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“What’s the Big Deal?”

1. Intro:
1.1. Is.7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

1.2. 2 Pet.1:16 “For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”

1.3. The Gospel of Luke doesn’t start with “Once upon a time” but instead, “Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.” 

2. THE VIRGIN BIRTH!
2.1. WHAT THE VIRGIN BIRTH ISN’T!
2.2. It is not the “Immaculate Conception”!
2.2.1. Many define this incorrectly. The R.C. doctrine of “Immaculate Conception” has nothing to do with Jesus’ birth, but speaks to Mary’s birth.
2.2.2. On Dec.8th, 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed, “The Most Holy Virgin Mary was, in the 1st moment of her conception…in the view of the merits of Jesus Christ…preserved free from all stain of original sin.”


2.3. Artificial insemination is a modern, non-miraculous variation on conception.
2.4. The miracle of the virgin birth was not the actual birth; but the conception of Christ’s earthly body!
2.4.1. This conception was not only supernatural, but was unique also. 
2.4.2. For God had already performed supernatural births. {Like, for Sarah, Hannah, Elisabeth, & others}
2.5. WHAT THE VIRGIN BIRTH IS!
2.6. “Jesus’ birth was the result of a miraculous conception whereby the Virgin Mary conceived a baby in her womb by the power of the Holy Spirit, w/o a human father.”

2.6.1. Thus, in the OT we have man made in the image of God, 
& in the NT we see God made in the image of man!

2.7. God has 4 ways to make a body: (that we know of)
2.7.1. [1] Out of clay – As he did Adam.
2.7.2. [2] Out of man – As with Eve.
2.7.3. [3] Out of woman married to man – As in every normal human birth.
2.7.4. [4] Out of woman without man – As with the birth of Christ.

2.8. The bible defines its terms clearly: (rule of 1st mention/Virgin)
2.8.1. Gen.24:16, “Now the young woman(Rebekah)was very beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man had known her. And she went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and came up.”

2.8.2. Mt.1:18 “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.”

2.8.3. By a creative act God broke through the chain of human generation & brought into the world a supernatural being. 
2.8.3.1. God came, & planted the secret genes of God!
2.8.3.2. Lk.1:34,35 “Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?" And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you;”

2.9. “He stretched skin over spirit like a rubber glove, aligning Trinity with bone, twining through veins until Deity square-knotted flesh.”


2.10. EVIDENCES FOR THE VIRGIN BIRTH!
2.11. The Scriptures verify it!
2.11.1. All the manuscripts in all the ancient versions contain the record of it.

2.12. Tradition confirms it!
2.12.1. The traditions of the early church & the early church fathers recognize it. (Like Ignatius, Justin Martyr, Tatian, etc.)
2.13. The Creeds substantiate it!
2.13.1. Even the earliest of Creeds “The Apostles Creed” holds to its belief.
2.13.2. “Conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary” is what it declares.
2.14. Jesus perfect life attests to it!
2.14.1. A perfect, sinless, flawless life!
2.15. We have 2 millennium full of hymns & liturgies of the Greek, Roman, & Protestant church that verify the Virgin birth!

2.16. We also have the story of the Virgin Birth enshrined in the art & architect & literature of Christendom!

2.17. WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL?
2.18. If Jesus Christ is not God come in sinless human flesh, then we have no Savior!
2.18.1. He was not born in this world; He came down from Heaven into the world.
2.18.1.1. Jn.3:13 “No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.”

2.18.1.2. Jn.6:33 “For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” (…I am the Bread of life – vs.35) {6 more times in ch.6 alone!}

2.18.2. Jesus’ Preexistence: Jesus lived before he was born!
2.18.2.1. John lays it out in his 1st 3 crisp sentences.
2.18.3. [1] His Eternal Existence – “In the beginning was the Word,”
2.18.4. [2] His Eternal Communion w/God – “the Word was with God,”
2.18.5. [3] His Eternal Identity w/God – “the Word was God.”

2.19. So, what’s the Big Deal? [1] It shows that salvation ultimately must come from the Lord!
2.19.1. It is an unmistakable reminder that salvation can never come through human effort, but must be the work of God Himself.
2.19.2. Remember, Gal.4:4,5 “…God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”
2.20. So, what’s the Big Deal? [2] It brings together the uniting of full deity & full humanity in one person. 
2.20.1. 2 Possibilities, & their 2 Problems:
2.20.2. [1] God could have given Jesus a human body up in heaven for Him to descend with w/o the benefit of any human parent.
2.20.2.1. Its problem? – It would be hard for us to see how Jesus could be fully human as we are. Nor could He be part of the human race that physically descended from Adam.
2.20.3. [2] God could have used 2 human parents & miraculously united His human nature w/His full divine nature at some point early on.
2.20.3.1. Its problem? – But then it would have been hard for us to understand how Jesus was fully God, since his origin was like ours in every way.
2.20.4. When we think of these 2 other possibilities it helps us to see Gods wisdom in ordaining this combination of human & divine nature.
2.20.5. Birthed by a woman points to His humanity! (Son of Man)
2.20.5.1. Mt.2:11 “And when they(the wise men)had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him.”

2.20.5.2. Gal.4:4 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,”
2.20.6. Born apart from human fatherhood points to His Divinity! (Son of God)
2.20.6.1. Gen.3:15 “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”
2.20.6.2. Her seed? – When we read of the seed or seeds in scripture, over 100 times or more it is used, it is always speaking about the mans seed.
2.20.6.3. See also, Mt.1:1-16 (esp.vs.16) – 39 times in these 15 verses we have the word “begot”…then mysteriously it is dropped on the 40th time, & instead reads, “Mary of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.”
2.21. So, what’s the Big Deal? [3] It also makes possible Christ’s true humanity w/o inherited sin.
2.21.1. All human beings have inherited legal guilt & a corrupt moral nature from their 1st father, Adam(called inherited sin or original sin).

2.21.2. But Jesus, not having a human father, partially interrupted the line of descent from Adam. Jesus didn’t descend from Adam in exactly the same way we did. Thus neither legal guilt nor moral corruption belongs to Christ.
2.21.2.1. Lk.1:35 “And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.”
2.21.3. Note: This doesn’t mean that the transmission of sin comes only through the father, scripture doesn’t say that. We can say that in this case God did it this way.
2.21.3.1. Ps.51:5 “I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.”

2.21.4. Why didn’t Jesus then inherit a sinful nature from Mary?
2.21.4.1. The R.C. church answers this by Mary being Immaculately Conceived thus she was free from sin to pass down!

2.21.4.2. This doesn’t solve the problem though, it only creates another one. For why didn’t Mary inherit sin from “her” mother…& now her father also?

2.21.4.3. The work of the Holy Spirit in Mary must have prevented not only the transmission of sin from Joseph(for Jesus had no earthly father) but also, in a miraculous way, the transmission of sin from Mary.
2.21.4.3.1. Lk.1:35(rsv) " The Holy Spirit will come upon you,…therefore the child to be born will be holy.”
2.21.4.4. We confess like Job, "I know that You can do everything, And that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.” (42:2)

2.22. So, what’s the Big Deal? [4] Jesus thus can reconcile man to Himself!
2.22.1. 2 Cor.5:19 “that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them,”
2.22.2. If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator; 
If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; 
If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist; 
If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer;
But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior. 

2.23. Wrap Up!
2.23.1. Christmas is based on an exchange of gifts: the gift of God to man-his Son; and the gift of man to God-when we first give ourselves to God. (Vance Havner)
2.23.2. Christmas began in the heart of God. It is complete only when it reaches the heart of man.
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