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Christmas Eve 97(7pm)




 12-24-97
“His name shall be called…”
1.1. Intro:
1.2. A Christmas Alphabet! {A is for Angel, etc.}

1.2.1. Have you ever said, “Their face looks familiar, but I don’t remember their name.”
2. With Jesus it’s the opposite, we have not seen Him, but we remember that precious Name!
2.1. NAMES! 
2.2. Prov.22:1a “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,”
2.3. Eccl.7:1 “A good name is better than precious ointment,”
2.4. Japanese Proverb, “Life is for a generation, a good name is forever.”
2.4.1. Deep significance was given to names in the Orient, esp.among Jews.
2.4.1.1. They expressed the very character of the person.
2.4.1.2. An ad ran: “Lost--one dog. Brown hair with several bald spots. Right leg broken due to auto accident. Left hip hurt. Right eye missing. Left ear bitten off in a dog fight. Answers to the name "Lucky."

2.4.2. Q: Name someone’s name in scripture that you know the meaning of? (Mary; Abimelech; Isaac; Mahlon/Chilion; David/Beloved; Melchizedek/king of rt.; Matthew/gift of Jehovah)
2.4.2.1. Q: Names that were changed in scripture?
2.4.2.2. Only woman? Sarai/Sarah(my princess to princess)
2.4.2.3. Men? Simon; Saul; Abram, 
2.4.3. Quote:  Charlie Stink was constantly being advised by his friends and co-workers that he should have his name changed. Finally he agreed, and went to court to have the process completed. The next day back at work, his associates inquired, "What did you have your name changed to?" "I changed it to George Stink," he answered, "but for the life of me I can't see what difference it's going to make!"

2.4.3.1. The names of God reveal His nature/attributes!
2.4.4. Each name is a key that unlocks his nature!
2.4.4.1. The names of God are Holy, because He is!
2.5. Thus,“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain”Ex.20:7
2.5.1. Mohammed said in the Koran, “Verily there are 99 names for allah(Islamic beads-99), whoever recites them shall enter paradise.”
2.5.2. We could find that many in the Book of Job, many more in the O.T.
2.5.2.1. The Old & New Test. Give many names specifically to Jesus
2.5.2.2. Again each a key to His character.
2.5.2.3. Here’s a list of 98 names of Jesus.

3. These are not just to gain knowledge of Him, but to deepen our devotion to Him as we kneel before his manger.
3.1. A NAME THAT WAS A MUST!
3.1.1. He was named before he was even conceived.
3.1.2. Lk.2:21 “His name was called JESUS, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.”

3.1.2.1. The name came from heaven sent by an angel!
3.2. Mt.1:20,21 “an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS,”

3.3. He kept this name as a youth –Lk.2:52 “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”
3.4. He took this name all the way to the Cross. For Pilate placed it on top of the cross – Mt.27 “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
4. His name stretches off unto Eternity “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philip.2:9-11

4.1. A NAME THAT CAUSED A FUSS!
4.2. Q: Why, because he was claiming to be “Immanuel” – Is.7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”
5. Jn.10:33 “The Jews answered Him, saying, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God." 

5.1. A NAME THAT IN THAT YOU CAN TRUST!
5.2. On a “Charlie Brown Christmas” Linus walks out, after Charlie Brown has been on a long search for the real meaning of Christmas & reads: Lk.2:10,11 “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

5.3. Prov.30:4,5(Agur asks?) “Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is His Son's name, If you know? Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.”

5.4. Acts 4:12 "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."

5.5. Mt.1:21 “"And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins."

5.6. A persons name expressed the character of the person, Jesus lived up to His name!

5.7. Story: The story is told of Shah Abbis, a Persian monarch who loved his people very much. To know & understand them better, he would  mingle w/his subjects in various disguises. One day as he went as a poor man to the public baths & in a tiny cellar sat beside the fireman who tended the furnace. When it was mealtime the monarch shared his coarse food & talked to his lonely subject as a friend. Again & again he visited & the man grew to love him. One day the Shah told him he was the monarch, expecting the man to ask some gift from him. But the fireman sat gazing at his ruler w/love & wonder & at last spoke, “You left your palace & your glory to sit w/me in this dark place, to eat of my course food, to care whether my heart is glad or sorry. On others you may bestow rich presents, but to me you have given yourself, & it only remains for me to pray that you never w/draw the gift of your friendship!”
� The Glory of the Manger, Zwemer, pg.89-99.





