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Mothers Day 2000
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“Naomi’s Happy Mothers Day!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Pray & Acknowledge: moms, step moms, adoptive moms, foster moms, & moms to be!

1.2. Sydney J. Harris “The commonest fallacy among women is that simply having children makes one a mother-which is as absurd as believing that having a piano makes one a musician.”

1.2.1. Mother = A woman who conceives, gives birth to, or raises and nurtures a child.
1.2.2. I know some women who have not conceived a child of their own, but who have been a mother, by every description of the word, to many children!

1.3. Read “Top sayings of Biblical mothers!”
1.4. Quotes: 
1.4.1. John Henry Jowett “At my mothers knee, I often gained my sweetest inspirations.”
1.4.2. “A mother’s love runs so deep, that God has to specifically tell her son that he must “leave” her, & “cling” to his wife!” (me ()
1.4.3. African Proverb “In the eyes of its mother every beetle is a gazelle.”
1.4.4. Did you know that the idea for Mother's Day was born in a small Methodist church in Grafton, West Virginia?  It was 1876 and the nation still mourned the Civil War dead. While teaching a Memorial Day lesson, Mrs. Anna Reeves Jarvis thought of mothers who had lost their sons. She prayed that one day there could be a "Memorial Day" for mothers. The prayer made a deep impression on one of Mrs. Jarvis's eleven children. Young Anna had seen her mother's efforts to hold the war-split community and church together. As she grew into adulthood, the younger woman kept Mrs. Jarvis's dream in her heart. On the day of her mother's death, Anna was determined to establish Mother's Day in her honor. 

1.4.5. On May 8, 1914, President Wilson designated the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day "for displaying the American flag and for the public expression of love and reverence for the mothers of the country."


1.5. In Scripture we have every kind of mother: rich moms, poor moms, single moms, widowed moms, moms that suffered hardships, moms that seemed to have had a easy life. One mom that brought the Messiah into the world, & another that boiled & ate her son(2 Kings 6:29). We have the meanest & the most magnificent. 

1.5.1. As in the bible we have mothers of every type of nature, character, & personality, so with each of our mothers all vary. 
1.5.2. Yet the bible holds motherhood in high esteem,…though some mothers have tried to spoil it!
1.5.2.1. "Can a woman forget her nursing child, And not have compassion on the son of her womb? Surely they may forget, Yet I will not forget you.”

1.5.3. Turn to Is.66:12,13 (The Motherhood of God!)
1.6. Today - Character Study using a mother from the book of Ruth to remind us all of some pretty important biblical truths. Her name… Naomi! (Ps: Men the ladies learn from “male bible characters” every week,…you can learn much from this lady also!)

2. A MOTHERS FEELINGS OF FAILURE! (1:19-22)
2.1. “Call me Mara!”
2.1.1. “She had gone forth from Bethlehem w/a husband & 2 sons but returned husbandless, childless, & penniless.”

2.2. Background: 
2.2.1. Naomi is often dwarfed by Ruth in this book, as much as I believe the “elder son” is in “his brother story”, the Prodigal son! (what about the Pouty Son?)
2.2.2. Give background to the book!
2.3. (20) Naomi = Pleasantness. & Mara = Bitterness.
2.3.1. In spite of her asking us to call her “bitterness”, we shall insist on calling her “pleasantness”!

2.3.2. Many men have had afflictions…none like Job; 
Many women have had tribulation…none like Naomi!
2.4. All mothers experience feelings of failure!
2.4.1. Many commentators see this as a failure of trust on Elimelech’s part (his name =my God is king) to drag his family from the “House of bread”(Bethlehem) because there was a famine in the land. 
2.4.1.1. Ps.34:9,10,17 “Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him. The young lions lack and suffer hunger; But those who seek the LORD shall not lack any good thing… The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears, And delivers them out of all their troubles.”

2.4.2. [1] Just because we “feel” like we’ve failed, that doesn’t necessarily mean that we have!
2.4.2.1. Just because we are experiencing sufferings & trials in our lives doesn’t necessarily mean that God is “dealing bitterly w/us” or “testifying against us”, or is “afflicting us”! (Simply interview Job now. Now that he has the heavenly perspective!)

2.4.2.2. Cowper, “Behind a frowning providence God hides a smiling face!”
2.4.3. [2] And, even when we “do” fail…His mercies fail not!
2.4.3.1. Ps.89:32,33 “Then I will punish their transgression with the rod, And their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless My lovingkindness I will not utterly take from him, Nor allow My faithfulness to fail.”
2.4.3.2. Lam.3:22 “Through the Lord's mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not.”
2.4.3.3. Lk.22:32 "But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren."

3. A MOTHERS PRECIOUS PURPOSE! (1:15-18)
3.1. “Your God!”
3.2. Had Naomi been a failure? I think not! For she so impressed Ruth, that Ruth left: her gods, her country, her citizenship, her friends, her home, her people,…to follow this ”failure”???
3.2.1. Ruth forever burned her Moabite Bridge! - And she “came under the wings of the Lord God of Israel for refuge!”(2:12)
3.2.2. No, Naomi must have been loveable to have had Ruth speak to her these immortal words! (see vs.12,13)
3.2.3. Naomi’s life was obviously a witness to Ruth, “a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.” 
3.2.4. Ruth even takes this love & relationship, not only to her grave(If anything but death parts you and me.) but beyond the grave!(your God shall be my God!)
3.3. A Mothers Precious Purpose is to lead her sons & daughters to God!
3.3.1. “The chain of a mother's prayers can link her child to God!”
3.3.2. Q: Moms how are you doing in this? Are you waiting until tomorrow? Are you waiting for the Sunday School Teacher to lead them to the lord? How are your teens doing? 
3.3.3. Don’t stop praying for them when they go off to college!
4. A MOTHERS SELF-SACRIFICING! (3:1)
4.1. “Shall I not seek security for you?”
4.2. A Mothers life is a life filled with sacrifice.
4.2.1. Often times it is a career that had to be set aside. Other times maybe a having to do without so your kids could have. 
4.2.2. A  Mother's Day card read, "Now that we have a mature, adult relationship, there's something I'd like to tell you. You're still the first person I think of when I fall down and go boom!"
4.2.3. When we see Naomi we see a woman altogether unselfish!
4.2.4. Selfless love is the trait of true motherhood!
5. A MOTHERS BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS! (4:13-17)
5.1. “There is a so born to Naomi!”
5.1.1. Look who’s son Obed is considered(17).
5.1.2. Naomi 1st led Ruth to God her Redeemer; then helped in her knowing the kinsman Redeemer(Boaz); And through this relationship Ruth then brought the Redeemer to the world through Obed/Jesse/David/Jesus! 
5.2. She tasted of the cup of bitterness, but ended up w/the cup of blessing!
5.2.1. This self-denial & sacrifice came back to her w/interest a hundrefold!
5.2.2. This blessing of course goes beyond being a grandparent of Obed (though my “older friends” I hang around sure make it sound wonderful!) – but extends to Jesse, to David, & ultimately to Jesus!
5.3. Dallas Holm (Mary’s Song) Has He caused you some pain? As I recall, all He's shown is love.  Why can't you show Him the same? This is the Boy I raised? Is this the Son I knew? Is this the One I've loved?  Why can't they love Him, too? Oh, what can I do, my Son? Why can't they see what I know? Is this the way it must be, Is this the way You must go?  I'd gladly die in Your place If I could, save You some pain. But I can see in Your face My death would not be the same. You are the Boy I raised. You are the Son I knew. You are the One I've loved. Why can't they love You, too?

5.4. This was truly Naomi’s Happy Mothers Day!
5.5. End:   “When the will of Henry J. Heinz, wealthy distributor of the famous "57 Varieties" line, was read, it was found to contain the following confession: "Looking forward to the time when my earthly career will end, I desire to set forth at the very beginning of this will, as the most important item in it, a confession of my faith in Jesus Christ as my Savior. I also desire to bear witness to the fact that throughout my life, in which there were unusual joys and sorrows, I have been wonderfully sustained by my faith in God through Jesus Christ. This legacy was left me by my consecrated mother, a woman of strong faith, and to it I attribute any success I have attained."
� Edith Dean; pg.285


� Clarence Macartney; The Woman of Tekoah; pg.102 (loose paraphrase)





