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                 1-25-98
1. HUMAN LIFE!
1.1. Deut.30:19,20 Moses said, "I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; "that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days;”


1.2. The word “Life” is found in the 1st & last chapters in the bible, & 494 times in between!
1.3. “Our birth made us mortal, our death will make us immortal.”

1.4. Jn.10:10 “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”


2. HUMAN LIFE DEVALUED!
2.1. Morals describe what people do; Ethics define what people ought to do!

2.2. We see on a daily basis “life” being devalued at each of its stages.
2.3. We watch numbly to our news…people being killed frivolously, for enjoyment, for no good reason. 
2.3.1. Babies are being killed because they are the wrong sex(China).

2.3.2. Babies are being disposed of(1 night Kelly & I watched as 2 babies were found discarded…on the same day! in different cities. 1 in a Nordstrom bag left next to a little wall outside, Another left under some bushes, next to some trash cans.)

2.3.2.1. Detroit police tell of a story of a German shepherd that found an abandoned baby laying in a field & curled its body around it to keep it warm & save its life.

2.3.3. We hear of brutal killings, of the wrong colored people, ending up in the wrong colored neighborhoods.

2.3.4. We look on as court cases rage over a fertilized ova in a refrigerator in Ten.

2.3.5. We have Ted Kaczynski saying, “I’d do it all over again!”

2.3.6. We our plagued with teens who murder there babies, & leave them in trash cans, closets, & toilets!

2.3.7. We are already desensitized by the number of physician assisted suicides. 
2.3.8. Suicides come by the thousands! (“My work is done, why wait?” read a suicide note left by Eastman Kodak’s founder, George Eastman in 1932)
2.3.8.1. The suicide rate in the age group between 15 and 24 tripled between 1950 and 1990; suicide is the third leading cause of death in this age group.


3. SHOULD THERE BE SANCTITY TO HUMAN LIFE?
3.1. Some don’t think so! A famous female singer remarked how sickened she was when she heard a news story about doctors who had used a baboon’s liver to save a man’s life. “How can you place human life above every other form of life?” she said. “Who do these people think they are?”
3.1.1. Q: Would you know how to answer her?
3.2. There is only a Sanctity to Human Life IF there is a God!
3.2.1. If God is pulled out of the equation (or never placed in it) the non-theistic stance cannot start, go toward, or end w/a sanctity of life idea, because there is no reason to think life is sacred. 

3.2.2. Sanctity/sacred = consecrated to or belonging to a god or deity. 
3.2.3. Whether the “sacred beetle of Egypt, or the Sacred cows of India, for something to be deemed sacred, there must be a deity involved. 
3.3. “If one concluded that our presence in this world is not part of an ultimate plan, then our forced removal from this world becomes immeasurably easier to justify. The unwary victims: the unborn, the elderly, the handicapped, the terminally ill, will simply be looked at as “easy come, easy go!”


3.4. Human life is sacred because: God Originated it, He Sustains it, He has Stamped it, & has given a Plan for it!

4. HUMAN LIFE ORIGINATED!
4.1. Read Eccl. 12:6,7
4.2. God superintended the 1st man (Gen.2:7 “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”)

4.3. He also superintends every life from its earliest moments in the womb (Ps.139:15,16 “My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them.”) 

5. HUMAN LIFE SUSTAINED!
5.1. God not only created all life but also is the sustainer of it! (Job 34:14,15 “If He(God) should set His heart on it, If He should gather to Himself His Spirit and His breath, All flesh would perish together, And man would return to dust.”)
5.2. Paul quotes the poets(Epimenides, Cleanthes, & Aratus) in (Acts 17 :28 “for in Him we live and move and have our being”)

6. HUMAN LIFE STAMPED!
6.1. Q: So why are Humans so special, or more important than a baboon?

6.2. “Mankind is uniquely distinguished from apes, antelopes & anteaters because of our fundamental difference…we are “made in the image of God!” (Gen.1:27 “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”)

6.3. Important point: This was bestowed upon mankind by his creator, NOT assigned to mankind by other humans on a standard of worth!

6.3.1. We dare not step off the cliff of deciding someone “useful” or not.
6.3.2. Remember God Himself asked Moses "…Who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD?

6.4. Mankind has been stamped by God “In My Image!” meaning: “we are a personal, rational, moral, thinking (can make decisions based on reason & conscience), we are self-aware, can self-sacrifice, we have intimacy, companionship, & creativity.”

6.5. This Stamp gives us Value!!!
6.5.1. Jesus reminds us we are of more value than the animal kingdom (Mt.10:29-31 “"Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. "Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”)

6.5.2. So precious is Human life that God protected it by the Death penalty! If you take a life you’ll have to give up your! (Gen.9:6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.”)

6.6. David was reflecting on being made in His image & wrote Psalm 8.
6.6.1. David was in awe! (probably spent many nights laying on his back looking into the heavens)
6.6.2. David compares himself to the stars – their length doesn’t compare. 
6.7. Q: Why does man look farther than “being made in Gods image” for self-worth?
6.7.1. Self worth will never be gained by surveying our accomplishments!
6.7.2. David felt pretty puny after comparing himself to the majesty of the heavens. 
6.7.3. “God is more interested in people than planets, souls than stars, in us than the universe!”

6.8. Think on this: “Even after man’s fall in the garden we-were-not-found -any-less-precious!” (Thank you Jesus!)
6.8.1. If anything, He loved us more…by becoming one of us, & dying for us!
6.9. Conclusion: Human life is worthwhile & worth saving!

7. HUMAN LIFE’S PLAN!
7.1. We all fall perfectly into His Master Plan.
7.1.1. Ps.139:16 “Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them.”

7.2. We are all created for a specific purpose:
7.2.1. 2 Cor.5:15 “and He(Jesus) died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.”


8. FETUS’ ARE LIVING HUMAN BEINGS!
8.1. So at what time is it OK to terminate anyone’s life, outside of capitol punishment which we already mentioned as being a biblical concept earlier?
8.2. Francis Shaeffer referred to the Roe vs. Wade decision as a “slippery slope”, because “once we say it is acceptable to kill any segment of the population, there is no good way to draw the line at some other segment.”
8.3. Q: Would you consider an abortion in the following situations?
8.3.1. Read sheet!
8.4. Q: How would the world be different if Joseph & Mary decided they wanted an abortion?
8.4.1. “Oh, they didn’t have abortions in Jesus day!” (Oh, yes they did!)
8.4.2. I will not give a woman an instrument to procure abortion. Hippocrates, 4th cent. Bc
8.5. Dobson asked, “Is there any fundamental differences between a baby who resides in his mother’s uterus & one who has made an 8” journey down the birth canal?”


8.6. The Pro-Choice advocates scream “choice is a persons right”, then turn around and forbid others to choose in the very situation. (No choice for the father, grandparents, nor the unborn).
8.7. “Recent surveys suggest that most people who favor abortion have already been born!”
8.8. I have a right to free speech, but not to shout "fire" in a theater. A person's right to anything stops when it injures or kills another living human. Should any civilized nation give to one citizen the absolute right to kill another to solve that first person's personal problem?

8.9. Q: Will society one day look back at the horror of abortion, and ask, "Where was the church?"


9. LASTLY!
9.1. We have many more attacks coming against “life” that God intended, not only by the taking away life but by trying to duplicate life! 
9.2. Cloning! In 1998 was our 1st test tube baby now 20 years later we have a Dr. Richard Seed physicist who told an audience at a Chicago conference his intentions to clone a human in 18 months. 
9.2.1. An experiment would mean 100’s of human embryos would die! 
9.2.1.1. The creation of Dolly the cloned sheep took the deaths of 277 developing embryos & resulted in some duplicate lambs being born w/severe & lethal birth defects.
9.3. Dr. Seed said, “God made man in His own image. God intended for man to become one w/God. We are going to become one w/God. We  are going to have almost as much knowledge & almost as much power as God. Cloning & the reprogramming of DNA is the 1st serious step in becoming one w/God.”


9.4. “Pre-embryos” is a term given to con parents into thinking that the little cells (invitro fertilization/if multiple cells) aren’t really human. 
9.4.1. May lives are being conceived in a lab, then destroyed to pave the way for the fraction hand-picked to come to term!”
9.4.2. {a term they call “selective reduction}
9.5. Q: Will society one day look back at the horror of this, and ask, "Where was the church?"
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