CHRISTMAS EVE IN HEAVEN! (7pm)

    12-24-01

“Heb.10:5-7”

1. Intro:
1.1. Karen Jo & our special needs class.
1.2. Deanna Fowler & her choral sign class.
1.3. Wouldn’t you like to have been in heaven on that 1st Christmas Eve to hear & see what was going on?
1.3.1. Wouldn’t you have liked to hear Jesus’ farewell dialogue to the Father?
1.3.2. Wouldn’t you have liked to hear Christ’s own Christmas Eve Message?
1.3.3. Well you can…turn to Hebrews 10:5-7.
2. CHRISTMAS EVE IN HEAVEN! (Heb.10:5-7)
2.1. “When He came into the world” – His first advent.
2.2. Picture a great ladder reaching from heaven to earth.
2.2.1. How will we ever understand his divine majesty until we can better understand this little infant?
2.2.2. God stepped down from heaven purposely to reveal Himself to us. 
2.2.2.1. Jn.1:18 “No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”
2.2.3. I believe to use this ladder, we are to ascend in our understanding of God…from the bottom rung up!
2.2.4.  “Christmas is when God came down the stairs of heaven with a baby in His arms.” [R. Eugene Sterner]
2.2.5. Read Back page – Soren Kierkegaard
2.3. HIS BODY PREPARED! (5b)
2.3.1. “A body You have prepared for Me”
2.3.2. Prepared for His birth, His Incarnation; & for His death & Resurrection.
2.3.3. A baby body, a boy body, a beaten body, a resurrected body!
2.3.4. He breathed our air, felt our pain, knew our sorrows, and died for our sins.
2.4. Poem: Earth Suit!
2.5. A body You have prepared for Me, Fearfully and wonderfully created for Me.
An Earth Suit completely tailored & knit, Specially designed for a manger, to fit.
A body to live, but a body to die, I have come in the flesh, for I was born to die.
From pudgy little hands, pink and new, To nail pierced, and bleeding for you.
My soft face once My mother did kiss, Now cheek defiled, by a betraying kiss.
In My first steps my parents did boast, Then later My feet held fast to a post.
To be a resident of the very world I made, an Infant Child in a manger was laid.
A body You have prepared for Me, To coo, to grow, to save, to bleed!

2.6. HIS STORY PUBLISHED! (7a)
2.6.1. “I have come-in the volume of the book”
2.6.1.1. Here are just the NT glimpses on how we seem in the volume of the book!
2.6.2. Matthew shows Him as King of the Jews; Mark the Servant; Luke the Perfect Son of Man; John the Son of God; in Acts, He is the Ascended Lord, in Romans the Lord our Righteousness; in 
1 Corinthians our Resurrection; in 2 Corinthians our Comforter; in Galatians the end of the Law; in Ephesians the head of the Church; in Philippians the Supplier of every need; in Colossians the Fullness of the Godhead; in 1 Thessalonians He comes for His Church; in 2 Thessalonians He comes with His Church; in 
1 Timothy He is the Mediator; in 2 Timothy the Bestower of Crowns; in Titus Our Great God and Savior; in Philemon the Payer of our Debt; in Hebrews the rest of the Faith and the Fulfiller of Types; in James, the Lord drawing nigh; in 1 Peter the Vicarious Sufferer; in 2 Peter the Lord of Glory; in 1 John the Way;. 2 John the Truth; 3 John the Life; in Jude, He is Our Security; in Revelation the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Lamb of God, the Bright and Morning Star, the King of kings and Lord of lords.”


2.7. HIS PURPOSE DECLARED! (7b)
2.7.1. “To do Your will O God” – This encompassed all of Jesus’ life.
2.7.2. His Prayer - “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Mt.6:10
2.7.3. His Plea - "O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done." Mt.26:42
2.7.4. His Goal - “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” Jn.4:34
2.7.5. His Finish - “I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” Jn.17:4
2.7.6. Heb.5:8,9 says, “though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,”
2.7.6.1. Here He acknowledged obedience(perfect & complete) even unto death, which was the purpose of His Coming.
2.7.7. In the Christmas story we have a great example in Joseph, who was obedient to Gods will for his life.
2.7.7.1. Mt.1:24 “Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife,”
2.7.8. In the Christmas story Mary was obedient to Gods will for her life.
2.7.8.1. Lk.1:38 “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word."
2.7.9. Obedience is what the Lord has called Christians to!
2.7.9.1. We are to “bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,”
2.7.9.2. Christians, the best gift you can give to the Lord this Christmas is obedience!
2.7.9.3. Vance Havner wrote, “Christmas is based on an exchange of gifts, the gift of God to man…His unspeakable gift of His Son, and the gift of man to God…when we present our bodies a living sacrifice.”
2.8. “Christmas began in the heart of God. It is complete only when it reaches the heart of man.” 
2.8.1. Who can add to Christmas? {Corrie ten Boom}
The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. 
The perfect gift is that He gave His only Son. 
The only requirement is to believe in Him. 
The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life.

2.8.2. The Innkeeper might have only said 3 words…“Sorry, no room!”
2.8.2.1. I hope that isn’t your response. You need to make room!
The Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard once sought to describe the incarnation of God in Christ. He used this simple illustrative story:
A certain king was very rich. His power was known throughout the world. But he was most unhappy, for he desired a wife. Without a queen, the vast palace was empty. 
One day, while riding through the streets of a small village, he saw a beautiful peasant girl. So lovely was she that the heart of the king was won. He wanted her more than anything he had ever desired. On succeeding days, he would ride by her house on the mere hope of seeing her for a moment in passing.
He wondered how he might win her love. He thought, I will draw up a royal decree and require her to be brought before me to become the queen of my land. But, as he considered, he realized that she was a subject and would be forced to obey. He could never be certain that he had won her love. 
Then, he said to himself, "I shall call on her in person. I will dress in my finest royal garb, wear my diamond rings, my silver sword, my shiny black boots, and my most colorful tunic. I will overwhelm her and sweep her off her feet to become my bride." But, as he pondered the idea, he knew that he would always wonder whether she had married him for the riches and power he could give her.
Then, he decided to dress as a peasant, drive to the town, and have his carriage let him off. In disguise, he would approach her house. But, somehow the duplicity of this plan did not appeal to him.
At last, he knew what he must do. He would shed his royal robes. He would go to the village and become one of the peasants. He would work and suffer with them. He would actually become a peasant. This he did. And he won his wife.

� Robert J. Wells, Prophetic Messages for Modern Times; Dallas; Texas Printing House, Inc., 1944; pp. 205, 206. Taken from Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible; pg.339





