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ANOTHER CHRISTMAS
(11PM)

    
    12-24-00

“Immanuel Maranatha!”

1. Intro:
2. IMMANUEL MARANATHA!
2.1. Immanuel(God w/us)…Maranatha(the Lord cometh)
2.1.1. The best has come, but the better is about to return!
2.2. Celebrate “God w/us”…but also celebrate “He will soon come again.”
2.3. Every Christmas is a turning of the page until Jesus returns.
2.3.1. Christmas is still a promise, because the story is not finished.
2.3.2. There is peace in our hearts, but we long for peace in our world.
2.3.2.1. That peace will not come on Air Force One.
2.3.2.2. That peace will not come by Ted Turners millions to the United Nations (formed to promote peace amongst our nations).
2.4. The celebration of every 1st advent marks another year closer to the 2nd advent!
2.4.1. Every holiday Carol is an echo of the heavenly choir that will one day fill the universe w/singing.
2.4.2. Every Christmas light is a reflection of the He that is the Light of the world!
2.5. You have come. You shall come again!
2.5.1. We sing, “O come, O come, Immanuel!” & We can sing, “O come again, O come again, Immanuel!”
2.6. “The gentle lamb of God who lay in Mary’s arms & who hung limply on the cross will become the lion of heaven – parting the clouds, calling His people home, & returning to earth as judge. 
That is the true story of Christmas. The advent season is not just a commemoration of the past, it’s a celebration for today & a hope for the future. Indeed, Christmas is a promise of salvation & glory we can cherish all year long.”


2.7. H.S. Choral Sign is going to come back up & sign…"After December"
2.8. Q: Will you remember Jesus…after this season is over?
2.8.1. After you box up your ornaments. When the turkey’s put away. After Christmas have a time of reflection.
2.8.2. Look back, look within, & look ahead!
2.8.2.1. Look Back – at all the miracles of Christ’s 1st arrival. He was a real historical person. Not a make-believe Santa. - Our lives are built upon rock solid truth.
2.8.2.2. Look Within – at your personal walk w/the lord. How can you follow him more closely this next year? – What one hindrance needs to be removed? What one addition to your life would be helpful?
2.8.2.3. Look Ahead – Be aware, be ready. Be informed about how our times reflect prophecy. At any moment the clouds can part & you’ll be breathing heavenly air!

3. Communion:
3.1. Bread – Mt.2:1-6 – Bethlehem (house of bread)
3.1.1. Quote 4th stanza “O little Town of Bethlehem”.
3.1.2. Mt.26:26 “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is My body."
3.2. The Cup – 
3.2.1. Mt.26:27-29 “Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you.  "For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. "But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom."

4. Candle Lighting:
� Swindoll; Pg.36 Jesus: When God become man.





