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“The Magnitude of Motherhood!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Prov 30:11 “There is a generation that curses its father, And does not bless its mother.”
1.2. The Bible is full of exhortations to “honor” our parents. 
1.2.1. Christian mothers are probably the world’s greatest asset – the greatest human influence. 
1.2.2. Mothers are “the prime kingdom-builders, chief soul-molders, conspicuous character-constructors, & the foremost recruiting agents for the eternal realms above!” (Lockyer)

2. A Mother is to be Honored! 
2.1. We go all the way back to the commandments in Ex.20, & find it as the 5th thing God lays out in the big 10!
2.1.1. Ex.20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.”
2.1.2. The N.T. surely doesn’t abrogate this, as we find it plainly spelled out again in Eph.6:2.
2.2. Q: How are we to honor them?
2.2.1. Honor = “To attach weight to, to put in the place of superiority; to hold in high opinion; to reverence in the best sense of that word.
2.2.2. When young & in the home under their authority – In Obedience!
2.2.2.1. The training of the years of obedience will affect all the choice of subsequent years!

2.2.3. When older – In Reverence!
2.2.3.1. Must leave! – Gen.2:24 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,…”
2.2.3.2. We must cut the umbilical cord! - A six-year-old named Alex, was looking at a picture of himself when he was one week old. Upon seeing his umbilical cord still attached in the picture, he asked, "What is that black thing on my belly button?" 
His eight-year-old sister, Maria, quickly replied, "That's your extension cord!" - We must cut the extension cord!

2.2.3.3. Prov 23:22  Listen to your father who begot you, And do not despise your mother when she is old.
2.2.3.4. Plus we have the Parable Jesus gives about the 5th commandment in Mark 7:9-13 “He said to them, "All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition. "For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, 'He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.' "But you say, 'If a man says to his father or mother, "Whatever profit you might have received from me is Corban"; ' (that is, a gift to God), "then you no longer let him do anything for his father or his mother, "making the word of God of no effect through your tradition which you have handed down. And many such things you do."

2.3. So we seek today to honor mothers & motherhood!
2.3.1. If you say, “my mom wasn’t much of a mom to me” – then, maybe you can find ways to help other mothers, who like yours need some parenting skills. – Maybe you can extend your hand 1st in trying to patch the relationship?
2.3.1.1. “Unfortunately, not all mothers are, in character, worthy of salutation. But most definitely the office of Mother is worthy, no matter how one has disgraced it.”

2.3.2. If you dread Mothers Day because your mother is no longer with you – Then to honor her this Mothers Day, treasure the thoughts. Take time to reflect on the good times, not the loss. - Name 5 things you learned from her! – Also, you can “adopt a mom”!
2.3.2.1. Remember, Jesus had to say good-bye to his mom also.
2.3.3. If you have more than one mother rejoice! – Some have moms, adoptive moms, step-moms, mother-in-law, & grandmothers. Make room in your heart & in your schedule for each of them.
3. Defining Mother/Motherhood!
3.1. Three definitions of Mother/Motherhood: 
3.1.1. [1] A woman who has born a child.
3.1.1.1. This includes women with children alive now, & women whose children the Lord has chosen to take home to be with him.

3.1.2. [2] A woman having the responsibility & authority of a mother!
3.1.2.1. Maybe you haven’t birthed children yourself, or maybe you are a mother to children you haven’t brought into this world (a fostering mom, or an adopting mom, a step-mom). 
3.1.2.2. What an opportunity & responsibility God has entrusted you with, to “Mother” these children!
3.1.3. [3] The quality or character of a Mother!
3.1.3.1. Maybe you haven’t any children of your own, or can’t have children of your own, or won’t have any children of your own, I believe you are still called to Motherhood!…Let me explain!
3.1.4. Did you know that Eve was called Mother even before she had children(Gen.3:20 “And Adam called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.”) {she had Cain in Gen.4:1}
3.1.4.1. Her name was prophetic, of course, because she would bear physical children. However, it seems evident that her motherhood was far more extensive & of deeper significance then the merely physical.
3.1.4.2. Even her physical anatomy symbolizes that she is equipped to “nurture” life, not as a mere “baby machine” but in every dimension: physical, emotional, & spiritual.
3.1.5. In this sense I believe every woman should function in society as a spiritual mother!
3.1.5.1. We read in Jn.19:26,27 “When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!" Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home.”
3.1.5.2. John was of course not Mary’s biological son, but the Lord, addressing her as “Woman” to acknowledge her full sphere of womanhood, then assigned her to John as his spiritual mother.

3.1.6. True spiritual motherhood is described in Gal. 4:19 “My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you,”
3.1.6.1. Often we are guilty of reproducing ourselves in our children!…“Our tastes, our culture, our frustrated ambitions, our image rather than God’s.”
3.1.6.2. It is important we don’t use ourselves as the criterion for what is right & good,…but Christ!
4. The Motherhood of God!
4.1. God uses both Man & Woman to display the image of Himself!
4.1.1. Gen. 1:27 “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”
4.2. We need both male & woman w/their complementary differences together, to reflect the beauty of Gods character.
4.2.1. In Theology there is the Fatherhood of God & the Motherhood of God.
4.2.2. Fatherhood – Which displays His Leadership & Authority.
4.2.3. Motherhood – Which displays His Nurturing Love.
4.2.4. Fatherhood Examples:
4.2.4.1. Ps.68:5 “A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, Is God in His holy habitation.”
4.2.4.2. Ps.103:13 “As a father pities his children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him.”

4.2.5. Motherhood Examples:
4.2.5.1. Is.66:12b,13(NIV) “…you will nurse and be carried on her arm and dandled on her knees. As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you;”
4.2.5.1.1. From nursing baby; to toddler; through childhood the mothers love for her offspring remains firm throughout life thus forms a natural comparison for the “Divine Comfort”.

4.2.5.2. G. Cambell Morgan notes that in Jer.31:3 Love is in the feminine. “Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.” He interprets it “I Have loved you w/an everlasting Mother-love!”
4.2.5.2.1. “God who is Spirit transcends gender, but as our All-sufficient provider, he nurtures us as a mother her child.”

4.2.6. “Motherhood at its finest is a woman who being led by the Spirit is an example to “family, church, & society” of the beauty & dignity of “service, nurturing, & love”, therefore becoming the supreme example of the Motherhood of God!”
5. Motherhood is Important & Valuable!
5.1. Even though in China they have a “1child rule”. Thus many female children are discarded since they cannot carry on the family name. 
5.1.1. So women take a 2nd place in China, though not in God’s economy!
5.2. Both Male & female are equally important & equally valuable.
5.2.1. 1 Cor.11:3 “…the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.”
5.2.2. “God the Father has authority over the Son, yet the two are equal in deity, so in marriage, the husband has the authority over the wife, though they are equal in personhood.”

5.2.3. In this case, the man’s role is like that of God the Father, & the woman’s role is parallel to that of God the Son. They are equal in importance, but they have different roles.

6. God Esteems Motherhood very Highly!
6.1. God says listen to them or else!
6.1.1. Prov 1:8 …do not forsake the law of your mother.

6.1.2. Prov 10:1 …a foolish son is the grief of his mother.

6.1.3. Prov 15:20 … a foolish man despises his mother.

6.1.4. Prov 19:26 He who … chases away his mother is a son who causes shame and brings reproach.

6.1.5. Prov 28:24 Whoever robs his father or his mother, And says, "It is no transgression," The same is companion to a destroyer.

6.1.6. Prov 29:15 The rod and rebuke give wisdom, But a child left to himself brings shame to his mother.

6.1.7. Prov 20:20 Whoever curses his father or his mother, His lamp will be put out in deep darkness.
6.1.8. Prov 30:17 The eye that mocks his father, And scorns obedience to his mother, The ravens of the valley will pick it out, And the young eagles will eat it.

7. Motherhood is Powerful Profession!
7.1. They can even guide the hearts of kings! - Example: Prov.31:1 “The words of King Lemuel, the utterance which his mother taught him:”
7.1.1. She taught him lessons on chastity & self-control(1-7)
7.1.2. That the afflicted are to be comforted & defended (8,9)
7.1.3. And, the praise & properties of a good wife (10-31)
7.2. Moms your profession is powerful – Q: How will you effect your children?
7.3. End: Prayer for mothers: w/sons or daughters off serving in the military; sons or daughters living in rebellion; mothers wanting to give up.
� G.Gambell Morgan quoted by Elaine Stedman. Pg.8 in The Parable of Motherhood.
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