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Faith, in the Christmas Story!

 
    12-22-02
1. Intro:
1.1. We have been strolling down the corridor of the O.T. heroes of faith in Heb.11. 
1.1.1. This week, because of Christmas, I thought we’d pause & look at Faith in the Christmas Story!
1.1.2. We are going to look at the faith of 6 N.T. heroes: Mary’s & Joseph’s Faith! - Simeon’s & Ana’s Faith! - The Shepherds & the Wise Men’s Faith!
2. FAITH IN THE CHRISTMAS STORY!
2.1. [1] MARY’S FAITH! - A Faith that Trusts in His Word! (Lk.1:38)
2.1.1. Read Lk.1:26-38
2.2. Her Story! - Though Mary never traveled farther than Egypt, yet her story has reached the farthest corners of the globe.
2.2.1. In the pictures we see of her she is always adorned in the finest clothes; the most precious jewels are at her feet. 
2.2.1.1. And yet she was an obscure peasant girl living in Nazareth 20 centuries ago.

2.2.2. Her 1st words are found in Lk.1:34 “How can this be, since I do not know a man?”
2.2.2.1. They speak of her purity & her humility.
2.2.3. (1:38) “Behold the maidservant of the Lord!” Shows us her thoughts & longings were ever directed to God alone.
2.2.4. Her faith & fortitude brought her to the site of the crucifixion. 
2.2.5. After the Resurrection we find her w/the 120 in the upper room at Pentecost(Acts1:14)
2.3. Her Faith! - Mary’s teenage faith is fanned into flame when 1 day, in a matter of minutes, she moves from Mary to Madonna.
2.3.1. We see her faith blossom on the scene when she says, “Let it be to me according to your word.”
2.3.2. She reveals what her faith stands upon…His trustworthy Word!
2.3.3. She was open & ready for the Lord to Intrude into her life.
2.3.3.1. Intrude = without invitation or permission!
2.3.3.2. He was Mary’s “Blessed Intruder!”
2.4. Our lesson from Mary: God must reserve for Himself the right to break into my life without question or explanation. 
2.4.1. That shattering phone call, that disturbing letter...may indeed be the first stage of God's interruption in my life.
2.4.2. And since God does the initiating, He must be responsible for the consequences. 
2.4.3. ‘Mary Faith’ teaches us to tear down all “No Trespassing signs” in our lives, & replace them with “Welcome”!
2.5. What is the result of a faith that trusts in His Word?
2.5.1. It is a faith that Declares the Greatness of God! 
2.5.1.1. (Read Lk.1:46-49)
2.5.2. Q: Does you faith bring you to this place?
2.6. [2] JOSEPH’S FAITH! - A Faith that is Obedient! (Mt.1:24)
2.6.1. Read Mt.1:18-25
2.7. His Story! -
2.7.1. To be married in a year; To Mary my dear.
So young, so pretty; Then off to the city?
3 months showing; Her face glowing?
My face sad; For what we could have had.
Should I break it w/a hush; Just don’t rush.
I thought & I thought; Then a dream I caught.
Puzzling fears; Angel comes near.
Redemption plan revealed; New plan is sealed.
I took her to wife; For the rest of my life.
A boy in my home; I’ll raise like my own!

2.8. His Faith! – Joseph’s faith stood strong amidst what everyone would say.
2.8.1. Joseph, have you heard what Mary said occurred? 
Yes, it may be so. Is it likely? No. 
Mary may be pure, but Joseph, are you sure? 
How is one to tell? Suppose, for instance, well, 
Maybe, maybe not. But Joseph, you know 
what Your world will say, about you anyway. 


2.9. Our lesson from Joseph: Obey at all costs!
2.9.1. A popular Prayer of Ignatius of Loyola - “Teach us, good Lord, to serve Thee as Thou deservest: to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask for any reward save that of knowing that we do thy will.”

2.9.2. May we be committed not to Christian work, but to the will of God!

2.10. What is the result of a faith is Obedient?
2.10.1. Is a faith that is Guided! (Mt.2:13)
2.10.2. “O Lord, grant that I may do thy will as if it were my will; so that thou mayest do my will as if it were thy will.” -- Augustine
2.11. [3] SIMEON’S FAITH! - A Faith that Waits! (Lk.2:25)
2.12. His Story! - Read Lk.2:25-35
2.13. His Faith! – Believed the H.S. message(26). And so he waited & waited!

2.14. Our lesson from Simeon: Waiting in prayer is a disciplined refusal to act before God acts.

2.14.1. John Milton said, “They also serve who only stand and wait.”
2.15. What is the result of a faith that Waits?
2.15.1. Is a faith that Sees the Lord’s Christ! (Lk.2:26)
2.16. [4] ANNA’S FAITH! - A Faith that Serves! (Lk.2:37,38)
2.16.1. Read Lk.2:36-38
2.17. Her Story! -
2.17.1. 1st a prophetess – obviously knowing about the Messiah’s coming.
2.17.1.1.  Yet, she looked for the Messiah more than events, & God in events!

2.17.2. She serves, fasts, prays,…day & night!
2.17.2.1. “God did not save you to be a sensation; He saved you to be a servant.”

2.17.3. She’s in God’s timing.
2.17.4. She tells others about him.
2.18. Her Faith! – pushed on day by day, year by year, serving God…not man.
2.18.1. Brutus visiting Ligarius found him ill and said, "What! Are you sick, Ligarius?" "No, Brutus," he said, "if you have a noble enterprise at hand, then I am well." 
2.18.1.1. So should the believer say of Christ. - What might excuse us from other labor, shall never prevent our engaging in His service. (Spurg)

2.19. Our lesson from Anna: teaches us to occupy till He comes!
2.19.1. General William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, was asked the secret of his amazing Christian life. Booth answered, "I told the Lord that he could have all that there is of William Booth."
2.19.1.1. I think Anna did the same!
2.19.2. Q: Are you willing to bequeath all there is of __________.

2.20. What is the result of a faith that Serves?
2.20.1. Is a faith that won’t miss a Thing! (Lk.2:37,38)
2.21. [5] THE SHEPHERD’S FAITH! - A Faith that Believes before it sees! (Lk.2:15,16,20)

2.22. Their Story! -
2.22.1. Read Lk.2:8-20
2.23. Their Faith! – Their faith helped them to believe before they saw!(15)
2.23.1. And to move with Haste(16).
2.24. Our lesson from the Shepherds: Faith on a full stomach may be simply contentment--but if you have it when you're hungry, it's genuine.
2.24.1. Step out & move w/haste even when you haven’t seen it yet.

2.25. What is the result of a faith that Believes before it sees?
2.25.1. Glorifying / Praising! (Lk.2:20)
2.26. [6] THE WISE MEN’S FAITH! - A Faith that Worships! (Mt.2:11)
2.27. Their Story! -
2.27.1. Read Mt.2:1-12
2.28. Their Faith!–Set out to worship him(vs.2) & succeeded in doing so!(11)
2.28.1. “What can we give God that gives him greater satisfaction than that a thousand times a day all his creatures should thus pause to withdraw and worship him from the heart.”
2.29. Our lesson from the Wise Men: Worship is seeing what God is worth and giving him what he's worth.
2.29.1. Worship does not satisfy our hunger for God; it whets our appetite!
2.29.2. May we also be men who met God! (& women)
2.29.3. Is God calling for you as he had to w/Adam, “Where are you?”
2.29.4. We are called to an everlasting preoccupation with God. (Tozer)
2.29.5. You catch your baby gazing intently at you. You stare back, you smile. The baby smiles back…all is well! The simple pleasure of looking at the one you love! – This is what we enjoy each time we worship God and bask in his presence, He smiles…all is well!

2.30. What is the result of a faith that Worships?
2.30.1. Is a faith that gets Protection! (Mt.2:12) 
2.31. Maybe they sang, “So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down Here I am to say that You’re my God. You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy Altogether wonderful to me.”
2.31.1. While we sing this last song, picture yourself as one of the wise men singing before the babe in the manger, the Son of God, God incarnate!

2.32. End:
2.32.1. Peter Buehler, an influential Moravian leader once said, "If I had a thousand tongues, I'd praise Christ with them all." Charles Wesley expanded this stray comment into lines that became the well-known hymn "O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing."
2.32.2. "O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing, My great Redeemer’s praise, The glories of my God & King, The triumphs of His grace."
� Edith Deen; All of the Women of the Bible; pg.157


� W. H. Auden, quoted by Vic Pentz, "On Beyond Zebra," Preaching Today, Tape No. 63.





