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THE 1st CHRISTMAS (7pm)


    
    12-24-00

“God the Speechless Word!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Christmas greeting suggestion: It’s probably too late for this year, but here is a suggestion for next years “new approach” to Christmas greetings! Go knock on your friends house, & when they answer tell them you are saving on postage this year, by delivering your Christmas cards & dropping in for a bit of lunch & a cup of coffee!


1.2. Story - A man seeing the Grand Canyon for the 1st time remarked, “Something must have happened here!” – If a visitor saw our lights, trees, decorations, parades, festivities, church services…they’d say “Something must have happened here!” – Indeed something did happen!…God came into our world on the 1st Christmas!

1.3. Maybe because God couldn’t make Himself greater to impress us, he made Himself smaller to attract us!
1.3.1. The Christmas story is attractive! In all history there is nothing like it
1.3.2. I’ve been to different countries & have seen imposing statutes & monuments of famous men & women.
1.3.2.1. (Lenin/Rostov, famous Russian poet Pushkin/Moskow; St. Stephen in Hungary; Israel/Elijah; Boston/ George Washington) 
1.3.3. But have you ever seen a statue of a famous person as an infant?
1.3.3.1. Have you ever seen George Washington in a stroller? Or, Abe Lincoln in diapers?
1.3.3.2. It is ok to picture Jesus as a babe in the manger, because the infant reminds us of the Incarnation. 
1.3.3.2.1. (Protestants usually get excited if Jesus is portrayed as a baby or depicted “on” the cross…it’s ok)
1.3.3.3. We know, He’s not still a baby. We know, He’s not still on the cross. But the pictures remind us of an event…& what an event they were!
1.3.3.4. God in a baby…that’s’ big!…No, that’s small! – “That’s like an oil well fitting into an oilcan, or a mountain squeezing into a mole hill!”


1.4. Welcome to our world!
1.4.1. The  number 1 song that ministered to me this Christmas Season is by Chris Rice. I heard it song by David Jeremiah. It’s called “Welcome to Our World”.
1.4.2. Behind our words is a picture I took of a “real” manger. It was uncovered on Mount Meggido, from Solomon’s stables. 
1.4.3. Listen closely to the words. 
1.4.4. Dave do Song:
1.4.4.1. 1 line - “How I wish we would have known.”
1.4.4.2. Read #16(Illus. Unlim.) “The Inn that missed its chance.”
2. A BIRTHDAY TO END ALL BIRTHDAYS!
2.1. Christmas is the celebration of a birthday…but is it like other important birthdays?
2.1.1. Isn’t it different Abraham Lincoln & George Washington’s birthdays that we celebrate? 
2.1.2. It’s true “a child is born”, but equally true, “a Son is given!”
2.1.3. Jesus existed long before there was air to breathe, long before the world was born.
2.1.3.1. It was said of John the Baptist, “John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.'" (Jn.1:15)
2.1.3.2. Jesus said of Himself, “For I have come down from heaven,”(Jn.6:38a); Also, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." (Jn.8:58); 
And prayed, "And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.” (Jn.17:5)
2.1.3.3. And Micah the prophet prophesied, "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting."
2.2. So, Jesus’ Birthday is different form other important birthdays!
2.2.1. There is especially “rejoicing” at his Birthday Celebration. For what greater Joy could there be…then this solution God brought to the world’s greatest problem…sin!
2.2.2. This blessing of great Joy can only be for those who believe the good tidings!
2.2.3. Augustine said, “Rejoice…it is Christ’s Birthday!”
2.2.4. Rejoice, you who are just. It is the b-day of Him who justifies!
Rejoice, you who are weak/sick. It is the b-day of Him who makes well!
Rejoice, you who are in captivity. It is the b-day of the Redeemer
Rejoice, you who are slaves. It is the b-day of the Master!
Rejoice, you who are free. It is the b-day of Him who makes you free!
Rejoice, you Christians all, It is Christ’s b-day!

2.3. Jesus’ Birthday is different form other birthdays in other ways!
2.3.1. He had a mother & a father; yet was w/o a mother & w/o a father!
2.3.2. He had an earthly mother – but not a Heavenly mother!
2.3.3. He had an Heavenly Father – but not a earthly father!
2.3.4. Him whom the heavens cannot contain, the womb of one woman bore.
2.3.5. She ruled our ruler; she carried Him in whom we are; she gave milk to our bread!
2.3.6. “Angels watched as Mary changed God’s diaper!” (Max LuCado)
3. GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY! (Lk.2:10)
3.1. 1st let your fears be turned to Joy!
3.2. “great joy” – 

3.2.1. The quest for delight is not an option but commanded!
3.2.1.1. Ps.37:4 “Delight yourself also in the LORD,”
3.2.1.2. Ps.16:11 “In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”
3.2.2. Our deepest joy isn’t found from God, but in God!
3.2.3. What was the response when the wise men saw the star? “When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.” (Mt.2:10)

3.3. “good tidings” – Good News.
3.3.1. The Good news isn’t that God sent a soldier, or a judge, or a reformer, but He sent a Savior(11)!
3.3.2. To meet man’s greatest needs. 
3.3.3. See Is.61:1-4 (esp. “The oil of joy for mourning,”)
3.3.3.1. As soon as David found out his child died, he stopped mourning & it said, “So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped.”
3.3.3.1.1. He exchanged “mourning” for the “oil of Joy”!
3.3.3.2. Ps.23:5 “You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.”
3.4. “which will be to all people” – 
3.4.1. Regardless of nationality, age, wealth, fame, social position, education,…even shepherds(they were a despised group)!
3.4.2. Both sexes are honored - Christ was born Man; He was born of woman.
3.4.3. Man – If you’ve been condemned before in the 1st man, then now become a follower of the 2nd man.
3.4.3.1. 1 Cor.15:45-47 “The first man Adam became a living being." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven.”

3.4.4. Woman – A woman had been the cause of our death; a woman, again, gave birth to life for us.
3.4.5. To “all” people?…who have believed on Emmanuel! 
3.4.5.1. Lk.2:14 (NIV) “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."
3.5. “great joy” – 
3.5.1. 1 Pet.1:6-9 “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials,  that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith; the salvation of your souls.”
� Joni Eariksen Toda; Dec.20 devotional.





