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    12-17-98

Simeon’s Song, “Nunc Dimittis”!
1. Intro:
1.1. Tonight – we are going to be looking at Simeon’s Song!
1.1.1. It seems like every year I get drawn into the life of one specific character, more than the others. This year Simeon stands out.
1.1.1.1. Amanda Park – Bill & Janet; Gordon & Marty/worship.
1.1.1.2. I spent the morning in jail this morning!(Dad, why you dressed up? I’m going to jail son) - Temecula’s S.W. Detention center today.
1.1.1.3. Tonight I’d like to look introduce you to a friend of mine…Simeon, he’s taught me a lot in his Salvation Song, & his Missionary Hymn.
1.2. 1st Look who makes up the nativity scene, & its key players.
1.2.1. Q: Who?
1.2.2. Not – Caesar{he may have grabbed the headlines of the day, but received only a passing reference in scripture(2:1)}. Not Quirinius, kings, Priests, Saducees, nor Pharisees.
1.2.3. Normal People – Some shepherds, a carpenter, teen girl, old man, old woman.
1.3. This section is called Simeon’s “Nunc Dimittis”[L.](Nunck De-mit-is) or “now dismiss”. “I’m ready to be called home now!”
1.3.1. Q: What do you want to have happen so that you could say at the end of your life, “Lord, now dismiss your servant in peace?”
1.3.1.1. Hopefully after we see salvation we are then ready to fly!

1.3.1.2. “You’re not ready to live till you’re ready to die!”
1.3.2. Let’s read it.


2. THE SETTING! (21-24)
2.1. (21) – Q: What prophesy is already fulfilled here? (name) 

2.2. (22) – Purification – 7+33=the baby is 40 days old
2.2.1. Read Lev.12:1-8
2.2.1.1. Note Mary’s “sin” offering.
2.2.1.2. (Lightfoot) “This virgin presented her babe unto the Lord in the east gate of the court called Nicanor’s gate, where she would be sprinkled by the priest w/the blood of her sacrifice.”
2.2.1.3. They also would have to pay a redemption fee(5 shekels){numb.3:44,45}.
2.3. (22) - Presentation – What a privilege to present our kids before the Lord.
2.4. (24) – Even Mary & Joseph had to deal with poverty at Christmas!
2.4.1. “It is not the man who has too little, but the man who craves more, who is poor.” Seneca (C. 4 B.C.-A.D. 65).


3. THE MAN SIMEON! (25-28)
3.1. Q: So why this man?
3.1.1. 3 reasons: The H.S. was upon him(25); the H.S. talked to him(26); & The H.S. led him(27).
3.1.2. Quote bottom of page in bible! “He was…”
3.1.3. Q: what do you want to be like when you’re old?
3.2. (25) – Consolation – paraklesis/comfort.
3.2.1. Prob. From Is.49:13 “Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth! And break out in singing, O mountains! For the LORD has comforted His people, And will have mercy on His afflicted.”(or, Is.12:1)
3.3. (27) – He took Prophecy seriously…Do we? (or just during times of war?)
3.4. (28) – Finally the “Child of Hope!”
3.4.1. “Here’s Jesus resting in the arms of Simeon, & Simeon resting in Jesus Salvation!”

3.4.2. George Macdonald in his poem said, “Where did You come from baby dear? Out of everywhere into the here.”
3.4.3. Wesley said, “here we have God contracted into a span!”

4. THE SONG! (29-32)
4.1. (29) – Here we have Simeon the most clear in his statement of the menaing of the coming of the child. Even than Elisabeth in her Beatitude, or Mary in her Magnificat, or even Zacharias in his Benedictus.
4.2. So now we have Simeon’s Song(his nunc dimittis). It is a Salvation Song & a Missionary Hymn.
4.3. Depart = “to release a prisoner; to untie a ship & set sail; to take down a tent; to untie a beast of burden.”
4.3.1. It frees believers from the burdens of this life & leads us into the blessings of the next!
4.3.2. Q: Are you tied to this place? If so by what? 
4.3.3. Q: Like the Hot Air Ballooner, can you cut another cord loose tonight?
4.4. (30) – Salvation – not soteer(savior); not soteria(salvation); but soterion(speaking of “one fitted to save”)
4.4.1. “Jesus is the means of deliverance which God is giving to the world!”
4.4.2. Saviors are only for sinners!
4.4.3. Mt.9:13 “For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."
4.4.4. Lk.19:10 "for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."
4.4.5. Q: Have your eyes seen Salvation?
4.5. (31,32) – Salvation is Prepared – “it is not a human accomplishment but a Divine gift!”
4.6. all peoples, gentiles, Jews – Gentiles brought into this prophecy!
4.6.1. Luke will go on to show “who may” have admission to the kingdom: “Samaritans; Pagans; Jews; publicans; sinners; outcasts; Democrats((); respectable people; poor; rich; women; men…”

4.7. Q: What’s your favorite aspect of the culture of our Christmas season?
4.7.1. The evergreen smell; eggnog; Christmas lights? (I like the lights!)
4.7.2. Light – See Jn.3:19-21 & Phil.2:15
4.7.2.1. Lamplighter story – “cutting holes in the darkness!”

5. THE SEPARATING SAVIOR! (33-35)
5.1. (33) – Q: How does he know about our son? Gentiles? Our Son?
5.2. (34) – Neutrality is forever impossible!
5.2.1. Never does one hear the gospel & not fall or rise under the hearing of it!
5.2.1.1. Rise unbelievers from your sins dark depths; 
Rise believers above this word to the next!
5.3. End: 
