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A.S.K. = Ask, Seek, Knock!



    11-25-01

“Mt.7:9-12 – God welcomes Prayers!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Read Text!
1.2. Setting – Sermon on the mount. (See 5:1 & 8:1)
1.3. Context – Earlier in this sermon He gave the model prayer. Now He assures them He welcomes prayer!

1.4. Outline – “A Petition Prayer, A Passionate Prayer, A Persistent Prayer!”
1.4.1. This is not 3 “kinds” of prayer, but instead 3 “degrees of fervency” in the praying heart!
1.4.1.1. They increase in urgency.
1.4.1.2. They also reveal the privilege of “drawing nearer, & nearer, & nearer still” to God!
1.4.2. 1st thing to note is that in Greek the 3 verbs are ‘present imperative’. Thus, it reads more like, “Keep on asking, Keep on seeking, Keep on knocking”. (So all 3 speak of persistency)

1.5. Richard Glover gives this analogy of the process of a child asking something of his mother.
1.5.1. ASK – If mother is near & visible, he simply asks for what he needs.
1.5.2. Seek – If she is not near & visible, he seeks her, & having found her, he then asks.
1.5.3. Knock –  If, finding her, he finds her inaccessible, within her chamber, unwilling to be disturbed, he knocks, till he gains her attention & consent.

1.5.4. Sometimes with child like simplicity…we just Ask!
1.5.5. Other times when all around you is dark, you Seek Him more diligently. 
{See Job 23:3, & 8-10}
1.5.6. Still other times we seem shut out! - Like Jeremiah cried, “Even when I cry and shout, He shuts out my prayer.” – It’s as if God cries out like the man in the parable(Lk.11) “I cannot rise and give to you”! – Yet Jesus says, not to despair…but to keep on Knocking.

1.6. If we fail anywhere in prayer (besides just not praying!) it is in the realm of patience. 
1.6.1. A little delay…we grow weary, discouraged, & disappointed. And then usually cease to pray.
1.6.2. Ask, Seek, & Knock show us straight away…God doesn’t always answer prayers immediately.
1.6.3. So, we not only have an invitation to pray but to persevere in prayer, never taking silence as a refusal.

2. A.SK – A Petition Prayer! (7a)
2.1. He bids us come & ask…as opposed to forcing of our way into His presence.
2.1.1. We are NOT intruding upon Him. {“Now What!!!”}
2.1.2. What a royal invitation to meet the king! – {Why are we so slow to except it?}
2.2. He wants us to rely on His divine bounty!
2.2.1. We are beggars in dire need of help.
2.2.2. Remember the Pharisee & the Tax Collector who went down to the Temple to pray? 
2.2.2.1. The Pharisee asks nothing. He told the Lord how good he was!
2.2.2.2. The Tax Collector asks/pleads, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”

2.3. He does not invite us to Ask in order to mock us, by refusing our request.
2.3.1. Often times we’ll ask for bread & He’ll give us “Cake!” - We’ll ask for fish & He’ll bless us with “Lobster”!
2.3.2. We are not trying to induce Him to give, but to fit us to receive!
2.4. Also, asking presupposes belief in a personal God w/whom we can have fellowship.
2.4.1. If you “ask” that implies faith in a God who can, does, & will answer.
2.4.2. Can you imagine, “Oh God, if there be a God, save my soul if I have a soul!”

2.5. Result? (8a) – “For everyone who asks receives”
2.5.1. You receive it. - It isn’t lent to you. It isn’t sold to you.
2.5.2. Yet, you don’t have, because you don’t ask, or…you ask with wrong motives!
2.5.3. 1 Jn.5:14 “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”
2.5.4. Folks, when we pray we are coming before The King!…Ask!!!
2.5.4.1. Do you need Bread? Fish? Cleansing from sin? A new wardrobe(sp.)? Armor to fight spiritual warfare? {A Belt? Breastplate? Shoes? – Helmet? Shield? Sword?} Ask!
2.5.5. Our Heavenly Father knows how to give far better than we know how to ask!

3. S.EEK – A Passionate Prayer! (7b)
3.1. Now we come to eagerness of prayer. Passionate prayer!
3.1.1. This characterizes true seekers.
3.1.2. God isn’t playing hard to get here!
3.1.3. God isn’t holding out the proverbial carrot in front of you.
3.1.4. God isn’t placing the dog biscuit on your nose telling you, “wait, wait, wait…good boy”!
3.1.5. No, He is determined to cultivate a relationship w/you!
3.1.6. He wants you to develop your spiritual communications skills!

3.1.7. We are treasure hunters seeking treasure hidden from plain view.
3.1.8. When we are not hearing the response we must go on a quest, searching, seeking. Yet, with the right spirit of humility & sincerity.
3.1.8.1. “He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”
3.1.9. Seeking “Gods will” for instance often requires diligent search & examination of Gods word…along with Praying.
3.2. Result? (8b) – “He who seeks finds”
3.2.1. Azariah said to Asa in 2 Chron.15 “If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.”(2) Then we read, “but when in their trouble they turned to the LORD God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by them.”(4) Their search was rewarded because they “sought Him with all their soul; and He was found by them,”(15).

4. K.NOCK – A Persistent Prayer! (7c)
4.1. We must not only Petition; but Petition with Passion; & Petition w/Passion w/Persistence!

4.2. This is knocking & knocking until the door is opened!
4.3. “Apparent delay in opening the door from the divine side teaches us patience & persistency in prayer until at last the door is opened, & the Master appears w/His answer to our petition.”

4.3.1. Didn’t Paul knock regarding his thorn 3 times?
4.3.2. Didn’t Jesus Knock in Gethsemane 3 times? 
4.3.2.1. “And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly.”
4.3.2.2. How He practiced his own precept!
4.3.2.3. “Men ought always to pray & not faint!”
4.3.3. Didn’t Jacob say, “I will not let You go unless You bless me!” …That’s persistence!
4.4. Result? (8c) – “To him who knocks it will be opened”
4.4.1. “Prayer pulls the rope below and the great bell rings above in the ears of God. Some scarcely stir the bell, for they pray so languidly(weak). Others give but an occasional pluck at the rope. But he who wins with heaven is the man who grasps the rope boldly and pulls continuously, with all his might.” (Spurgeon)

4.4.2. To receive a gift is simple; to find a treasure is more enriching; to enter a palace is best of all!

5. GOOD GIFTS! (9,10)
5.1. Bread, the main dish. Fish the side dish.
5.1.1. The stones on the shore of Galilee resembled their bread.
5.1.2. The serpent he spoke of was probable the “water snake”.
5.1.3. Luke adds 1 more, “Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?”
5.1.4. Or in the Living Bible, “if he asks for scrambled eggs, will he offer him a scorpion omelet?”…just kidding!
6. YOUR FATHER! (11)
6.1. Your Father – only believers here.
6.2. The heavenly Father will not disappoint his children.
6.2.1. This doesn’t mean He will always give them what they want(not even an earthly father is that foolish!)

6.2.2. It means he will not give them anything that is bad for them.
6.2.3. He will give good things to those who ask Him, on the basis of Lk.11:13 “how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!" 
6.3. The Father loves & cares for His children , but He wants us to ask for things we need.
6.4. "A father told of a time when he moved his family to a new house that was a mansion compared to their previous house. His youngest son, ran around every room and scanned every article in sight, calling out in childish wonder at every new sight, 'Is this ours, father? And is this ours?' – He didn’t say, “Is this Yours, is this Yours?”…And…the father wasn’t the least bit offended with his son’s freedom.

6.5. “How much more” – He doesn’t say how much more…He just leaves that to our imagination & our meditations!
7. GOLDEN RULE! (12)
7.1. We should always be ready to use Christ’s golden rule. 
7.1.1. When you run into an emergency when there is no time to ask for the advice of a friend or to consult a book. 
7.1.2. It should be like a well-worn pocketknife,…“always ready to use!”
7.2. This was actually an oft-quoted rule.
7.2.1. In Buddhism it is found, & Brahmanism it is found, in the Talmud the Rabbi Hillel taught, “What though wouldest not wished for thyself, do not unto thy neighbor…” {Talmud, Sabb.31}
7.2.2. Confucius said, “Do nothing to your neighbor which afterward you would not have your neighbor do to you.” {Mahabharta XIII.5571}
7.2.3. So, was Jesus borrowing from the “sacred” books of the east? - No, but what He does do is takes a “popular” quote of the day & makes it “doubly good”. How? One big distinction is that Jesus puts it in the positive!
7.2.3.1. See, If you did not kill your neighbor, or you did not steal from him, you could also just leave him alone & never talk to him, when this is placed in the negative. {Where’s the love?}
7.2.3.2. Christ takes a “Bronze Rule” & turns it into a “Golden Rule”!
7.3. At an Ivy league school the head of the astronomy department was speaking to the dean of the divinity school. The astronomy professor said, "Now, let's face it.  In religion, what it all boils down to very simply is that you should love your neighbor as you love yourself.  It's the Golden Rule, right?"  "Yes, I suppose that's true," replied the dean of the divinity school.  "Just as in astronomy it all boils down to one thing--'Twinkle, twinkle, little star.' "

7.4. Wrap up:
7.4.1. Doorknockers in the old days fell against an old nail-head. People used to smite them so heavily that a proverb arose, “as dead as a door-nail!” It meant a hearty kind of knocking! – That is the type of knocking Jesus is speaking about here. Knock at heavens gate, for the things of heaven as earnestly as this, & it will be opened unto you!
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