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Isaiah 9:6
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“His Name is…!”

1. Intro:
1.1. The spirit of Christmas needs to be superseded by the Spirit of Christ. 
1.1.1. The spirit of Christmas is annual; the Spirit of Christ is eternal. 
The spirit of Christmas is sentimental; the Spirit of Christ is supernatural. 
The spirit of Christmas is a human product; the Spirit of Christ is a divine person. 
* That makes all the difference in the world.


1.2. Context - This verse is cast in the shadows of international darkness & despair. Yet 3 times the sun broke through!
2. Isaiah 9:6
2.1. FOR UNTO US
2.1.1. Us – Wow!…for my benefit!
2.1.1.1. “The stunning point of Christmas is that God considered my needs and the worth of my relationship to Him to be sufficient cause to go through the trauma of changing places.”

2.2. A CHILD IS BORN, A SON IS GIVEN
2.2.1. Mary brought forth a child – God brought forth His Son!
2.2.1.1. “Christmas is when God came down the stairs of heaven with a baby in His arms.”
2.2.1.2. The verbs(born/given) are consistent with His humanity & Deity! 
2.2.2. The Messiah is often represented as “given or sent”.
2.2.2.1. Jn 4:34 "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.”
2.2.2.2. Jn.3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
2.2.2.3. Mt.10:40 “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”

2.2.3. Jesus is the Rich Gift of God! (ie. Man had no claim on him – God voluntarily gave his Son to be a sacrifice for the sins of the world!)
2.2.3.1. Heb.10:5 “…when He(Jesus) came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me.”
2.2.4. Gifts - Christmas is based on an exchange of gifts, the gift of God to man--His unspeakable gift of His Son, and the gift of man to God--when we present our bodies a living sacrifice
2.3. GOVERNMENT WILL BE UPON HIS SHOULDER
2.3.1. Will be – Future, the Millennium. 
2.3.2. Gov. on His shoulders – “He shall rule”, or “the gov. shall be vested on Him.”
2.3.2.1. At weddings I say, “By the power vested in me!”
2.3.2.2. Vested = To furnish w/authority. To place authority, power, property, rights, etc., in the control of a person (or group).
2.3.2.3. I picture Atlas in Greek Mythology (man/world on his back). Although that was because he was condemned by Zeus to support earth, heaven, & it’s pillar upon his back!
2.3.2.3.1. Jesus will do it cheerfully not out of compulsion! - Out of love not obligation.
2.4. HIS NAME
2.4.1. All of these applications are appropriate descriptions of His power & work!
2.4.2. Note name(singular): This speaks of the Unity of His transcendent attributes. 
2.4.2.1. Very similar to “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,”
2.4.3. “One writer has suggested there are 365 names & titles given to Him whose name is above all names!” (Lockyer)
2.4.3.1. Read some from “Willmington’s”.
2.4.3.2. Isaiah gives us 5 more!
2.5. [1] WONDERFUL
2.5.1. Also rendered: Marvelous, hidden, secret, things too high.
2.5.2. “Oh let Him fill your imagination!” Your wonderment!
2.5.3. Same word used when the Lord was addressing Manoah(Samsons dad) in (read) Judges 13:17,18 “Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, "What is Your name, that when Your words come to pass we may honor You?" And the Angel of the LORD said to him, "Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?"
2.5.4. Q: Wonderful in which way? – (In which way is He not?)
2.5.5. He is wonderful in ALL His Works, Ways, & Words!
2.5.5.1. A Wonderful Love in which He came – the manner of His birth was Wonderful – His humility, His self-denial, & His sorrows were Wonderful – His mighty works were Wonderful – His resurrection was Wonderful - His ascension was Wonderful – “All these were fitted to excite admiration & wonder.” (Barnes)

2.5.6. If His name is Wonderful then there is nothing “dull” about His reign!
2.5.7. Q:How can we be bored or uninterested in Him if He is Wonderful?
2.5.8. He is Wonderful who transcends our Minds!
2.6. [2] COUNSELOR
2.6.1. Some read this as “Wonderful Counselor” – But most see it as a distinct attribute or quality! – So it is not “Wonderful Counselor”… though He definitely is!!!
2.6.2. He is the fountain of Wisdom & Understanding! (Joseph Parker)
2.6.3. Oh, when men fail to ask counsel of the Lord!”
2.6.3.1. Remember the crafty Gibeonites in Joshua 9 ? - They brought old bread & Old wine skins & lied to Joshua & the Men of Israel saying they were from a long way away…“please, make a pack not to harm us”…so they did, but they were only a few towns away. Vs.14 says, “Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but they did not ask counsel of the LORD.”
2.6.3.2. Isaiah said, "Woe to the rebellious children," says the LORD, "Who take counsel, but not of Me, And who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, That they may add sin to sin;”(30:1)
2.6.3.3. “How tragic it is when men fail to ask counsel at His mouth!”
2.6.3.3.1.   He gives the Right Advice!
2.6.4. Q: How can we be confused and distracted when we have Him as our Counselor?
2.6.5. He’s a Counselor who cares for His Counselee’s!
2.7. [3] MIGHTY GOD
2.7.1. Gesenius(German Biblical Scholar) renders it, “Mighty Hero!”
2.7.1.1. George Adam Smith “God-Hero!”
2.7.2. This is one of the many instances in which the name of God is applied to the Messiah. 
2.7.3. If Jesus/Messiah is/was not God, then His death was “rightly deserved” because He made himself to be the Son of God (which would have been the blasphemy that they accused Him of).
2.7.4. Faith & Fear cannot dwell together! – If Christ is received & revered as “The Mighty God”…doubts disappear.
2.7.4.1. God protects His people as a warrior! {Ex.15:3 “The LORD is a man of war; The LORD is His name.”}
2.7.4.2. How can we yield to worry or unbelieving anxiety if we believe that all the power of the Godhead is at our disposal?
2.7.5. Q: How can we be frightened and anxious when we have a Mighty God?
2.7.6. He’s a Mighty God who cares for His Subjects!
2.8. [4] EVERLASTING FATHER
2.8.1. Father? – How can the Son be a Father?
2.8.1.1. This doesn’t suggest the Son is also the Father, for each person of the Trinity is distinct. 

2.8.1.2. But it is Literally translated - “The Father of Eternity”.
2.8.1.3. Father meaning – originator or source. {like Satan is the father of lies)
2.8.2. He is from Everlasting to Everlasting! 
2.8.2.1. Ps.90:1,2 “LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.”

2.8.3. Q: How can we be lonely or time bound when we have an Everlasting Father?

2.8.4. He’s an Everlasting Father who cares for His Kids!
2.9. [5] PRINCE OF PEACE
2.9.1. “Our trouble is we want the peace without the Prince.” (Addison Leitch)
2.9.2. We need to learn how to live on His legacy of Peace, “My Peace I leave w/you!”
2.9.2.1. Christ knows how to breathe an assured tranquility into our hearts. 
2.9.2.2. So we become recipients of a peace that passes all understanding! (& Misunderstandings as well!)
2.9.3. Interesting we talk about “making our peace with God”(salvation), but truly only through the blood on the cross has Peace been made. – All the sinner can do is accept this peace!
2.9.4. One day He will return as Prince of Peace! (mill. Reign)
2.9.5. Q: How can we be conflict and contentions when we have Him as our Prince of Peace?
2.9.6. He’s a Prince of Peace who cares for His Family’s Stillness!
3. End:
3.1. Q: Which of these titles “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace” particularly describes God, as you have known him during a time of difficulty?
3.1.1. Q: Which attribute will minister to you the most, for what you are going through right now?
3.2. So, How can we be bored or uninterested in Him if He is Wonderful?
How can we be confused and distracted when we have Him as our Counselor? 
How can we be frightened and anxious when we have Him as a Mighty God? 
How can we be lonely or time bound when we have an Everlasting Father?
How can we be in conflict and contentions when we have Him as our Prince of Peace?

3.3. He is Wonderful who transcends our Minds!
He’s a Counselor who cares for His Counselee’s! 
He’s a Mighty God who cares for His Subjects!
He’s an Everlasting Father who cares for His Kids!
He’s a Prince of Peace who cares for His Family’s Stillness!
� Stuart Briscoe in Meet Him at the Manger. Christianity Today, Vol. 41, no. 14.





