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Mothers Day






        5-9-99

“M.O.T.H.E.R.!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Mother of Rufus note, in “Heart of the Staff” (2 possibilities)

1.1.1. NIV - “Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, too.”

1.2. Mothers Day has biblical warrant – The Bible is full of exhortations to “honor” our parents. 
1.2.1. Christian mothers are probably the world’s greatest asset – the greatest human influence. 
1.2.2. Mothers are “the prime kingdom-builders, chief soul-molders, conspicuous character-constructors, & the foremost recruiting agents for the eternal realms above!” (Lockyer) 
1.3. Unfortunately, not all mothers are, in character, worthy of salutation. 
1.3.1. But most definitely the office of Mother is worthy, no matter how one has disgraced it.
1.4. Ann Jarvis (a S.S. teacher in Andrews Methodist Church, West Virginia) sought to set aside a day in honor of Mothers of the world. 
1.4.1. Never lived to see her completed work. – Yet her daughter Anna Jarvis celebrated the 1st “Mothers Day” on the 2nd Sunday in May in 1905 when her mother had died. 
1.4.2. This was 1st observed by a church; then 2 years later by the Governor of W.V.; then Anna wrote to editors, pastors, presidents, & Kings. 
1.4.3. She also paid for carriages to take the elderly & invalids to church on that day. – She also bought & gave away 1000’s of carnations – The emblem herself had designated!
1.4.3.1. Yes, many have abused it for a profitable commercial occasion only! But it can also be a religious observance, of showing true honor to your Mother! 
1.4.3.2. I remember as a young lad asking my mom why there was a Mothers day, a Fathers Day, but no kids day?…. “because everyday is Kids Day”!
1.4.3.3. We should make everyday a Mothers day w/a call, a letter, to tell her you love her. 
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1.6. As Martin Luther said, “Let’s shack some passages till fruit falls from its branches!” – Let’s start w/Is.66:13

2. M.OTHERHOOD OF GOD! (A Mothers Heart)
2.1. Is.66:13 – Let’s look at God’s view on Motherhood!
2.1.1. Here is one of the most tender pictures of God. 
2.1.2. Here in the O.T. God is likened unto a comforting Mother.
2.1.3. Note: From nursing baby; to toddler; through childhood the mothers love for her offspring remains firm throughout life thus forms a natural comparison for the “Divine Comfort”.
2.1.3.1. Is.66:12b,13(NIV)“you will nurse and be carried on her arm and dandled on her knees. As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you;”

2.1.4. The Jews had a saying, “God could not be everywhere, so He made mothers.” 
2.1.4.1. I’ve never really liked that statement, but if it was to means “since he was not going to manifest himself everywhere…He allowed His comforting love to be shown via mothers.”

2.1.5. As a child runs to his mom in distress – her #1 job is to “comfort”…explanations can wait!
2.1.5.1. Silent sympathy is a soothing balm.
2.1.5.2. She may guess much & fear more but comfort comes 1st. 
2.1.5.2.1. Don’t we normally scream, “what happened!”
2.1.5.3. God doesn’t have to probe the wound when he has power to heal. 
2.1.5.3.1. Jesus asked the man, “Do you want to be made well?” “Sir, I have no man…’ 
2.1.6. Oh, what a Comforting Love God has for those that are His!


3. O.UR LORD! (A Mother in Mind)
3.1. James Abbott McNeil Whistler, immortalized his Mom in his painting, “Arrangement in Grey & Black” which every one of us have seen & can pull immediately to mind.
3.1.1. We call it, “Whistlers Mother”!

3.2. The sweetest sentiment was when Christ on the cross, during His last hour on earth, in utter agony, was mindful of His mother!

4. T.IMOTHY’S MOM!  (A Mothers Faith)
4.1. A Genuine Faith is to be passed on!
4.1.1. 2 Tim.1:5 “when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.”
4.1.1.1. From Granny to Mommy to Timmy!

4.1.2. Remember, “Christian witness is always one generation short of extinction. If we fail to train the children for Christ, we forfeit the future!”

5. H.ANNAH! (A Mothers Prayer)
5.1. 1 Samuel 1,2 – Hannah wanted to be a mother badly!
5.2. Her Sorrow:
5.2.1. In the midst of her sorrows, “The Lord had shut up her womb, yet her heart was still open toward Him!
5.2.2. Though “doubly” loved by her husband(5), that only added fuel to the fire from Penninah(7).
5.2.3. Peninnahs words were vicious; Elkanah’s words were selfish; & Eli’s words were Judgmental; while Gods words were promising!
5.2.4. She had very trying domestic relationships, yet stood out as “a Lily among Thorns!”

5.3. Her Sanctity:
5.3.1. She was a woman w/unblemished character, fulfilling the religious ordinances of her day.
5.3.2. She was a woman given to prayer.

5.4. Her Supplication:
5.4.1. She was childless but not Prayerless! Barren yet still believed!
5.4.2. Her prayer was w/o external speech. (I guess God does hear our hearts when we don’t pray out loud)
5.4.3. When told to go in peace – she did, for she believed!
5.4.4. When she did have her child – even his name speaks of her prayer – because I have asked for him from the Lord(1:20)

5.5. Her Song:
5.5.1. Her prayer/song/magnificat, becomes the basis for Mary’s song of promise to the same covenant-keeping God. 

5.6. Her Sacrifice:
5.6.1. She did what she promised – her saintliness & sacrifice were rewarded for she bore Elkanah 5 more children(2:21). 

5.6.2. How important those formative years are! 
5.6.2.1. Moms remember what Proverbs 29:15 says “a child left to himself disgraces his mother.” Can you stay home to minister to your children in those formative years.
5.6.2.2. I here, we are sacrificing now so our kids can have what I never could have. – How about you guys sacrificing your stuff till after those formative years? 
5.6.2.3. Moms, there is a reward for those who “stay by the stuff!” 1 Sam.30:24 “But as his part is who goes down to the battle, so shall his part be who stays by the supplies; they shall share alike."
5.6.3. Please pray about that!
5.6.3.1. You’ve heard, “Mama, don’t let your babies grow up to be cowboys!”
5.6.3.2. I say, “Mama, don’t let your babies grow up to be latchkey kids!”

5.6.4. Emerson said, “Men are what their mothers make them!”
5.6.5. John Quincy Adams said, “All that I am my mother made me.”
5.6.6. Read Prov.30:1 “moms words effect a king!”

6. E.VE! (A Mothers Fall)
6.1. Eve = Mother of all living.
6.2. It was God’s purpose to use woman to populate his perfect creation w/beings who would live in harmony w/Him. 
6.2.1. Gen.1:28 “"Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.”
6.2.2. Every time a life is brought into being, God as creator, is magnified!
6.2.2.1. Why? Because she brings forth an Eternal being that will never cease to exist. 
6.2.2.2. Mothers don’t only bring into the world physical beings that live & breathe & pass away, but through the power of God, “immortality!”
6.2.2.3. Yet some mothers only attend to their child’s “physical needs”, like “Game boys, Nintendo, & Beanie Babies” & don’t instill the word of God into their lives!

6.2.3. But the 1st Mother wrecked the Holy plan of God. – Then immediately Gods plan to the rescue, a “promised seed” that would again hallow motherhood & eventually take away that curse.

7. R.IZPAH! (A Mothers Devotion)
7.1. 2 Sam.21:10 “In the long annals of sacrificial Motherhood we know of nothing more beautiful or moving than Rizpah’s devotion!”
7.2. To the tired moms: 
7.2.1. One young mother said to her friend, “He’s eating solids now…keys, bits of paper, pencils.” {Oh moms of toddlers don’t give up; moms of teens don’t give up}
7.2.2. Mothers, it’s worth it. It’s worth it! It’s worth every hour of it. It’s worth every sleepless night of it. It’s worth every moment of counsel. It’s worth the repetitions. It’s worth it!
7.2.2.1. Like the little boy who said, “Mom, I remember that little prayer you used to say for me every day, “God help you if you ever do that again!”
7.2.3. “Mothers Love your Children!” (Titus 2:4)

8. END:
8.1. “If Evolution works, how come mothers still have only 2 hands?”
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[Changed A King]

8.3. To all mothers, I would like to ask this question(Fathers also) “by what would you like your son or daughter to remember you?” 
8.4. Prayer for mothers: w/sons or daughters off to war; sons or daughters living in rebellion; mothers wanting to give up; 
8.5. End: The father is the head of the house; the mother is the heart of the house.
