Gold, Frankincense, & Myrrh! (11pm)  
    12-24-01
1. Intro:
2. GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH!
2.1. I’m sure if you have little kids they wouldn’t be too impressed with these gifts…but they were gifts fit for a king!
2.1.1. Imagine your kids opening those up in the morning…“Thanks uncle Pete!”
2.2. Some see these gifts as having further significance by reflecting on the character of this child’s life!
2.3. GOLD!
2.3.1. Might represent His deity or purity!
2.3.2. This would also help in a practical way for Joseph to be able to “relocate” to Egypt for a time with his family.
2.4. FRANKINCENSE!
2.4.1. The fragrance of His life.
2.4.2. It is a gum resin burned as incense.
2.4.3. Frankincense = Frank(free) + in(to) + cense(burn)
2.4.4. Meaning its “freeness” w/which , when burned, it gives forth its order.
2.4.4.1. It burns for a long time with a steady flame.
2.4.4.2. 2 Cor.2:15 “For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing.”
2.4.5. It is obtained by successive incisions in the bark of its tree.
2.4.5.1. The 1st incision yields the purest & whitest resin. 
2.5. MYRRH!
2.5.1. His sacrifice & death.
2.5.2. Because Myrrh was used for embalming!
2.6. THE WISE MEN! – “In them we have the forerunners of many Gentiles who were & are yet to come to worship the Christ child.”
2.6.1. They crowned Him King in their hearts…
2.6.2. Read Mt.2:1,2 “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

2.6.3. Q: Have you crowned Him King in YOUR Heart?
3. COMMUNION!
3.1. Bread – Wycliffe story the “Tro”.
3.2. The Cup – Farmer & his cow story.
4. CANDLE LIGHTING!
4.1. There are a bunch of “light” analogies in Scripture.
4.2. Jesus said, "As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 
4.3. Then we were told, "You are the light of the world.” (Mt.5:14)
4.4. Paul reminds us, “and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,” (Rom.2:19)
4.5. Also he exhorts us to , “Walk as children of light” (Eph.5:8)
4.5.1. Q: I wonder how we are burning for the Lord?
4.5.2. Burn where you are placed!
4.6. Song: O Holy Night! (the stars are brightly shining!)
