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“Let Heav’n & Nature Sing!”


    12-16-99

“Joy to the Lord!”

1. Intro:
1.1. We have hanging in our den a cloth picture Kelly puts up at X-Mass time that has the words at the top, “Let Heaven & Nature Sing!”
1.1.1. A few weeks ago I told her, “that would make a great theme to teach on.”
1.1.2. Which comes from what Christmas carol? (Joy to the World)

1.2. What is a Christmas “Carol”?
1.2.1. Carol = a song of Joy!
1.3. I love Christmas Carols (well most of them) because of their theology!
2. JOY TO THE WORLD!
2.1. THE AUTHOR:
2.2. Isaac Watts – (early 1700’s) Born in England.
2.2.1. He wrote about 600 Hymns – He’s often called the father of English Hymnody.
2.2.2. He was the eldest of 9 children. (His father at the time of Isaac’s birth was in prison for his non-conformist beliefs.)
2.2.3. Even as a young boy he displayed literary genius, writing verses at a very early age.
2.2.3.1. It is said that he had an annoying habit of rhyming even everyday conversation, & that 1-day when he was scolded by his irritated father for this practice, he cried out. “Oh, father, do some pity take, & I will no more verses make.”

2.2.4. He was tired of the hymns sung in church & complaining about them to his father his father challenged him to write something better…so he did.

2.2.5. He was usually frail in heath but manage to accomplish many writings which included: discussions on psychology, 3 vol.’s of sermons, catechisms, 29 treatises(tree-tis-es) on theology, textbooks on logic, & a variety of other works. 

2.2.6. George Macdonald once said of Isaac Watts: “Some of his hymns will be sung, I fancy so long as men praise God together; for most heartily do I grant that of all hymns I know he has produced the best for public use.”

2.2.7. He wrote – “When I survey the wondrous Cross”.
2.3. THE HYMN/CAROL:
2.3.1. Isaac took Psalm 98:4-9 & put the translation in “Christian terms”, verses Israel (see vs.3).
2.3.1.1. He had knack for “Christianizing the Psalms” w/o losing their OT seriousness.
2.3.2. “Nature Sing” – comes from vs.7,8.
2.4. The Hymns Distortion:
2.4.1. We are not sure how many distortions of this hymn have been published.
2.4.2. [1] The 7th Day Adventist sing it in the future tense: “Joy to the world the lord WILL come,” making it refer to the 2nd coming of Christ.
2.4.3. [2] In 1838 a skeptics’ hymnal, Social Hymns for the Use of Friends of the Rational System of Society, printed it in this form:
2.4.3.1. “Joy to the world! The light(Lord) is come!
The only lawful King(Let earth receive her king):
Let every heart prepare it(Him) room
And moral(Heav’n) nature sing.”
2.4.3.2. {This was soon forgotten!}

2.4.4. [3] Two of the hymnals have omitted the stanza in which the “curse” rears its head (stanza #3)
2.4.5. [4] The Unitarians change the offending line to “As far as sin is found.”(instead of “Far as the curse is found”)
2.5. THE PSALM:
2.6. Psalm 98 is “A Psalm of Rejoicing at the marvelous ways in which God has protected & restored His people;”

2.6.1. He turned an old Jewish Psalm into a Christians song of Rejoicing, a Christmas Carol(song of Joy).
2.6.1.1. “It is one of the most Joyous Christmas hymns in existence. Not in the sense of Merry-making but in the deep & solemn realization of what Christ’s birth has meant to mankind.”


2.7. Some see this song as the OT Magnificat(to magnify)!
2.7.1. We find underlying themes in the NT Magnificat (Mary’s in Lk.1:46-55)
2.7.1.1. Similarities: Strength w/His arm(51); Mercy(54); My spirit has rejoiced(47).
2.7.2. Maybe Mary was singing this on her way to Elizabeth’s house (along w/Hannah’s praise 1 Sam.2).
2.7.2.1. This OT Magnificat had been in the Hebrew Hymn book for approx. 500 years.
2.8. (1-3) Why Praise Him!
2.8.1. Why? – Marvelous things(1a); Power & Purity(1b); Salvation(2); Mercy(3a); Faithfulness(3b).
2.8.1.1. “That ought to keep ya singing His praises for awhile!”
2.9. New Song – The Psalmist exhorts us to “sing a new song” (6 x’s).
2.9.1. “New” meaning “fresh, new in quality”.
2.9.2. The song can be an old one, but as we grow in the Lord, & have new experiences w/Him, they will take on new meanings.
2.9.3. Trials then, will “tune us up” to praise Him in a new way! 
2.9.4. Q: Are you singing the praises of God in your life?
2.9.5. Q: Have you lost your song? - Maybe you’ve lost something else? Maybe your vision of God? Or faith in His word? Or perhaps sin has come into your life?
2.10. A missionary friend of Warren Weirsbe told about when he was in Africa. - When he 1st arrived by riverboat he heard from the banks of the river “screaming & wailing & the beating of drums”. When he left 25 years later people lined the banks & were singing “All hail the power of Jesus’ name, let angels prostrate fall”.

2.10.1.1. What a difference! – The Christian faith is a singing faith!
2.10.1.2. “Christian song is the overflow of the Christian heart. If our hearts are full, our singing will be full.”

2.11. Sing about God’s Victories!
2.11.1. If you don’t think you have any victories in your life, start singing about His Victories. You’ll be surprised what he shows you. 
2.12. Salvation – Read Phillips, pg. 85,86 Stanley’s Testimony.
2.13. (4-6) How to Praise Him!
2.13.1. How? – With Joyful Shouting(4a); Song(4b); with musical Instruments(5-6). 
2.13.1.1. “Not religious entertainment but the joyful expression of praise to God!”

2.14. (7-9) Who Should Praise Him!
2.14.1. Who? - Everybody in the world & all the world of Nature.
2.14.2. Nature knows that it will be set free from the curse of sin (Gen. 3:17-19) and share the glory of the kingdom.
2.14.3. Rom.8:21,22 “…the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.”
2.15. “Let Heaven & Nature sing!”
2.15.1. Heaven is singing: Angels did; Angels do; Angels will!
2.15.2. Earth/Nature is singing: (the sea, the world, the rivers, hills)
2.15.2.1. Or as the song puts it: “While fields & floods, - rocks, hill & plains - repeat the sounding Joy, repeat the sounding Joy, repeat the sounding Joy.”
2.15.2.2. Ps.148! – All of nature sings! – “It Can’t not!”
2.15.2.2.1. All the way down to one needle on a pine tree, perched up on the mountaintop, gives the tree a different whistle when the wind blows through it!
2.15.2.2.2. A different number of rocks in a babbling brook, would give it a completely different Babble(which actually sounds like 1000’s of people clapping)!
2.15.3. But are WE singing? 
2.15.3.1. Look at Jesus birth. The #1 thing that was going on was singing, praising, & worshipping!
2.15.3.2. Name who you remember in the Incarnation scene that was worshipping, praising, Singing?
2.15.3.3. [1] Wise men (Mt.2:2,11) “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him." – “And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”
2.15.3.3.1. Praise was their Purpose!
2.15.3.3.2. They worshipped sacrificially (how far they came) & they worship with their whole heart (giving). 
2.15.3.4. [2] Elizabeth (Lk.1:42) “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!”
2.15.3.5. [3] Mary (Lk.1:46,47) “My soul magnifies the Lord, And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.”
2.15.3.6. [4] Zacharias (Lk.1:68) “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,”
2.15.3.6.1. This was said when they just had their 1st child John, & they were naming him. His tongue cut loose, & immediately he talked about another baby that wouldn’t even be born for another ½ a year!

2.15.3.7. [5] Angels (Lk.2:14) “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"
2.15.3.8. [6] Shepherds(Lk.2:20) “Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.”
2.15.3.9. [7] Simeon (Lk.2:28-32) “he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: "Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; For my eyes have seen Your salvation Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel."

2.15.3.10. [8] Anna (Lk.2:38) “And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”
2.16. Joy to the World the Lord has come…& is coming!
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