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Christmas Eve (11pm)




    12-24-97
Ready for Christmas, or Prepared for it?

1. Intro:

1.1. Q: What would be missing if Christ hadn’t come?
1.1.1. No Xmas decorations in your house; no churches; every book about Jesus would disappear; our bible would end with Malachi; there would be no gospel; no promise; no hope & salvation; no consolation; no hope of heaven.
1.2. Q: Did you spend a lot this Christmas?
1.2.1. Not as much as God the Father did that 1st Christmas!
1.2.2. Look how much God was willing to spend on you! “Everything”!
1.2.2.1. God saw the best way to send himself, was to wrap Himself up in human flesh!
1.2.2.2. God left his potters wheel & climbed inside his own clay!
1.2.2.3. The great “I AM” became the great “Here & Now!”
1.2.2.4. The one outside of time became captive by time!
1.2.2.5. The boundless became the helpless!
1.2.2.6. He truly became the “STAR” of Bethlehem!
1.2.2.7. The Miracle of the manger was, God got a voice all men could understand!

1.3. Q: Are you Ready for Christmas or are you Prepared for Christmas?
1.3.1. It is one thing to be Ready for it, & another to be Prepared for it!
1.4. Let’s look at a few different people from that 1st Christmas:




2. Prepared but not Ready!
2.1. Mary & Joseph weren’t Ready but they were Prepared!
2.2. They weren’t ready!
2.2.1. They did not have a room ready. They had no reservations. 
2.2.2. They were not ready with baby clothes, they just had swaddling clothes. 
2.2.3. Weren’t ready to move to another country.
2.2.4. They surely weren’t ready to have visitors! 
2.3. But, they were Prepared!
2.3.1. Joseph was prepared by an angel in a dream.
2.3.2. Mary was prepared by the angel Gabriel. 
2.4. They didn’t know exactly when to be ready, when it would all take place, but they were prepared.

3. Ready but not Prepared!
3.1. Herod was Ready, but not Prepared!
3.2. He was ready!
3.2.1. Ready with legions of soldiers at his disposal.
3.2.2. Ready for any emergencies that might come during this busy census in Judea.
3.2.3. Ready to stop this rumor of a king to be born. 
3.2.4. Herod was made ready by the chief priests & scribes on the “town & region” where the child would be born.
3.3. Ready to stop this “would be king”…by killing him. {as was proved out by the slaying of all the male baby & toddlers, under age 2)

3.4. But he wasn’t Prepared!
3.4.1. He truly wasn’t prepared to“Come & worship him”as he said.
3.4.2. The last said of him was in Mt.2:19,20 …“But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child's life are dead."
3.5. Q: Are you Prepared?
3.6.  Gabriel said Jesus’ cousin & forerunner John, would come “to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (Lk.1:17)
3.7. We are to be “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”(Rev.21:2)
3.8. “The time to repair the roof is when the sun is shining.” John F. Kennedy
4. Jn.12:35,36 "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. "While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light."

5. Communion:
5.1. Mt.26:17-29
