The "Fear Not’s" of Christmas 

In the Christmas narratives, there are several "fear not's." 

1. The "fear not" of salvation: "And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings...which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10,11). 

2. The "fear not" of the humanly impossible: "Fear not, Mary:... the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:...For with God nothing shall be impossible" (Luke 1:30, 35, 37). 

3. The "fear not" of unanswered prayer: "Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John" (Luke 1:13). 

4. The "fear not" of immediate obedience: "Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife :.. Then Joseph ... did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him"  (Matthew 1:20,24).

Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. "For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

"Do not be afraid, Mary,… "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you;… "For with God nothing will be impossible."

"Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.

"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife,… Then Joseph,…did as the angel of the Lord commanded him…”

The shepherds didn't ask God if he was sure he knew what he was doing. 
Had the angel gone to the theologians, they would have first consulted their commentaries. 
Had he gone to the elite, they would have looked around to see if anyone was watching. 
Had he gone to the successful, they would have first looked at their calendars. 

So he went to the shepherds. 
Men who didn't have a reputation to protect or an ax to grind or a ladder to climb. 
Men who didn't know enough to tell God that angels don't sing to sheep and that messiahs aren't found wrapped in rags and sleeping in a feed trough. 
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Christmas began in the heart of God. It is complete only when it reaches the heart of man.

Christmas is based on an exchange of gifts: the gift of God to man-his Son; and the gift of man to God-when we first give ourselves to God. 

Vance Havner
God grant you the light in Christmas, which is faith; the warmth of Christmas, which is love; the radiance of Christmas, which is purity; the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice; the belief in Christmas, which is truth; the all of Christmas, which is Christ. 
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