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THE CALL FOR CHRISTMAS


    12-24-00

Is.64:1 “Oh, that You would rend the heavens! That You would come down!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Tonight’s Services:
1.1.1. 7pm - The 1st Christmas!
1.1.2. 11pm – Another Christmas!
1.2. I’m convinced everyone sees Christmas from a different perspective!
1.2.1. The commander at Fort Richardson, Alaska, sponsored an exterior Christmas decorating contest. One young lieutenant developed a short-lived, but unique, display. It read, “Hark! The Harold angels shout – Six more months & I’ll be out!”

1.3. A little bit of history that happened…“on this day”.
1.3.1. According to Christopher Columbus’ personal log, his purpose in seeking “undiscovered worlds” was to, “..bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to the heathens.” “…bring the Word of God to unknown coastlands.”
1.3.2. The Santa Maria ran aground on Christmas eve, Dec.24th, 1492, & the ship had to be abandoned. On the island of Haiti. Columbus left 40 men in a settlement named La Navidad, meaning The Nativity.”

1.4. Maybe an “out-of-the-ordinary” Christmas text this morning. But it comes from one who prophesied much of the Christmas story! 
1.4.1. Turn to Isaiah 64:1-5. 
2. THE CALL TO COME! (Is.64:1-5)
2.1. Read Is.64:1-5
2.2. How did God 1st come down? (vs.2,3 refer to the time in Exodus)
2.2.1. See Ex.20:18-21
2.2.2. Loud, flashy, fearful, scary.
2.3. How would God come down the next time?
2.3.1. The opposite of the 1st time. – Quiet, behind the scenes!
2.3.2. Not w/the thunder & lightening flashes before all the people - instead w/1 star, for but a few wise men.
2.3.3. Not with the sound of the trumpet blazing - but this newborn’s cries were instead muffled amidst barnyard sounds.
2.3.4. Not with the mountain smoking – but maybe one small lamp burning.
2.3.5. Isaiah knew & foretold the coming One!
2.3.5.1. Is.11:1-5 “There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. His delight is in the fear of the LORD, And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, Nor decide by the hearing of His ears; But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide with equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And faithfulness the belt of His waist.”

2.3.5.2. Is.9:2,6,7 “The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined… For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,”

2.3.5.3. Is.7:14 “"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

2.4. How do you pour God into a little man?
2.4.1. How do you step from outside the universe in to an embryo?
2.4.2. How do you take the Milky Way Galaxy & place it into a coffee cup?
2.4.3. How do you place Niagara into a thimble?
2.4.4. How would you compress yourself into a flea?
2.4.5. How do you house the Almighty God in pink infant flesh?

2.4.6. Yet, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,”
2.4.6.1. Mary would hold in her arms a little baby, whose infant lips now cooing …once spoke the universe into existence.
2.4.6.2. His little pudgy fists,…once flung the starts into their places!
2.4.7. “The One who none can look upon & live, is delivered in a stable under the soft, indifferent gaze of cattle.” (Fredrick Buechner)
2.4.8. Poem: Author Unknown:
2.4.9. The Maker of the universe As man for man was made a curse;
The claims of laws which He had made Unto the uttermost He paid.
His holy fingers made the bough Where grew the thorns that crowned His brow;
The nails that pierced His hands were mined In secret places He designed.
He made the forest whence there sprung The tree on which His body hung;
He died upon a cross of wood, Yet made the hill on which it stood!
The sky which darkened o’er His head By Him above the earth was spread;
The sun which hid from Him its face By His decree was poised in space!
The spear which spilt His precious blood Was tempered in the fires of God;
The grave in which His form was laid Was hewn in rocks His hands had made!
The throne on which He now appears Was His from everlasting years!
But a new glory crowns His brow And every knee to Him shall bow!

2.5. Why would God come down?
2.5.1. Why leave His Celestial home, to enter a world of pain & sorrow?
Why give up the worship of angels, to be spat upon by hateful people?
Why in heaven would God come down? All because of an ancient plan!
2.5.2. The Plan of Reconciliation? 2 Cor.5:18,19,21 “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself,…For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
2.5.2.1. Thus, God treated Jesus like He lived your life, & He treated us as if we lived Jesus life!

3. HE WAS SENT!  (Lk.20:13)
3.1. Read Lk.20:13 
3.1.1. Here is a parable that sums up the whole OT & the 4 gospels!
3.1.2. “I will send my beloved son…”
3.2. Other “sending” verses:
3.2.1. Jn.3:16 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,”

3.2.2. Rom.8:32 “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,”
4. HE CAME WILLINGLY!  (Heb.9:14)
4.1. Jesus wasn’t sent to earth like a child is sent to his room! He came willingly!
4.1.1. Heb.9:14 “…how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”
4.1.2. 1 Jn.3:16 “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.”
4.1.3. Jn.10:17,18 “…I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.”

5. WE NEED TO BE SAVED! (Is.64:5-9)
5.1. Back to Is.64:5-9.
5.1.1. Jesus’ very name reveals us our need! 
5.1.1.1. Mt.1:21 "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins."
5.1.2. His birth is the Blessed Incarnation Celebration!
5.2. Poem: Richard Crashaw, from “The Dear Bargain”.
5.2.1. Lord, what is man? why should he cost thee So dear? What had ruin lost thee?
Lord, what is man? that thou hast overbought So much a thing of naught? 

What if my faithless soul & I 
Would needs fall in With guilt & sin,
What did the lamb that he should die? 
What did the lamb, that he should need, When the wolf sins, himself to bleed?

If my base lust, Bargain’d with death & well-beseeming dust
Why would the white Lamb’s bosom write
The purple name Of my sin’s shame?

Why should his unstain’d breast make good My blushes w/his own heart-blood?
O my Savior, make me see How dearly thou hast paid for me
That lost again my life may prove As then in death, so now in love.

5.3. We no longer call out like Isaiah, “Oh, that You would rend the heavens! That You would come down!” For the lord has come!
5.3.1. We sing - “Joy to the world! The Lord is come! Let earth receive her King! Let every heart prepare Him room.” (end song)
5.3.2. Q: Have you prepared Him room?
5.3.3. Jesus has secured for you a Christmas gift, placed with love under a cross shaped tree!
5.3.3.1. Rom.6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
