4

What Child is This?




      12-21-03
“What Child is This?” Gal.4:4-7
1. Intro:
1.1. 1,100 inmates were given gifts & the gospel at So. West Detention Center yesterday.

1.2. Story(Jacques ladouceur) - There was woman who was out Christmas shopping with her two children. After many hours of looking at row after row of toys and everything else imaginable. And after hours of hearing both her children asking for everything they saw on those many shelves, she finally made it to the elevator with her two kids. She was feeling what so many of us feel during the holiday season time of the year. Overwhelming pressure to go to every party, every housewarming, taste all the holiday food and treats, getting that perfect gift for every single person on our shopping list, making sure we don't forget anyone on our card list, and the pressure of making sure we respond to everyone who sent us a card. Finally the elevator doors opened and there was already a crowd in the car. She pushed her way into the car and dragged her two kids in with her and all the bags of stuff. When the doors closed she couldn't take it anymore and stated, "Whoever started this whole Christmas thing should be found, strung up and shot." From the back of the car everyone heard a quiet calm voice respond, "Don't worry we already crucified him."

2. WHAT CHILD IS THIS?
2.1. One Carol we sing asks the important  question, "What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping?" 
[And the chorus answers]
2.2. "This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, The Babe, the son of Mary."

2.2.1. Let’s also answer that Carol this morning! From Gal.4:4-7.

2.3. WHEN? (4a)
2.4. “But when the fullness of the time had come”
2.5. God had prepared the whole world for the coming of His Son at this particular time in history.

2.5.1. The world was ready to receive Him. In the sense that Politically, regarding roads, language, hopelessness.

2.5.2. But more importantly it wasn’t only that it was the world’s time, but that it was God’s time to intervene!
2.5.2.1. It was the moment He had planned for all eternity!

2.6. FROM WHERE? (4b)
2.7. “God sent forth His Son” [Divinity]…not the white soft candy that contains nuts!
2.7.1. This obviously deals w/His preexistence!
2.7.2. During the long war years a boy looked frequently at a picture of his daddy on the table.  He had left when the boy was a young infant. After several years the boy had forgotten him as a person but he would often look at the picture and say, "If only my father could step out of that picture and be real...."  Christmas means that in a sad day of sin when man had almost forgotten God, He stepped into the world in the form of His Son.

2.7.3. In Jesus divine omnipotence moved in a human arm; 
In Jesus divine wisdom was cradled in a human brain; 
In Jesus divine love throbbed in a human heart; 
In Jesus divine compassion glistened in a human eye; 
In Jesus divine grace poured forth in human lips.


2.7.4. C. S. Lewis said regarding the incarnation, “If you want to get the hang of it, think how you would like to become a slug or a crab.”


2.7.5. S.D. Gordon. "Jesus is God spelling Himself out in language that men can understand."

2.7.6. “The authority of everything that Jesus said depends on the eternity of his existence w/God.”


2.8. HOW? (4c)
2.9. “born of a woman” [Humanity]
2.9.1. Through his birth he entered into our humanity.
2.10. Incarnation!
2.10.1. What it’s Not! (look at how many ways you can mess this up!)
2.10.2. [1] Ebionites – Denied Jesus’ divine nature.
2.10.3. [2] Gnostics – Denied Jesus’ human nature.
2.10.4. [3] Arians – Affirmed Jesus’ preexistence, but denied His deity.
2.10.5. [4] Nestorians – Believed 2 persons actually indwelt the body of Christ, the human person & the divine person.
2.10.6. [5] Eutychians – Opposite extreme. Said both natures mingled to make up a 3rd & totally different nature from the original 2 natures.

2.10.7. What it IS!
2.10.8. How is this for a description of Jesus' incarnation? "He who never began to be, but eternally existed, and who continued to be what he eternally was, began to be what he eternally was not."

2.10.9. “In the one person, Jesus Christ, there are two natures, a human nature and a divine nature, each in its completeness and integrity, and these two natures are organically and indissolubly united, yet so that no third nature is formed thereby.” (A. H. Strong, Systematic Theology, p. 673)

2.10.10. So, in the OT we have man made in the image of God & in the NT we see God made in the image of man!
 

2.10.11. Remember the Virgin Birth really isn’t centered on the birth but on the conception of Christ’s earthly body.

2.10.12. God had performed other supernatural births(for Sarah, Hannah, Elisabeth, & others)
2.10.12.1. This conception wasn’t only supernatural, but unique also!

2.10.13. For How Long?
2.10.14. There is something called the perpetuity of the incarnation…when Jesus joined Himself to a body…it was an eternal arrangement. 

2.10.15. They Said So!
2.10.16. Isaiah said it was coming! – “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” (Is.7:14)
2.10.16.1. “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given” Is.9:6

2.10.17. Micah said it was coming! – “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.”

2.10.18. Zacharias said it was coming! – “And you, child(John), will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways,”

2.10.19. Mary heard it was coming! – “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.”

2.10.20. Elisabeth said it was coming! – “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!”

2.10.21. Joseph heard it was coming! – “But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”

2.10.22. Shepherds heard it was coming! – “Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. "For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. "And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”

2.10.23. Wise Men said it was coming! – “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

2.10.24. Simeon said it was coming! – “For my eyes have seen Your salvation Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.”

2.10.25. Anna said it was coming! – “And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”

2.10.26. For What Reason?
2.10.27. To reveal the invisible God; to fulfill prophecy; to guarantee the Davidic Cov(his descendent sit on the throne); to make a sacrifice for our sins; to reconcile man to God; to provide an example for believers; to provide the believer a high priest; to destroy the devil & his works; to escape the historical curse; To preach the gospel; to heal the broken hearted; To proclaim liberty to the captives; recovery of sight to the blind; To set at liberty those who are oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD; to give life; to glorify the Father."


2.11. WHERE? (4d)
2.12. “born under the law”
2.13. Jesus was circumcised, presented, reared in terms of the laws requirements, fulfilling all righteousness. 
2.13.1. We are under it in dread. Christ under it in gladness.
2.13.2. We are under it in a sense of condemnation. Christ in fulfilling every particle of it.

2.14. WHY? (5a)
2.15. “to redeem those who were under the law”
2.16. To buy out of the marketplace. 

2.17. Stott – “The divinity of Christ, the humanity of Christ, & the righteousness of Christ uniquely qualified Him to be man’s redeemer.”

2.18. 2ND WHY? (5b)
2.19. “that we might receive the adoption as sons”
2.20. WHERE? (6)
2.21. “God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts”
2.22. Note the entire Trinity’s involvement in salvation.
2.23. Into your heart! – It’s a heart matter!
2.23.1. That He might change the very depths of our personalities, our very affections & desires!

2.23.2. Rom.10:9 “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

2.24. WHAT? (7)
2.25. “then an heir of God through Christ”
2.26. Eph.1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,”
2.26.1. This would include justification, complete forgiveness of sins, unlimited access to the Father, membership in Christ’s church, the indwelling Holy Spirit, & eternal life.


2.27. There was a European monarch who worried his court by often disappearing and walking incognito amongst his people. When he was asked not to do so for security's sake, he answered, "I cannot rule my people unless I know how they live."
Suggestions for this Christmas w/extended family or friends:
· Pray for the family meal.

· Read 1 of the Christmas stories (Mt.1,2; Lk.1,2)

· Or, have everyone read a verse of it{before praying for the meal}(3x5 cards done ahead of time)[maybe just 1 section if family is small]

· Have everyone say, “What Christmas means to them”(in a few sentences) 
· Favorite character of the Christmas story & why?(if they know it)
� LKGNT


� Lloyd Cory, ed., Quotable Quotations, p. 61.


� C. S. Lewis, quoted in Jesus Christ: The God-Man, by Bruce Demarest, p. 46.


� Alan Redpath; pg.10; Learning to Live.


� H.L. Willmington


� Chuck Swindoll; pg.80; Galations.





