3

CHRISTMAS EVE (11PM)




    12-24-98

“Communion!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Pray: Mac & Jill Byers. Jill is experiencing 1st hand what Mary was going through as she has gone into labor about 9pm.
1.2. Prayer Intro: “A spiritual church is a singing church.”
1.2.1. “Christian song is the overflow of the Christian heart. If our hearts are full, our singing will be full.”
1.3. My favorite thing I saw this season was one manger scene in Tem.
1.3.1. Each of the wise men & shepherds stopped to pay homage to the savior, on  a glass plate in front of a manger scene.
1.3.2. I see this as another time where we can stop & pay homage(respect) to Him again this evening.
1.4. Christmas carols are great. Yet some are a little to sanitized! 
1.4.1. (Away in a manger) “The little lord Jesus, no crying He makes”???
1.4.1.1. Continual cooing? (
1.4.2. Many are filled w/profound truths (O little town of Beth.) 
“The hopes & fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight”.
1.4.2.1. And so they most definitely were! -  He gives Hope to the hopeless, & takes away fear to those afraid! 
1.4.2.2. The Christmas message is filled with the reminder “be not afraid!”(angels)
1.5. Song – “Mary Did You Know?” by Mrs. Fowlers Choral sign class.
1.6. Take time tomorrow to “Ponder in your heart”, part of the Christmas story! {Q: what would it have been like to be a fly on the wall of the stable?}
1.7. Recap 7pm service: Mt.1:21
1.7.1. A perfect gift – His Son; A perfect Name – Jesus; A perfect Mission – Salvation; A perfect Remedy – from Sin.
1.8. “He will save His people from their sins!” – How? 3 Ways!
1.8.1. [1] From Sin in bringing us Salvation; 
[2] From Sinning in bringing us Sanctification; 
[3] From ever Sinning again in bringing us Glorification!
1.9. 1st - make sure you’re cleansed from the defilement of sin.
1.9.1. Before you can partake in communion you must realize you’ve(amartia)“missed the mark”! 
1.9.2. And receive the only One to hit the mark!…Jesus Christ!
1.9.3. Involved even in His death there was a tree & a wreath! “Jesus decorated a tree, He did when He hung on it for you & me!” - Hear was His Christmas wreath, it was a thorny crown w/4” long teeth!
1.9.4. You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sin…of falling short of the Glory of God! 
1.10. 2nd – realize His gracious presence! - His abiding Spirit indwelling in the heart of man will save you from the dominion of sin.
1.10.1. If we are His, sin must be losing its power over us!
1.10.2. Q: Is it? – Most believers seem to be content w/a life that falls very short of anything that can be called VICTORIOUS!
1.10.3. “He will save His people from their sins”…. Q: Is He saving you from yours?
1.10.4. You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from daily sinning!
1.11. 3rd – realize one day we’ll be sinless! 
1.11.1. We get a taste of this, in the communion feast, with the reminder that sin is cleansed, we are again clean, we are communing w/God!
1.11.1.1. It’s that feeling of being clean through & through! 
1.11.2. You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from ever sinning again! 

2. Communion:
2.1. Q: If you had one thing to bring to the Lord, what would your gift have been? 
2.1.1. How about your tools of your trade? ( I give you my hammer, vacuum, computer, pen & paper, kids taxi service) 

2.1.2. How about sin you still struggle with?(come lay it down)
2.1.3. How about your best strength?(giving your talents & gifts to Him)
2.1.4. How about your biggest weakness?(in humility, expressing you can’t stop it on your own.)
2.2. Let’s bring all our cares & cast them upon Him this evening. 
2.2.1. Lk.23:15-19 – This is my Body given for you (personally)! 
2.2.2. Lk.23:20-22 – This cup is the new cov. in my blood which is shed for you (personally). 
