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400 Not-So-SILENT YEARS!


    12-27-01

“Setting The Stage!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Though God did not speak through His prophets during these 400 years it should not be assumed that God was not at work, or was not working in human history.
1.1.1. He was working in individual lives, in groups, in countries, in systems, in languages, in rulers,…preparing the way for the coming of Messiah!

1.2. Gal.4:4 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,”

1.3. To best understand the time periods Jesus lived & the NT in general, I believe we need to know what was happening in the world & what was changing in the world.
1.4. Only the 1st eleven chapters of the OT are given to early history of the world.
1.4.1. The rest of the OT is given over to one main thing…the development of a Theocratic(God/ruled) people…Israel! 
1.4.2. There is a split in Gen.12 to now 2 groups of people…Israel or the Jewish world, & the non-Jewish or the pagan world.

2. 400 YEARS OF SILENCE? 
2.1. “Silent years” is somewhat of a misnomer.
2.1.1. The period was silent in terms of Revelation, but NOT silent in terms of Preparation!
2.1.2. “The events, literature, & social forces of these years would shape the world in the NT.”

2.1.3. “Gods voice was a rest, but His hands were busy building the stage upon which He would deliver His grandest, most eloquent, most moving speech - Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.”


2.1.4. In Genesis, God didn’t bring about Eve till all was ready,…so God prepares the world for His Deliverers entrance.

2.2. Scripture gives the timing of this period - Mt.1:17b “… from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.”

2.3. Scripture gives the longing of this period – Lk.2:25 “And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.”

2.4. Scripture gives the political change of this period – Daniel Ch. 2 & 7.
2.4.1. (2) The metals represent Future World Powers! - {Gold Babylon Empire; Silver/Medo-Persian Empire; Bronze/Grecian Empire; Iron Roman Empire; Iron & Clay/The revived Roman Empire.}
2.4.2. (7) The Beasts represent Future World Powers! {Lion Babylon Empire; Bear/Medo-Persian Empire; Lepord/Grecian Empire; a Beast Roman Empire; 10 horns of the last Beast/The revived Roman Empire.}

3. KINGDOMS!
3.1. When Malachi wrote, Israel belonged to the Persian Empire.
3.1.1. It did so for about another century.

3.2. Next Greece. Alexander the Great swept through the land even as far as Egypt.
3.2.1. He was able to build a new world by introducing the Greek language (koine/common) & culture. This was known as Hellenization. 
3.2.2. This became the language of the NT…Why?
3.2.2.1. “The gospel of “peace & good will toward men” was to use as its 1st medium of expression the most perfect instrument for the embodiment & conveyance of thought the world has ever known.”


3.3. During this time was the great insurgence of Greek thought, Greek philosophy.
3.3.1. Which also dealt the death blow to pagan religions & gradually empties the Olympic heavens of its divinities. 
3.3.2. The religious void thus created made the pagan mind conscience of its own impotence.
3.4. When Alexander died at age 33(323 bc) for the next 150 years his successors(his generals)played tug-of-war for control of the empire.
3.4.1. Unfortunately Israel was stuck in the middle.
3.4.2. Israel was between the anvil of Syria & the hammer of Egypt!
3.4.2.1. Israel was an important land bridge between the continents of Asia, Africa, & Europe. Control of Israel was a key to dominance in that region.
3.4.3. Show Map.
3.4.4. Cassander(Mac.& Greece); Lysimachus{lie’-sim-i-cus}(Thrace & Western Asia Minor); Seleucus{sî-l¡¹kes}(Syria & Asia Minor); Ptolemy{tol’-e-me}(Egypt).
3.4.4.1. See Dan.7:6
3.5. Later, a leader of Syria/Asia Minor by the name of Antiochus IV Epiphanes became very hostile against Israel. (175 – 163 bc)
3.5.1. See Daniel 8:9-12 ”a little horn” – Anitochus Epiphanes.
3.5.1.1. His name means “Illustrious One” (which explains the size of his ego)
3.5.1.2. The Jews called him “Epimandes” = “the Madman”
3.5.1.3. Antiochus on a raid to get Egypt is stopped as the Roman Senate stepped in & were forced back. On the return to Syria while passing through Israel he ordered his generals to destroy Jerusalem.

3.5.1.4. (9) He invaded Palestine(The Glorious Land). 
3.5.1.5. (11,12) He defiled the Jewish temple & put the Jews under bondage.
3.5.1.6. He is a picture of the world ruler to come, the Antichrist(23-25).
3.5.1.7. (13,14) Which did last for 3 years, from 167bc (when Antiochus defiled the Temple) to Dec.14th 164bc(The Maccabaen revolt).
3.5.1.8. Antiochus offers a sow upon the great altar & erected an altar to Zeus.
3.5.1.8.1. He sprinkled its blood in the Holy of Holies, & poured its broth over the sacred scrolls before cutting them to pieces & burning them.
3.5.1.9. The Syrian army went even farther erecting altars in different cities, having Jews sacrifice a pig & then command them to eat its flesh…until the ran into Mattathias.

3.5.1.10. In the city of Modin (17m. NW of Jer) they asked the gray haired Mattathias to, he refused, an apostate Jewish priest asked to do it. Matt grabbed the soldiers sword killed him & the apostate, his 4 boys jump in killing the rest & they & others flee to the Judean mountains.
3.5.1.11. This faithful band grew, engaging in guerilla warfare against the Syrian army outposts. Matt’s son Judah tool over the campaign, he became known as the “Maccabee”(hammer?)
3.5.1.12. Imagine their horror seeing the Temple for the 1st time in 3 years. defiled, desecrated, a huge statute to Zeus in the middle.
3.5.1.13. 3 years to the day when the Temple was defiled they were able to rededicate it. They found 1 small cruse of unpolluted oil(for the lampstand)in an unbroken seal of the high priest. It was only 1 day’s supply, but miraculously lasted for 8 days, hence the 8 day feast of lights or Hanukkah.
3.5.1.14. He soon after died…“A madman”…he died insane!
3.6. Next Rome Ascends!
3.6.1. Caesar defeats Pompey(48bc) rules till his death in 44bc.
3.6.2. His adopted son Octavian takes the throne.
3.6.2.1. He receives the title “Augustus Caesar” & is given the credit for founding the Roman Empire w/its Pax Romana(Roman Peace). 
3.6.2.2. For the next 2 centuries the civilized world will enjoy unprecedented peace, prosperity, & decent civil government under Roman rule. 
3.6.3. An incredible highway system & well arranged sea routes were established.
3.6.3.1. In the forum at Rome, Caesar Augustus had erected a golden milestone. From there went out 5 main highways. Milestones were placed all along them to inform travelers of their progress. They even had maps that indicated the distance from place to place!
3.6.3.2. He even established a postal system.

3.6.4. Q: How would these highways be significant to the NT church?
3.6.4.1. What if the Great Wall of China would have been built around Israel? Would that have hindered the spread of the gospel?
3.7. Alexander’s kingdom brought cultural & linguistic cohesiveness. Caesars kingdom brought about civil organization & peace. 
3.7.1. Yet it also brought conflict when Augustus established the idea that Caesar was god.

4. LITERATURE!
4.1. 1st we simply need to look to the cross “literally” to here the languages spoken in the day.
4.1.1. Jn.19:20 “Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.”
4.1.2. Latin - was the official language of the Roman courts & their army. Also it was used West of the Adriatic & in Africa.
4.1.3. Greek – The general language of the Roman provinces in the East.
4.1.3.1. Greek was basically understood almost throughout the whole empire.

4.2. Though no new prophecy during this time period, yet it was a time of much writing.
4.3. Three of the most significant were:
4.3.1. The Septuagint – The translation of the Hebrew into Greek.
4.3.2. Written about 250bc. - Also called the LXX(70) as tradition tell us that it was 70 believers down in Alexandria who wrote this.
4.3.2.1. Q: Why was this significant? – It made the scriptures available to Jews who no longer knew their ancestral language. As well to the entire Greek-Speaking world. {This became the bible of the early church}
4.3.2.2. Q: Was it a good translation? – Yes. Often quoted in the N.T.

4.3.3. The Apocrypha – A collection of “intertestimental” writings whose canonicity has been debated for years.
4.3.3.1. Note: there is NT Apocrypha which doesn’t have anything to do with this. It was around during the 1st few centuries of the church. (Bizarre & far-fetched stories about the life of Christ & others)
4.3.4. Q: Why do Protestants reject these as part of the Cannon of Scripture?
4.3.4.1. Jews never did. Was never in the Hebrew bible. Was never written in Hebrew. Never quoted anywhere in the NT. 

4.3.5. Q: Is there any value in reading these “intertestimental” writings?
4.3.5.1. Yes. 1st Maccabees for history. They shed much light into this dark age. 
4.3.5.2. And gives us the background of Rabbinic & early Christian thought!

4.3.6. The Dead Sea Scrolls – The most significant discovery of manuscripts in modern times.

4.3.6.1. Found in the spring of 1947 by a Arab shepherd.
4.3.6.2. A 3rd of the documents found were biblical, Psalms, Deuteronomy, & Isaiah…the most often quoted books of the NT!
4.3.6.3. One of the most remarkable finds was a “complete” 24-foot-long scroll of Isaiah (we’ve seen in the Jerusalem Museum!) {accuracy!}
4.4. Though we have no “new” Scripture during this time period, He still preserved & confirmed the Word He had already spoken!!!
5. JEWISH SOCIAL & RELIGIOUS LIFE!
5.1. During this time Synagogues & some Religious Sects come on the scene.

5.2. Synagogues – Maybe evolved during the time of the Babylonian captivity, when the Jews were cut off from their temple?
5.2.1. They focused in on the Law rather then on nationhood – On personal piety rather on sacramental righteousness – On prayer as an acceptable replacement for the sacrifices denied to them.
5.2.2. These were well established in Jesus day, having become the regular Jewish assembly for prayer & worship.
5.2.2.1. Its no surprise then that Jesus went to the synagogues as well as to the Temple to teach & heal.
5.3. Religious Sects – 3 primary groups. As we now have a splintered Jewish society, religious factions.
5.4. Essenes – They were “a small separatist group that grew out of the conflicts of the Maccabean age.” (O’Brien)
5.4.1. They stressed strict obedience to the Law, like the Pharisees, yet were repulsed by the corruption in the priesthood. So they largely rejected the Temple system. (Lived down in Qumran)
5.4.2. They are not mentioned in scripture yet they were the ones who preserved the Dead Sea Scrolls. (explain scribes caves)
5.5. Pharisees – The party of the synagogue.
5.5.1. Uncertain origin? Josephus tells us it was birthed out of the Maccabean revolt time period. (135bc)

5.5.2. They were the keepers, copiers, & interpreters of the law.

5.5.3. Unfortunately they “reinterpreted” the Law.
5.5.4. Here this! – “In their vigorous attempt to apply the Law to everyday life, the Pharisees constructed a maze of regulations that came to be known as the Oral Law.” (Swindoll)
5.5.4.1. We get the Mishna, Gemara(forming the Talmud), Midrashim, & the Kabbala. 
5.5.4.2. Ironically, their man-made traditions obscured the Scripture they so zealously guarded. {Q:What do we call this group today?…Legalist!}
5.6. Sadducees - The party of the Temple.
5.6.1. On the contrary, the Sadducees brought in Greek thinking & culture.

5.6.2. They were relatively small in size. Yet they wielded great political power & controlled the high priesthood.
5.6.3. They were closely associated with the Greek intellectual movement.
5.6.4. They adopted the Epicurean(Acts 17:18) belief that the soul dies w/the body. – They don’t believe in the Resurrection. 
5.6.5. They reject oral tradition & accept only the written law, but they filter the Law through their Hellenistic logic!
5.6.6. Isn’t it interesting then to read of the Pharisees & Sadducees together in 9 different verses in Mt. & Acts?
5.7. Thus we have Formalism, Skepticism, & Mysticism at their finest!
5.8. The stage was set, for the coming of a greater kingdom, the kingdom of God, in the person of Jesus Christ!
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