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Bible Difficulties & “Alleged” Discrepancies! 
 8-22-99

1. Intro:
1.1. Guidelines for Bible Difficulties & “alleged” Discrepancies!
1.2. “We believe the bible is from God, & thus w/o error. We approach the problems of scripture in the confidence that there is some solution.”

1.2.1. Is that some unfair bias? – No. The bible has proven itself throughout the ages. We hold it innocent till proven guilty!!!
1.2.1.1. The accuser must prove error!
1.3. When a problem cannot be solved what do we do?
1.3.1. When we cannot solve a problem, we admit it.
1.3.2. However, we are not saying it cannot be solved.
1.3.3. We hold that a possible solution is all that is demanded. 
1.3.4. We do not have to prove that a possible interpretation is the correct solution, but simply that there is a reasonable solution to the apparent problem. 
1.3.5. When a problem is unresolved we simply wait for more evidence or for a better theory to explain it.
1.4. Let’s look at 6 general approaches to bible problems.

2. Truth is Emphasized not Verbatim Accounts!
2.1. Words did not need to be verbatim duplication; they only needed to convey the truth accurately. 
2.2. Peters confession:
2.2.1. Mt.16:16 "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
2.2.2. Mrk 8:29 "You are the Christ."
2.2.3. Lk.9:20 "The Christ of God."
2.2.4. Matthew gave the more complete quotation – Mark the crucial element – Luke a summary!
2.3. If 3 witnesses in court gave 3 verbatim testimonies, they immediately become suspect!
2.4. There may be more than one way to express the same meaning accurately. (The elephant analogy)
2.5. Q: Why is there a difference sometimes when the O.T. is being quoted in the N.T.?
2.5.1. Sometimes they are quoting from the Septuagint rather than the Hebrew.
2.5.2. Often there is no attempt to make a direct quotation. 

3. Each Author has a Purpose for Writing!
3.1. So many details can be left out if your writing to Gentiles & not Jews.
3.2. Examples: 
3.2.1. Matthew mentions both thieves speaking against Christ. – Luke only one.
3.2.1.1. Matthew highlights the opposition against Christ – Luke highlights the one thief’s change! 

4. Jesus Said & Did Similar Things!
4.1. If Jesus didn’t refer to the feeding of the 5000 & the 4000 as separate events people would see that as a discrepancy. (Mt.16:9,10)

5. History is written differently!
5.1. Rules for writing history in the Heb/Gk. Culture are not the same as today.
5.1.1. They did not feel they needed an exact transcription that we require for courts today.

5.1.2. Biblical writers used “Phenomenal Language” – (everyday language that speaks of things as they appear).
5.1.2.1. Examples: The bible speaks of the sun rising. Not scientifically any more than what we mean when we talk of the sun rising & setting. 
5.1.2.2. The bible speaks of the “ends of the earth” – not inferring a flat or square earth.
5.1.2.3. Jesus referred to the Mustard seed as being the smallest of seeds. – He wasn’t teaching botany! He was speaking generally, as we might say that the tallest men are basketball players. 

6. Transcription Errors!
6.1. Letters were used for numbers in both Heb/Gk.
6.2. Different O.T. accounts show different numbers(eg. people killed in battle)
6.3. There is a difference in the hand-copied manuscripts.
6.4. Transcript errors are our last resort & do not affect any major doctrine!
6.4.1. Transcript errors are very few in # & it means that one manuscript or the other is in error. 
6.4.2. “It’s been said that all the N.T. differences in the text that affect the meaning of a passage could be printed on one page of the Greek N.T., & that none affect a major doctrine!” 

7. Obscure Passages must give way to Clear Passages! 
7.1. 1 Cor.15:29 – Baptism for the Dead???
7.1.1. Mormons took to mean there is no salvation except by water baptism administered by a qualified Mormon Priest. 
7.1.2. This of course had to be extended to those millions who had already died w/o knowledge of Joseph Smiths “restored gospel”. 
7.2. Context? – Baptism isn’t even remotely the subject under discussion.
7.2.1. The theme was the resurrection. 
7.2.2. Fact! – Baptism for the dead was practiced by heretical cults (Marcionites/Montanists)
7.2.2.1. Paul’s reference was to something “abnormal”. 
7.2.2.2. Paul never approves of this practice. He simply states it as implying a belief in the resurrection.
7.2.2.3. Also note…”They”!
7.2.3. This “baptism for the dead” dies when we pull together the extensive references to baptism in the N.T.
7.3. Obscure passages must give way to Clear passages!

8. End:
8.1. Mark Twain summed up this well when he said, “My problem is not w/the parts of the bible I do not understand, but w/those I do!”
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