INTRO:


2 weeks ago: we looked @ A Christians Job Description!


This week: we’ll look @ A Christians Is!


Read - #158 (BP) “Tell em Mama”


Keep this Question in mind: “What will you do today that nobody but a Christian would do?”�


1ST THE DEFINITION!


Websters: [1] A Decent Respectible Person. (This is the typical response, “of course I’m a Christian.”)�[2] Having the qualities demonstrated & taught by Jesus Christ, as love, kindness, etc. 


Zond. Encyc.: “One who excepts w/ALL its implications, the Lordship of J.C.”


Read Terms: #140 (BP) 


Live in Calif./your a Californian; Live in Christ/Christian.�


1ST CALLED CHRISTIANS!


Acts 11:26 “And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”


This was about 43ad.


It 1st was a reproach (by Greeks & Romans) to the followers of Jesus.


The Jews didn’t like the Christians because they were proselytizing their members to Christianity!


The Romans didn’t like the Christians because Nero blamed them for the great fire of July ad64 where ½ of Rome burned. 


Nero wanted to rebuild Rome, so he torched it. It back fired against him so he blamed it on the Christians. 


They were known among themselves as: “Brethren, the Faithful, the elect, saints, believers, disciples.”�


A CHRISTIAN IS CHANGED!


This new changed life has been likened to a Butterfly: “And as Butterflies we no longer can live like Caterpillars!”


A butterfly can still fly down to the ground & go back to crawling. But they are much more Agile, safe, & beautiful in flight!


S.D. Wild Animal Park: Butterfly exhibit - Their colors only showed when it took flight!


Q: Are you Flying or Crawling!


This new changed life is likened unto a House w/a new Tenant!


An old neighbor down our street let their house go: The lawn was dead, bushes & trees overgrown, all around shabby. 


One day the house got new tenants: The replanted the lawn, trimmed the bushes & trees, & cleaned everything up.


The Difference? There was a dramatic improvement in the appearance of the house because there was a change in those who lived in the house! 


In the same way: It is impossible that there not be a change in a persons life once he or she becomes a Christian - Because there is a perfect New Resident within…the H.S.!�


A CHRISTIAN’S MOTTO:


The Knights Pledge: “Live pure, speak truth, right the wrong, follow the king,; else wherefore are you born.”


President Garfield: “If anybody speaks evil against you, let your life so that no one believes him.”


Francis of Assisi: “It is no use walking anywhere to preach unless we preach as we walk.”�


A CHRISTIAN’S HOME!


Q: Is this a good definitionof a Christians home? “A place where peace, tranquillity, & Joy continuously reign? NO! Remember sinners live there!


Parents fail miserably - With one another; w/their children; w/God.


Children fail also: Weather it be throwing a tantrum on isle 7 in Stater bros.; or new crayon racing stripes down the hall to add to your decor;  or the car brought back w/a dent in it. 


That’s a Christian home!  - Then what’s the difference From their unbelieving neighbor???


“A truly Christian home is a place where sinners live; but it is also a place where the members of that home admit the fact & understand the problem, know what to do about it & as a result grow by Grace!”


Huson Taylor said, “If your Father & Mother, your sister & brother, if the very cat & dog in the house are not happier for your being a Christian, it is a question whether you really are?”


The Christian home, then, is a place where sinful persons face the problems of a sinful world. Yet, they face them together w/God & His resources, which are all centered in Christ.  


“Sinners live in a Christian home, but the sinless Savior lives there too! That is what makes the difference.” �


A CHRISTIAN SINS!


But Christians: [1] Admit their sins; [2] know what to do about their sin; & [3] Progress out of their sins. 


[1] They Admit their sins: Read - 1 Jn.1:8-10


Christians shouldn’t rationalize sin, make excuses, blame shift, or cover up sin!


We need to be Open, Honest, & Real! (hidden sins, lead to more sins)


[2] They know what to do about their sins!


They have the Bible as their standard of Faith & Practice! 


They don’t know only why problems occur in the home, but know what to do about them - We can use Biblical principles & Precepts to successfully handle each occurrence of sin. 


[3] They Progress out of their sin!


Where their is Spiritual Life, There’s also Spiritual Growth!


No Christian can remain the same yesterday, today, & tomorrow. 


There will be growth out of Sin & into Righteousness, where there is: The study of the Bible; Prayer, witnessing, & Fellowship of the saints. 


The Spirit of God will be at work producing His Fruit. �


A CHRISTIAN IS DEPENDANT, NOT INDEPENDANT!


There are 3 ways a Skier can get to the top of the mountain: [1] Walk up [2] Be pulled up by the T-Bar [3] or Ride the chair up. 


[1] Walking up = Doing in your own strength.


[2] Being pulled up = Relying partly on God & partly on your own strength.


[3] Riding the chair = Total Dependence on Christ!


Q: Which one describes your Christianity?


Q: Let’s ask again, “What will we do today that nobody but as Christian would do?”


We can talk to God/only a Christian can! 


We can Bear the Fruit of the Spirit, where true love is the key:  


“Joy Is love singing; Peace is love resting; Long-suffering is love enduring; Kindness is love’s touch; Goodness is love’s character; Faithfulness is love’s habit; Gentleness is love’s self-forgetfulness; & Self-control is love holding the reigns!” (Barnhouse)


Q: Let’s ask again, “What will we do today that nobody but as Christian would do?”
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