jn.17:4 "I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.”

2.3. Jesus was a “Finisher!”
2.3.1. Michelangelo was a genius. He excelled as a sculpture, designer, painter, & architect. His statues of Moses & David, to name but a few, are widely recognized & appreciated. What many people do not know is that in Florence, Italy, an entire hall is filled with his “unfinished” sculptural works. As great as this artist was, he left much unfinished. 
Jesus Christ left no unfinished work! [#1540]

2.3.2. Human tendency is to quit - He finished! He stuck to it! He remained!
2.3.2.1. Q: Are you a quitter? Are you close to quitting? Are you weary of doing good? 
2.3.2.2. Q: Are you ready to quit your job before God has confirmed it? Are you discouraged as a parent? Are you discouraged w/your marriage? Can’t seem to resist temptation? 
2.3.2.2.1. Don’t give up! - Go 1 more! - Finish!

2.4. Archaeologists have repeatedly found Tetelestai’s Latin equivalent, consummatum est, scrawled across tax receipts used in those days, indicating it also meant "paid" or “paid in full”. 
2.4.1. The purchase was made. No debts outstanding. No further payments were required.

2.4.2. With sin's account settled, our debt of guilt was indeed wiped out!
2.5. So, “It is finished” speaks of both the Chronological sense of “ended” & the Theological sense of “achieved” (Jn.19:28).

2.6. What Is Finished?
2.6.1. I agree with Mr. Spurgeon who said, “it would need all the other words that ever have been spoken, or ever can be spoken, to explain this one word. It is altogether immeasurable. It is high; I cannot attain to it. It is deep; I cannot fathom it.”

2.7. [1] All Prophecies concerning His 1st Advent! (That’s a lot!)

2.8. [2] The Completion of His Sufferings! 
2.8.1. All earthly sufferings: Starting as a baby. Smelly stable, feeding trough; “His nursery mates, some cows & donkeys”
; death threats as a toddler; forced to be a refugee; despised & rejected by man; almost thrown of a cliff;…then there’s the crucifixion! He was “a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.”

2.9. [3] The Goal of the Incarnation is reached!
2.9.1. He came to: “seek & save that which was lost” (Lk.19:10); 
to “save sinners” (1 Tim.1:15); 
“to redeem them that were under the law” (Gal.4:4); 
“To take away our sins” (1 Jn.3:5). 
2.9.2. His work on earth was finished: Jn.17:4 “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.”

2.9.3. Jn.5:36 “But I have a greater witness than John's; for the works which the Father has given Me to finish--the very works that I do--bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.”

2.9.4. [4] The Accomplishment of the Sacrifice & Atonement! 
2.9.4.1. The priests were never allowed to sit down while they were working. Which pointed to the fact their work was never done. 
2.9.4.2. There was an endless stream of sacrifices.

2.9.4.3. Atonement = to make amends, to make things right. - “To make amends of a debt.”
2.9.4.4. He didn’t just make a down payment & then expect me to keep up the installments.


2.10. [5] The End of Our sins! 
2.10.1. Our sins were transferred to the Savior! 
2.10.1.1. Is.53:6 “the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”
2.10.1.2. If laid on Him, they’re no longer on me!

2.10.2. Sin still dwells In me, but not On me!
2.10.2.1. Example: If one receives Christ they are no longer under condemnation. Sin is no longer on him...it’s on our scapegoat.

2.10.2.2. Therefore, “The cross of Christ is the grave of our sins!”
2.10.3. Spurgeon said, “There is no mortgage on the saints!”

2.11. [6] A Fulfillment of the Law Requirements! 
2.11.1. Mt.5:17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”
2.11.2. Gal. 3:13 “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law,”
2.11.3. Rom.10:4 “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”
2.11.4. Rom.10:14 “For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.”
2.11.4.1. A. W. Pink, “Free from the Law, O happy condition! Jesus hath bled, & there is remission, Cursed by the Law & dead by the fall, Grace hath redeemed us once for all.”

2.11.5. Spurgeon “We can stand w/confidence despite the thunder of the law & the lightening flash of justice, for we are safe beneath the cross”

2.12. [7] The Destruction of Satan’s Power!
2.12.1. Jn.12:31 “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”
2.12.1.1. The sentence was passed, though not executed yet!
2.12.1.2.  - “Cast out” future passive.
2.12.2. Like when King Saul was stripped of his title as king yet pursued David for 10 yrs…so Satan pursues us though he has been toppled by One greater than he.

2.12.3. Examples: Lightening & thunder strike at the same time, but we see the lighting before we hear the rumble.
2.12.4. The gun at a track meet: you see the smoke before you hear the gun shot.

2.12.5. So, from God’s standpoint both the victory & the judgment of the devil already took place on the cross.

2.12.6. Col.2:15(NIV) “And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.”
2.12.6.1. Believers, yes we fight Satan & his minions today, but…pssst…the fight is fixed. The outcome is not in doubt!

2.13. Finished....don’t try to add to it!
2.13.1. Quote: (Pink pg,119,120) Farmer/Gate.
2.13.1.1. Don’t try to refinish the finished work of Jesus Christ!
2.13.2. There is nothing left for God to do, “It is finished!”
There is nothing left for you to do, “it is finished!”

2.13.3. Salvation is not something to be earned, but a gift to be received!
2.13.3.1. “Just as I am w/o 1 plea, but that thy blood was shed for me; & that though biddest me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come!”

2.13.4. He doesn’t want our worthiness but our willingness to accept Christ’s payment on our behalf!


3. TOTAL DEPENDANCE! (Lk.23:46)
3.1. The Timing, Impeccable!
3.1.1. He was our Passover Lamb, it was Passover, it was 3pm!

3.1.2. Ex.12:6 “'Now you shall keep it(lamb) until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight.” (lit. “between the evenings” – i.e. between sunset & dark. To the Jews that was between 3-6pm)

3.1.3. It was a death by appointment (not an accident!)

3.1.4. This is how we die also, not according to the will of cancer, or from an erratic drunk driver. No we die under God’s providential care!

3.1.5. We do not pray, “Father into the hands of accidents or the apparent randomness of ill health I commit my spirit.”

3.1.6. “We will pass through the curtain according to God’s clock, not the timetable of random fate!” (Lutzer)
3.1.6.1. See Ps.31:14,15

3.2. This was a deliberate act of dismissing His spirit.
3.2.1. This was not a suicide though, which is using some external means to snuff out our life. But instead simply dismissing his spirit.

3.2.2. This was not just passing on into oblivion or unconsciousness, nothingness, nor annihilation. 
3.2.2.1. His spirit was going some place…to the Father!
3.2.2.2. Eccl.12:7 “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will return to God who gave it.”

3.2.3. So, Jesus believed in a hereafter! 
3.2.3.1. Prov.23:18 “For surely there is a hereafter, And your hope will not be cut off.”
3.2.3.2. Remember Jesus knew what He was talking about…for He came from there!

3.2.4. And so, when we die we to pass from this life into the loving hands of the Father who is waiting in heaven to receive us to Himself!

3.3. These were the dying word of: 
3.3.1. Stephen, Polycarp(Bishop of Smyrna) Martin Luther, Philipp Melanchthon, Jerome, & John Huss. 
3.3.2. When John Huss was condemned by the Council of Constance (1415) the bishop who was conducting the ceremony said, “And now we commit thy soul to the devil.” Huss calmly replied, “I commit my spirit into thy hands, lord Jesus Christ; unto thee I commend my spirit, which thou hast redeemed.”

3.4. How to Face Death! 
3.4.1. We see no protesting, no crying, no defiance, & no resignation. 
3.4.2. Here is a “Triumphal Entry!”
3.4.3. Death is not the end of the road, but simply a bend in the road!

3.5. What was taking place in the high walls of heaven? 
3.5.1. Jesus was coming home!.....And showed up with one poor thief!.....“I’m Home!” - What a reunion!”
3.6. As a rule “men die as they live!”
3.6.1. There was a famous restaurant owner who had many restaurants across the continent. When he was about to die the family gathered around his bed to hear his last words, he said, “Slice the ham thin!”
3.6.1.1. There was nothing necessarily wicked about that statement it only displayed his ruling passion in his life!

3.6.2. Another man was lead to Christ on his death bed, the family rejoiced greatly. But as he slipped off, his last words were shocking for the family, for they weren’t a prayer, but he unconsciously was cursing & swearing as he went. 
3.6.2.1. He had schooled his tongue in the language of blasphemy... “We die as we live!”

3.6.2.2. Quote: #1021 Stalin’s Terrible death.

3.6.3. “God does not promise a calm passage through the pathway of death, but he does promise a safe landing!”
 [i.e.Jesus brutal death]

3.7. In Jesus finale hour turned to the Hymnbook of his people! 
3.7.1. It is no surprise that His last quote was both a Prayer & a Quotation from Scripture.

3.7.2. Ps.31:5 – Turn to! [Note: He left off “redeemed me”, & added the endearing “Father”]

3.8. Jesus however so saturated His mind & heart w/the bible that both its thought & its language became his own. 
3.8.1. Lk.2:52 “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”

3.8.2. Quote: “The 4 gospels contain 3920 verses. 1865 of these are Jesus words recorded. This is 48%. Of his quoted conversation, 179 verses are literal OT words. Thus, 10% of His daily conversation of Jesus consisted of OT words, quoted literally.


3.8.3. Jesus always had His spiritual sword next to his side, ready to thrust its keen edge into any enemy that came His way! “It is written”.
3.8.4. So even in these 7 cries from the cross, 4 are quotes from the OT.
3.8.4.1. So Jesus was filling His mind & strengthening His spirit. 
3.8.4.2. He wasn’t trying to keep a “stiff upper lip”, or “look for a sliver lining”, but He endured by an act of deliberate remembering & clinging too God’s prophecies & promises! 
3.8.4.3. Q: Shouldn’t we then do the same?
3.9. “Commit” - To deposit w/another, to give him charge, to commit.
3.9.1. “Into your hands do I deposit my spirit!”
3.9.2. Here is the banking trust of a confident depositor!
3.9.3. This is the fine art of banking on God! 
3.9.3.1. Jesus had a lifetime here on earth of making small deposits to the Father....This was His last deposit!

3.9.4. The question is not whether we shall “bank on God”, but rather “on what kind of God are we banking?” 

3.10. “Commit” - This committal of himself was a habit of Jesus!
3.10.1. “I trust My spirit into your hands!” - This is the whole meaning of our Christian religion (complete trust in the Father)!

3.11. Q: Have YOU said, “Father into your hands I commit my spirit?”
3.12. Our Step #1 - Obedience! Coming to the Father we must be Obedient to Him.
3.12.1. When Paul explained what happened on the road to Damascus(his conversion) to Herod Agrippa, he ended it with “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.”
3.12.2. When Matthew sat at his tax collecting table & Jesus said “Follow Me!” - He arose & obeyed…he followed Him!
3.12.3. When the rich young ruler however was told to “Follow Him” - It is said of him that “he went away”.
3.12.4. Don’t hold back! - Obey Him!

3.13. Step #2 - Give yourself wholly to Him!
3.13.1. Story - A great artist was spending a few days in a humble home, & it so happened that the family’s lil girl had a birthday. - She had received a silk fan, just an ordinary one, & when she showed it to the artist he said “leave it with me for a while & I will paint you a picture on it!” But she snatched it away saying, “You shall not spoil my fan!”
3.13.2. Don’t hold back! - Give yourself wholly to Him!

3.14. Step #3 - Trust fully in Him!
3.14.1. “The Good Shepherd who has been w/His sheep during the sunny days will not leave them at nightfall when they need Him most!”
3.14.1.1. He will be there for you!
3.14.2. Don’t hold back! – Trust fully in Him!
3.15. End: Story about the deer. (Sidlow Baxter, Awake my Heart pg.113)
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