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Church History






   2-15-98

Introduction to Church History

The Church: Prenatal to Persecuted!
1. Intro:
1.1. Many Christians today suffer from “historical amnesia”. The time between the apostles & their own day is one giant blank.

1.1.1. God is interested in time. He gives constant reminders to look back & remember! “Tell your son…”; “Set up these stones…”; “keep a jar of manna as a reminder…”.

2. Importance of Studying Church History?
2.1. To understand & appreciate our family historical roots.

2.2. To learn from past mistakes of the church.

2.2.1. F.Scott Fitzgerald said, “Those who are ignorant of history are always ______(doomed) to repeat it!”
2.3. To learn the larger perspective of God’s dealing w/the entire church.

2.3.1. We often are narrow minded thinkers.
2.4. To learn to be more objective on how we view the church.

2.4.1. We are as a church today a direct result of what has occurred in the past.
2.4.2. Thus the church of the future is presently being determined by our attitudes & actions. (scary!)
2.4.3. Martyn Lloyd Jones, “I know of nothing next to the reading of the scriptures themselves that has been of greater value to me in my own personal life & ministry than constant reading of the history of the church. I thank God for it more than ever, for the way in which, by illustrating these things, it has saved me from pitfalls & has shown me the right way to assess these matters." 

3. Important Reminders!
3.1. Don’t be afraid of learning new terms! 

3.1.1. “Catholic” means ________(universal). “R.C.” means ?

3.1.2. “Diet of Worms”? 

3.2. There has always been a large representation of the “Christian Religion”, but in reality there is always a much smaller remnant of the “true church” at any given time. {Invisible/vs/Visible church}
3.3. A significant mark of the true church is often persecution. 

3.4. Though there is always apostasy within the church, there have always been times of genuine revival.

3.5. It is often declared that the supernatural ministry of the H.S. ceased w/the apostolic age, & church history is used to confirm this argument. 

3.5.1. There have always been a remnant who have believed in & experienced the supernatural manifestation of the H.S.
3.5.2. Yes, there have always been abuses of the gifts, but that doesn’t indicate that genuine gifts have been received. Paul corrected the abuses by “throwing out the baby w/the bath water.”
3.6. Although the Roman Catholic Church was dominant throughout the Medieval age, there were always those who held to the doctrines of grace prior to the Reformation.

3.6.1. Thus, the Reformation didn’t bring “new revelation” but brought back to the light “Biblical Truths!”





4. Sources of Church History!
4.1. WRITTEN SOURCES:

4.2. [1] Official Ecclesiastical Documents!

4.3. The records of decisions & acts from church Councils & Synods.

4.4. The Confessions of Faith; Worship; Liturgies; Church laws. 

4.5. The many official letters of ministers, bishops, popes, etc.

4.6. [2] Private Writings of Individuals!

4.7. Letters & writings of the early church fathers, church leaders, reformers, and revivalists.

4.8. Letters & writings of church scholars(name some?Augustine,Aquinas,Luther), church mystics(Eckhart,Thomas a Kempis,Fenelon/’let go’), missionaries.

4.9. Letters & writings of all Christians in general.

4.10. Letters & writings of the opponents to the faith, church heretics, even heathen authors.

4.10.1. Celsus the outspoken critic said of Christianity, “… their aim is to convince only worthless & contemptible people, idiots, slaves, poor women, & children…these are the only ones whom they manage to turn into believers!”

4.11. [3] Accounts of Chroniclers & Historians!

4.12. The accounts of any historian friend or foe!

4.12.1. Name some? {Josephus, Tacitus/secular Latin writer/most imp. single source for Roman history 55-117ad}
4.13. [4] Various Inscriptions!

4.14. There were many additional ways people have communicated:

4.14.1. Writings on tombs, in the catacombs, walkways, walls, buildings.
4.15. These writings often expressed the faith of a believer during a time of persecution.


4.16. UNWRITTEN SOURCES:

4.17. [1] Architecture of Buildings & Monuments!

4.18. These reveal much of the thinking & emphasis of any particular age. 

4.19. Great difference in the Cathedrals of Europe compared to the simple country building of New Hampshire.

4.20. Some churches had: 

4.20.1. a large solid screen(iconostasis)that separated the altar from the rest of the church. Some had Icons (pictorial representations of the saints). Gothic architecture. Hideous creatures on the outside of the buildings to keep evil spirits away!
4.21. Each reveals basic attitudes, beliefs, conditions of the church, etc. 

4.22. Even pulpit placement tells us a lot:

4.22.1. Center, side, elevated, or noticeably missing, indicates much about the preaching ministry of a particular church or time period. 

4.23. [2] Works of Art such as Sculpture & Paintings!
4.24. This reveals what they believed, how they viewed God & life.

4.25. Their theological views are portrayed:

4.25.1. Example – Michelangelo portrays an enemy descending into the flames of hell, while he himself is ascending into the glory of heaven.
4.26. [3] Religious customs, Rituals, & Ceremonies. 
4.27. How they Worshiped Preached, Shared the Gospel to the lost(or, didn’t)

4.28. The methods of baptism, how they buried there dead, performed weddings, served communion. 

4.29. These reveal what they believed & what they were currently thinking.


4.30. [4] Various Artifacts & Symbols!
4.31. Style of jewelry(cross, dove)

4.32. Style of dress (holiness Mennonite group vs. Calvary Chapel)

4.33. Design of pulpits, baptisteries, altars, communion utensils.

4.33.1. This is where archeology is so important to the study of church history.


5. The Major Divisions of Church History!
5.1. Divided many ways: (I chose 8 divisions) Divisions usually occurred when the conditions changed.

5.1.1. The Foundation of the Church 
1st cent.

5.1.2. The Apostolic Fathers

2,3

5.1.3. The Early Church Fathers
4,5

5.1.4. The Medieval Period

6-10

5.1.5. The Middle Ages

11-15

5.1.6. The Reformation

16,17

5.1.7. Revival



18,19

5.1.8. Modern Church


20


6. Setting the Stage!
6.1. Rome developed a tremendous network of roads. 

6.1.1. Q: How did this help the gospel? (spread of Evangelism)
6.2. There were 4 major languages spoken in Israel at the time of Christ.

6.2.1. Latin was used in the political circles. Greek was the mixed language used between Europeans & Orientals in the Middle East. Hebrew was used primarily in formal Temple worship. Aramaic was  the most widely spoken language among the common people. 

6.2.2. Q: Which one did Jesus speak? Why?
6.2.3. Q: How did the Greek language of the day help? (it was very analytical, very conducive to expressing Christian thought & theological concepts)
6.2.4. Q: How did this help the gospel? (able to reach “all” w/the gospel)
6.3. The Territory of Israel was considered to be a major thoroughfare by all the major nations. (the “Via Maris”)
6.3.1. Q: How was this a blessing? (spread of gospel)
6.3.2. Q: How was this a curse? (attacks)
6.4. Israel was awaiting their Messiah!

6.4.1. The Talmud read “All the prophets prophesied only of the days of the Messiah”, & “All the world was created for the Messiah.”
6.4.2. The problem – Q: What was the expectation of the Messiah when He comes? (not as sacrifice but as King & Deliverer)


7. The Main Event!
7.1. bc---------------Christ-----------------ad    (in history, in the universe)

         Jewish World


       Christian World
7.2. Gen1------Gen12 <



       > Christ <

      Non-Jewish World


       Non-Christian World

7.3. Gal.4:4 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,” 

7.4. The Main Event is told in the 4 gospels.


8. The Church Commissioned!
8.1. Mt.28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;”
8.2. Commissioned w/2 promises: 

8.2.1. Promise of Christ’s Presence – Mt.28:20 “and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.”
8.2.2. Promise of Power – Acts 1:8 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

9. The Church is Born!
9.1. The Apostolic Kick start – The Apostles lead the way.
9.2. The Book of Acts - is the “only” Divine record of early church history!

9.3. The Church Empowered – Pentecost, The H.S. sent.

9.4. The Immediate Impact – Thousands saved (3000, 5000)

9.5. The Church was Jewish – In the immediate vicinity of Jerusalem.

9.6. The Apostle Peter – Acts 1-7

9.7. The Church Scattered – Acts 8:1,4 ( To Judea & Samaria(Acts 8,9)

9.7.1. 1st cross-cultural advance ( Samaritan & Ethiopian saved.
9.8. The New Gentile Membership – Acts 10

9.9. The Church moves North – Antioch/Syria (launch pad)

9.10. The Church Invades the Gentile World – 

9.10.1. Overcoming all cultural barriers the church is ready to spread it’s wings.

9.10.2. “I will build my church & the gates of hell shall not prevail against it!”
9.10.3. Paul’s Epistle’s explain: the early church’s problems, persecution, harassment, social, racial, & cultural barriers to presenting the gospel message. 

9.10.4. Show pg. 33 Lars, The Great Christian Centers in the Apostolic Age.

10. The Apostles Martyred!
10.1. Jn.15:20 "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.”
10.2. Persecution came from: the Jews, the Saducees, the Pharisees, Herod Aggripa I, then Rome.

10.3. Rome saw Christians as Atheists. Why? 

10.3.1. No/Emperor worship
10.4. Other reasons for persecutions: 

10.4.1. {They spoke of another Kingdom! 
They wouldn’t join the Jewish nationalistic moves for independence. 
They couldn’t participate in much of the “public life”, ceremonies for Caesar, nor many sporting events, even the theatre. 
Also, they proclaims the equality of people.}

10.5. The Emperors of the 1st century:

10.6. Nero – (picture) Very cruel as he persecuted Christians. He 



executed Paul, & possibly Peter (says Tacitus/historian)

10.7. Vespasian – Destroyed Jerusalem. (Titus)

10.8. Domician – Pers. Christians, banished John. Short reign but 



extremely violent. 1000’s died in Rome & Italy. 

10.9. “10 out of 11 of the Apostles were Martyred.”

10.9.1. Show Overheads of Lithographs.
10.10. Recommend Books:
10.10.1. “Church History in Plain Language” Bruce Shelley

10.10.2. “Martyrs Mirrors” Thielman J.van Braght
10.10.3. Foxes, “Book of Martyrs”
� Church History in Plain Language pg.9





