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Gloria in Excelsis Deo (7pm)


    12-24-02
“Lk.2:14!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Welcome! - 
1.2. Provenance – Our High Schools sign language performance, praise and worship team. (w/Deanna Fowler)
1.2.1. Will perform, “A Christmas to Remember”.

1.3. The Christmas message is one of Peace!
1.3.1. Tonight we’ll see “Peace is not the absence of trouble, but the presence of God.”
1.3.2. Read Lk.2:8-14
2. Gloria in excelsis Deo! (Lk.2:14)
2.1. Background!
2.2. (10-12) 1st the Angels Sermon; then the Angels Song!
2.2.1. Sermon? - “bring” = ()evangelize.
2.3. (13) Heavenly host – () Army, band of soldiers.
2.3.1. However, this army announces Peace! (
2.4. (14) Every God Sermon should have a doxology after it!
2.4.1. Doxa() = Glory. An expression of praise to God.
2.4.2. It is also called the “Hymnum Angelicum”, or the Angels hymn or anthem.
2.5. Glory to God!
2.6. Here’s where we get our, “Gloria in excelsis Deo” (Glory to God in the Highest).

2.7. Glory belongs to no one but to God alone. He will not share His glory with another!
2.7.1. Is.42:8 “I am the LORD, that is My name; And My glory I will not give to another, Nor My praise to carved images.”
2.7.2. Adam stole the glory – When he tried to be “like” God, in the garden.
2.7.3. We all have tried to steal His Glory also – Anytime we have thought “we did it”! {Arrogant Pride, boastful, selfishness, me-centered, self-satisfied}
2.7.4. So, Glory should be given to God the Father for sending His Son!
2.8. If you take this Christ away. Have you any song to sing worth singing?
2.8.1. Lets’ remove Jesus from the manger for a moment, what left is there to sing about? [no star, no wise men, no angelic choir, it truly becomes a “Silent Night”!]
2.8.2. Penguin? – Last night we had some friends over. We set the manger scene off the table onto our piano. Didn’t notice until someone noticed “what’s with the Penguin in the manger scene?”

2.9. “In the highest” – Not speaking of degree, but a location.
2.9.1. It means “above”. Heaven, the dwelling-place of God.
2.9.2. Then on earth what???
2.10. On Earth Peace!
2.11. Peace? – Where on earth?
2.11.1. Many would be happy w/a little Peace & Quiet!
2.12. Story – Returning home from the Ukraine, we boarded the plane in Germany & I grabbed the USA Today Newspaper. – I ran across a cartoon that showed a man on a ladder decorating his house for Christmas. He was hanging a big sign which read “Peace on Earth”. As he was fastening the last corner to the house it shows his wife in the doorway holding a Newspaper, which read on the front “War w/Iraq” & the caption read, “No, take it down.”


2.13. Q: What did they mean here? – We look back on the last 2000 years & He sure didn’t bring much peace did He? (Q: Did he fail?)

2.13.1. Right now, in the place they say is His very birthplace(The Church of the Nativity, in Bethlehem) there isn’t peace!
2.13.2. “The Israeli army pulled troops back to the outskirts of Bethlehem on Tuesday, keeping a low profile in the traditional biblical city to allow pilgrims to celebrate the Christmas holiday.” – “Israeli troops…began their most recent stay on Nov. 22, after a suicide bomber from Bethlehem blew himself up on a Jerusalem bus, killing 11 Israelis.” (MSNBC.com)

2.14. Not speaking of World Peace!(at least yet) - One day we know that there will be Peace on Earth…but not until the Prince of Peace gets here. Then…
2.14.1. “They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore.” (Is.2:4)
2.14.2. There cannot not be this kind of “peace on earth” until there is “Glory to God in the Highest!”

2.15. Nor the World’s Peace! (the Peace it has to offer)
2.15.1. A Physician can offer you a prescription of peace. 
2.15.1.1. A tranquilizer, or a cortisone shot,…a chemical Peace! 
2.15.1.2. An artificial peace that dulls the mind, or the hurting area…but eventually wears off…& can be habit forming.

2.15.2. Other forms of Chemical Peace are: Alcohol, drugs, or chocolate!
2.15.3. How about Escapism! 
2.15.3.1. Take a trip to Hawaii, go skiing/snowboarding up at Snow Summit for the day; a round of golf; visit Disneyland “The Happiest Place on earth!”

2.15.3.2. The only problem w/escapism is “you have to come back eventually!” - Back to troubles that have remained exactly as you’ve left them!

2.15.4. Another way to try to grab peace from the world is “purchasing the latest thing!” 
2.15.4.1. How about #4 on one of the Toy lists I was looking at “Chicken Dance Elmo” (remember Tickle me Elmo)

2.16. Not World Peace, nor the World’s Peace, but Inner Peace!
2.16.1. This Peace on the earth is much more then not being at War!
2.16.2. Lloyd Cory defined peace, “Peace is the brief glorious moment in history when everybody stands around reloading!” 
2.16.3. This may the best offer of peace the world has to offer (”Peace is the absence of War!”
2.16.4. But we know that even during “Peace Time” there can be “wars that rage within”! 
2.16.5. Jesus came to bring an “inner peace”. 
2.16.5.1. Peace that is not the absence of conflict from life; but the ability to cope with it!
2.16.5.2. Peace will rule your day, when Christ rules your mind.
2.16.5.3. It’s Peace even when: tragedy strikes; when death meets w/your family; when your spouse leaves you; when you feel all alone; when you here the words, “sorry the company is closing down”.

2.16.5.4. It is “submarine peace”! – Although the storm rages on the surface, deep down there can be perfect calm! 
2.16.5.5. When storms rage in your life…“Dive! Dive! Deep within the Savior!”

2.16.5.6. “Peace is like a clock methodically ticking away in the midst of a storm a-blazing outside!” 

2.17. Goodwill Toward Men!
2.18. (NIV)“…to men on whom his favor rests."
2.18.1. This is the divine favor God has toward men through Christ.
2.19. So this is not to “all” men for there is no peace/rest for the wicked!
2.19.1. Donald Grey Barnhouse used to end his meetings with “Lord, dismiss us w/your peace, except for those who don’t know you; keep them miserable until they come to know the Prince of Peace!” 

2.20. Jn.16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."


2.20.1. 1st we meet the “God of Peace” (Rom.15:33)
Then we make our “Peace with God” (Rom.5:1)
Then we can have the “Peace from God” (1 Cor.1:3)
Then bask in the “Peace of God” (Phil.4:6,7)

2.21. Q: Does His favor rest upon you tonight?
2.21.1. “This is born to you this day in the city of David, not an advisor, not a speculator, not a reformer, but a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!”

2.21.2. Our trouble is we want the Peace without the Prince!
2.21.2.1. Receive the Prince of Peace tonight!
� 12-10-02 USA Today(I believe)





