THANKSGIVING EVE 





      11-27-02
“Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father!”

· Opening: 

· How should you respond to the question “What are you doing for Thanksgiving?”...“Giving Thanks!”
· 1st proclamation! Inasmuch as the great Father has given us this year an abundant harvest of Indian corn, wheat, beans, squashes, and garden vegetables, and has made the forests to abound with game and the sea with fish and clams, and inasmuch as He has protected us from the ravages of the savages, has spared us from pestilence and disease, has granted us freedom to worship God according to the dictates of our own conscience; now, I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, with your wives and little ones, do gather at ye meeting house, on ye hill, between the hours of 9 and 12 in the day time, on Thursday, November ye 29th of the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and twenty-three, and the third year since ye Pilgrims landed on ye Pilgrim Rock, there to listen to ye pastor, and render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for all His blessings. - William Bradford, governor of the Plymouth Colony, 1623
· Explain evening! (worship, meditation, prayer groups, more worship)
· Our 1st expression of thanks! - “let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.”
· Read Ps.92:1-4
· Let’s worship!


· [1] Personal Reflection/Meditation Time!
· “I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty,”
· Forgiveness, Cleansing Mind, purifying heart,… 

· Not in groups yet!

· Who is an unbeliever thankful to? (an Aaron question)

· Do they “thank their lucky stars”?

· Eph.5:20 (to God the Father)
· “giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
· The ungodly do not give thanks! – Rom.1:21 “because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”
· Luke 6:35 “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.” 
· “Common Grace” but no “Common Gratitude”!
· {A proud man is seldom a grateful man; he never thinks he gets as much as he deserves.} Henry Ward Beecher
· But we want to have an Attitude of Gratitude!
· Let’s get in groups of 6-8!


· [2] Directing our Thanks towards relationships…
· We really can be thankful for everyone that God has placed in our life! 
· “I have learned silence from the talkative, toleration from the intolerant, and kindness from the unkind; yet strange, I am ungrateful to those teachers.” Kahlil Gibran
· Let’s thank the Lord for…Family, Friendships, Relationships.

· [3] Counting our Blessings!

· Let’s climb aboard a small ship in 1621(the Mayflower) & listen in to the prayers of 4 passengers as they were “counting their blessings!”

· Read 4 quotes!

· Deut.28:2 “And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God”
· Now ( Count aloud your blessings with those in your group [not prayer/ share] (i.e. Boast on God!)
· Is.25:1 “O LORD, You are my God. I will exalt You, I will praise Your name, For You have done wonderful things;”

· [4] Harvest & Health!
· The fourth Thursday of November, observed as a legal holiday in the United States to commemorate the feast held at Plymouth in 1621 by the Pilgrim colonists and members of the Wampanoag (wäm´pe-no¹àg - say it fast) people and marked by the giving of thanks to God for harvest and health.
· Pray for: Our crops in U.S.(do you ever pray for this?) 
· Also, in other countries the Lord lays on your heart.
· Pray for: Family & Friends health.

· Worship Team! (come up)
· (Spurgeon) “Praise should always follow answered prayer; as the mist of earth’s gratitude rises when the sun of heaven’s love warms the ground.”

· End: Why prayer before meals? Here’s a scripture for you if you get to say the prayer for the meal at your family get together. Rom.14:6b “He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks.” 

· Tomorrow make sure you “eat to the Lord”!
· 1 Cor.10:31 “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
· Eccl.3:13 “every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor; it is the gift of God.”
· It has seemed to me fit and proper that [the gifts of God] should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged with one heart and one voice by the whole American people. I do, therefore, invite my fellow citizens . . . to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next as a day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens. - Thanksgiving proclamation, 1863 [Abraham Lincoln]

   As flowers carry dewdrops, trembling on the edges of the petals, and ready to fall at the first waft of the wind or brush of bird, So the heart should carry its beaded words of thanksgiving. At the first breath of heavenly flavor, let down the shower, perfumed with the heart's gratitude. 

   Henry Ward Beecher

