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CHRISTMAS EVE (7pm)




    12-24-98

“Jesus!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Story - I heard of a little boy who was learning about his German heritage, when asked if he was going to be in the Christmas play, responded proudly, “Yes, I’m going to be a German Shepherd!” 

1.2. Memories of this time of year may be your greatest, or they may be your most hurtful. 
1.2.1. Allow Him to make new & special memories for you this year.


1.3. Allow me to recall to mind your Master, & your Masters love!
1.4. Story - One year when Christmas Day came on a Sunday, a farmer decided to go to church. (Like some people, he thought he was fulfilling his religious obligation by going to church twice a year at Christmas and Easter!) The sermon that day was preached from the text, The ox knows its owner And the donkey its master's crib; But Israel does not know, My people do not consider."(Is.1:3) Isaiah said that man is dumber than the animals! 
After church the farmer returned home and stood among his cows. One of them began to lick his hand a practical demonstration of the sermon he had just heard. Strong man though he was, the farmer began to weep as he thought, "God did much more for me, and yet I never thanked Him. My cow is far more grateful than I am. What do I ever give her other than grass and water?"

1.5. Lets order our thoughts tonight: (close eyes)
1.5.1. Read – Noel(Birthday)in a Nutshell!
1.6. Song – Introduce, “Mary did you know?” – Choral Sign! (Deanna Fowler)

1.7. Out text tonight: Mt.1:21 “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins."
1.7.1. “Big God in a little baby! – God with Skin! – God in diapers?”
1.7.2. A perfect gift - His Son; A perfect name - Jesus; A perfect Mission - Salvation; A perfect remedy – from Sin.

2. A PERFECT GIFT – HIS SON!
2.1. Is.9:6 “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given;…”
2.1.1. Not only a son but Gods only begotten Son!
2.1.2. Read Wycliffe Story – from a translator from Papua New Guinea, upon completion of the N.T. in the Sulka language. 
2.1.3. So, Mary brought forth a child, God brought forth His Son!
2.1.3.1. Heb.10:5 “…when He(Jesus) came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me.”

3. A PERFECT NAME – JESUS!
3.1. Q: Why were names more important in those days? (Each name meant something.)
3.2. A name told a lot about the child. Q: Jesus’ meant? (Jehovah is salvation)
3.3. Q: What was special on how Jesus received His name? (It was a name from heaven. - It was delivered by an angel. - It was a prophetic name.)
3.3.1. Jesus lived out the very definition of His name, in that He wonderfully illustrated it, till His disappearance from earth!
3.4. You shall call His name…Jesus!
3.4.1. Jesus?…not Joseph? - There were no Jesus/Joshua in either of our family trees!
3.5. The Keynote of His mission & the very character of the Christ, was to be sounded forth in His Name,…Jesus!
3.6. His name was ultimately fulfilled when He returned to heaven.
3.6.1. Phil.2:9-11 “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

4. A PERFECT MISSION – TO SAVE!
4.1. We Note: The personal name Jesus comes before the official name Christ!
4.1.1. Yes, He came to teach us. He’ll set up a kingly throne. He came to rule over us. But before He can teach us, rule us, or cheer us He must saves us!
4.1.2. It is His very nature to save! - He doesn’t have to work at doing it, or strain for it, it is who He is…Savior!
4.1.3. He came to Rescue us from Ruin!
4.1.4. He is able to save us, as the writer to Hebrews says, “to the uttermost”(completely/forever)!
4.1.4.1. “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens;” Heb.7:25,26

5. A PERFECT REMEDY – FROM SIN!
5.1. “Save His people from their sins” - Take this literal!
5.1.1. He can save us from our own sins; our defects of character; evil habits; bad tempers; vices. 

5.1.2. Here is what keeps all away from Christ. Matter of fact, the very last thing unbelievers want from Him is to be saved from their sin!”
5.1.2.1. Oh, they want to be delivered from its pains, its penalties, & its punishments, but the thing itself they have no wish to abandon. 
5.1.3. Christ aims His bow at Sin itself – He treats it as man’s deadly foe!
5.1.4. We are reminded the wages of sin is death! But we must read on! “The gift of God is Eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord!”
5.2. There is a Gift waiting for you to open tonight, the gift of Eternal life! 
5.2.1. The ox knows its owner And the donkey its master's crib; But do you know your Master?
5.2.2. Q: I pray you are smarter than your pet? Who when you get home will be wagging his tail, barking for joy…for his master has returned!
5.2.3. Don’t remain unaware, unthankful, or oblivious to the Master. Receive His free Gift of Eternal life tonight, & finally understand what is truly Merry, about Merry Christmas!
5.2.3.1. Whoever does not have Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree!
5.2.4. Jesus! …The angels uttered it; prophecy prophesied it, the Babe bore it, will you receive it?
