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Biblical Requirements for Serving!

  3-8-99

“Children’s Conference!”


1. INTRO!
1.1. Q: Who should work in ministry? – Who are disqualified, & why? – Can you fire volunteers? – What is God’s requirement to working in ministry? 

1.2. Of course the requirement of a relationship w/God! 
1.2.1. This goes w/o saying…so I’m going to say it!
1.2.2. Deut.10:12 “"And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, " 
1.2.3. Micah 6:8 “He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, & to walk humbly with your God!”

1.3. One main requirement…FAITHFULNESS!
1.4. Read - 1 Cor.4:2
2. FAITHFUL!
2.1. The supreme quality required in a steward is Fidelity, or Faithfulness!
2.2. “It is not the person who is eloquent, highly trained, or multi-gifted that God blesses. It is the person who is “faithful!” (w.w.)
2.2.1. More than 20 times in the N.T. the word Faithful is applied to people who serve the Lord.
2.2.2. Faithfulness is more than reciting a creed, or just claiming to love Jesus. No, faithfulness to God is tested in the daily course of living.

2.3. The Extent? - All the way down to the “smallest things”.
2.3.1.  Lk.16:10 “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.”

2.3.2. How we respond to our Sunday School responsibilities or our daily responsibilities is a measure of character. 
2.3.3. Our faithfulness in little things determines our readiness to be responsible for larger matters. 

2.4. Let’s look at 4 things a steward is to be faithful to: {“Faithful to his Master; to his Masters Church; his Masters Resources; & his Masters Gospel!”}

3. [1] Faithful to his Master!
3.1. Our responsibility is to be faithful to our Master. We may not please the members of the household, but that isn’t our aim!
3.2. We must live to please God, not men!
3.3. 2 Cor.5:9 “Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.”
3.4. Heb.13:20,21 “Now may the God of peace…make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”

3.5. A Steward then is to be Faithful to his Master, &…

4. [2] Faithful to his Masters Church!
4.1. Read -  Heb.10:24,25
4.2. 1st you/they have to be in regular attendance of public worship! (25a)
4.3. You can’t just go to serve, but you/they need to get fed to also.  
4.3.1. 1 Cor.11:23 “For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you:”
4.3.2. 1 Cor.15:3 “For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received:”
4.3.3. It’s a “Take & Give” relationship! 
4.4. Q: Do you/they long to come to church?
4.4.1. Read- Ps.84 “sons of Korah”

4.4.1.1. vs.10 - Oh, that we might seek just to be on His porch, & even peer into the peep hole to get a glimpse of Jesus. To hold the door that many might enter.
4.4.1.2. Spurgeon said, “God’s doorstep is a happier rest than downy couches within the pavillions of royal sinners, though we might lie there for a lifetime of luxuary.”

4.5. 2nd Consider “One Another”…not yourself!
4.5.1. How many come with the intent to “be ministered to” (Even Jesus Himself didn’t do that!)
4.6. 3rd Stir up Love & Good Works! 
4.6.1. “Stir up” – Incite or provoke.
4.6.1.1. I stir you, you stir me.
4.7. 4th Exhort/Encourage one another!
4.7.1. Exhort – Challenge someone to service unto God. 

4.7.1.1. The Best form of raising up workers, “come help me, come watch me!”
4.7.2. Encourage - Do you ever leave without encouraging someone? How about one person you see working around your church? (an usher, a greeter, another S.S. teacher, a counselor, bookstore helpers)
4.8. A Steward then is to be Faithful to his Master, to his Masters Church and…

5. [3] Faithful to his Masters Resources!
5.1. All we possess belongs to God! 
5.1.1. We shouldn’t ever say like the toddler… “MINE!” 
5.1.2. Jn.3:27 “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.”

5.2. We must use what the Master gives us for the good & glory of our Master, & not for ourselves! 
5.2.1. Lk.16:1 “There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and an accusation was brought to him that this man was wasting his goods. "So he called him and said to him, 'What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.”

5.2.2. Lk.16:11 “"Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?”

5.3. Be Faithful in your Time!
5.3.1. Serve - Do your share! Eph.4:16 “from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”
5.3.1.1. “Your either a Pillar in the church, or a Caterpillar” 
5.3.1.2. You either help to hold up the church or else you just crawl in & out!
5.3.1.3. 5 types of Bones in the church! - Read #4224 
5.4. A Steward then is to be Faithful to his Master, to his Masters Church, Faithful to his Masters Resources, &…

6. [4] Faithful to his Masters Gospel!
6.1. We often speak of the stewardship of material things, but we need also to remember that every believer is a steward of the Gospel & the Word of God!
6.1.1. 1 Thes.2:4 “But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.”
6.1.2. Be Faithful Stewards with the Gospel He has entrusted YOU with!
6.2. Read - #475 (Spurg. Red book pg.76) “Bunyan’s mossy eyelids”
6.3. “Let us be Faithful to our Master; to His Church; to His Resources, & to His Gospel.”
6.4. Note: What would be the one “Disqualifier” for service? 
6.4.1. Unfaithfulness! – I would define as “one who willfully chooses to remain in their sin. “
6.4.1.1. NOT – one who falls into a sin & repents!
6.5. How is Faithfulness obtained?…by being “Galley Slaves & House Keepers” - Read - 1 Cor.4:1

7. GALLEY SLAVES!
7.1. Figure #1 - Servants = “Under-rowers, A Galley slave.”
7.1.1. The figure is that of a ship impelled by oars.  (Ben Hur – “Woao-O-leyo”)
7.1.2. The Children’s Church is the ship; Christ gives the commands; & the Rowers only have to obey orders!
7.1.3. So what does  a Galley Slave do?…Just Rows! 
7.1.3.1. Q: How did they row? Steady, consistent, service.




8. HOUSE KEEPERS!
8.1. Figure #2 - Stewards = “A chief slave who super intended the household & even the whole property of his master (Kittel). An Estate Manager, a House Keeper.” 
8.1.1. This figure is that of a steward in charge of his masters house. 
8.1.2. The Children’s Church is the house; Christ is the master; & We are the stewards. 
8.1.3. A Steward is one who manages everything for his master, but owns nothing himself.  {Joseph in Potiphar’s house is a good example}
8.1.4. A Steward over Gods Sunday School, or a classroom, is to be a manager, yet not taking “ownership”(in an unhealthy way!). 
8.2. Q: Can you fire a volunteer? (not that we fire) but can we ask someone to sep down because the are not faithful to their ministry…YES! I believe this admonition is to ALL of Gods Stewards! 
8.2.1. Paul wasn’t “Paid staff”! - And he claimed to be a steward!
8.3. The Biblical Requirement of Serving is…Faithfulness!
8.3.1. Story - John Spurgeon, Ever heard of him? Until my recent reading, I never had. He was the father of Charles Spurgeon. He was himself a pastor and the son of a pastor. Yet if his son had not achieved such fame as a preacher, John Spurgeon would have served the Lord faithfully, gone to his grave, and we never would have heard of him. Hundreds of pastors like him have walked with God, shepherded his flock for a lifetime, and gone to their reward without any notice in the sight of the world. I thought, Would I be willing to serve God faithfully and raise up my children to serve him, even if I never achieved any recognition? Even if no one but my own small congregation knew my name? The more I thought about it, the more I realized, Yes! That's really what I want: to be faithful to the Lord in my personal walk, in my family, and in my shepherding of God's flock. The Lord never says, "Well done, good and famous servant", but he does say, "Well done, good and faithful servant." If God makes me as famous as Charles Spurgeon, that's his business. My business is to be as faithful as John Spurgeon.
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