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The Gift! (11pm)






12-24-02
“Communion & Candle Lighting!”

1. Joy to the World! (Message)
1.1. Joy to the world – see Ps.98:4-9 where Isaac Watts was inspired to write the most joyful & joy-filled Hymn. 

1.1.1. Isaac was tired of the hymns sung in church & complaining about them to his father his father challenged him to write something better…so he did.

1.1.2. Born in the early 1700’s, in England.

1.1.3. He wrote about 600 Hymns – He’s often called the father of English Hymnody.

1.1.4. He turned an old Jewish Psalm into a Christians song of Rejoicing, a Christmas Carol(song of Joy).

1.2. The Hymns Distortion:
1.2.1. In 1838 there was a skeptics hymnal, Social Hymns for the Use of Friends of the Rational System of Society, printed it in this form:
1.2.1.1. “Joy to the world! The light(Lord) is come!
The only lawful King(Let earth receive her king):
Let every heart prepare it(Him) room
And moral(Heav’n) nature sing.”
1.2.1.2. {This was soon forgotten!}


1.3. “Let Heaven & Nature sing!”
1.3.1. [1] Heaven is singing: Angels did; Angels do; Angels will!
1.3.2. [2] Earth/Nature is singing: (the sea, the world, the rivers, hills)
1.3.2.1. Or as the song puts it: “While fields & floods, - rocks, hill & plains - repeat the sounding Joy, repeat the sounding Joy, repeat the sounding Joy.”

1.3.2.2. Ps.148! – All of nature sings! 
1.3.2.2.1. All the way down to one needle on a pine tree, perched up on the mountaintop, gives the tree a different whistle when the wind blows through it!

1.3.2.2.2. A different number of rocks in a babbling brook, would give it a completely different Babble(which actually sounds like 1000’s of people clapping)!

1.3.2.3. I thought of a few others to add to that!
1.3.2.4. Read my Poem: “When Heaven & Nature Sang”! Q: How did nature sing?
1.3.2.5. The Donkey that carried his mom on his back,
The Inn’s stable, so shelter wouldn’t lack.

A Stone dug out, his bed in a trough,
Golden Hay His new mattress so soft.

Strips of Cloth for babies first clothes,
The glow from a Lamp reflecting from His nose.

A Star up above the sky so high,
A Road Map for the band of Magi.

A Gold gift for their Egyptian flight,
Incense & Myrrh a fragrant delight.

Shepherd & Sheep were startled the most,
From one, then many, of Heavenly Host.

The working of Wood His earthly trade,
And on it to die, for this His body was made.

1.3.3. [3] Heaven & Nature are singing…But are WE? 
1.3.4. Look at Jesus birth. The number 1 thing that was going on was singing, praising, & worshipping!

1.3.5. [1] Wise men – Worshipped Him.

1.3.6. [2] Elizabeth to Mary - “blessed is the fruit of your womb!”
1.3.7. [3] Mary (Lk.1:46,47) “My soul magnifies the Lord, And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.”
1.3.8. [4] Zacharias (Lk.1:68) “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,”

1.3.9. [5] Angels (Lk.2:14) “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"

1.3.10. [6] Shepherds(Lk.2:20) “Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.”

1.3.11. [7] Simeon (Lk.2:28-32) “he took Him up in his arms and blessed God”.

1.3.12. [8] Anna (Lk.2:38) “And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”

1.4. The Christian faith is a singing faith!
1.4.1. “Christian song is the overflow of the Christian heart. 
If our hearts are full, our singing will be full.”


1.4.2. Sing about your Victories!
1.4.2.1. If you don’t think you have any victories in your life, start singing about His Victories. 
1.4.2.2. You’ll be surprised what he shows you.

1.5. Joy to the World the Lord has come…& is coming!
1.6. Invite team back up – Joy to the World!

2. The Gift! (Communion)
2.1. Q: What do you think of getting & giving gift certificates?
2.2. Q: Have you ever received, not the gift, but maybe a picture of it?
2.2.1. The gift had been ordered, but had not yet arrived. 
2.2.2. My family this year. - Kelly & I joked, “we can just sit across the table & count ‘1,2,3’ & pass them across to each other!”
2.2.2.1. Well, it’s not going to be that shallow. 
2.3. But actually, I believe God likes giving Gift Certificates!
2.3.1. This Christmas let’s say all that you get is going to be this “one gift certificate” I’m going to give you tonight!
2.3.2. Like most gift certificates it isn’t a very large present, but like most you open it & find just a very small piece of paper. But this one has a picture of something. 
2.3.2.1. The picture is a symbol of that gift!
2.3.3. Yet, this certificate is redeemable in heavens store. It has a guarantee that never expires!
2.3.4. Your gift certificate I have for you is Communion!
2.3.4.1. It’s not the real thing; it is to commemorate the real thing.
2.3.4.2. Eph.1:13,14 “having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.”
2.3.4.3. Seal = Spoke to ownership, & the correctness of the content.

2.3.4.4. It’s the symbol of Bread which represents Christ’s body.
2.3.4.5. (Mt.26:26-28) “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is My body." 

2.3.4.6. It’s the symbol of the Cup which represents Christ’s blood.
2.3.4.7. Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. "For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”

2.4. (2 Cor.9:15) “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!”
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