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Symbols of the Holy Spirit!


      1-07-99

(Session #1)

1. Intro:
1.1. Sam & Zsuzsi share about Hungary (working w/Armondo in Estergom).
1.2. Symbol = Something taken to represent another thing; often a material object representing something immaterial.
1.2.1. Stars & stripes/USA; Maple Leaf/Canada; Star of David/Israel.
1.3. Why are symbols used in scripture?
1.3.1. Symbols are forceful. They communicate very quickly.
1.3.2. Examples of some symbols used in scripture? (Door, Bread, wine)
1.4. How do we know how to interpret these symbols?
1.4.1. God is His own interpreter.
1.5. What would 2 extremes be of dealing w/symbols?
1.5.1. Ignoring them (   ( reading too much into them.
1.6. Why are symbols used to describe the Holy Spirit?
1.6.1. The H.S. is sometimes difficult to relate to (at least in comparison to the Father & Son)
1.6.2. The Father you could relate to as _______(Father); Jesus you can relate to as a _______(Human). The Spirit as? (Casper the friendly ghost???)
1.6.3. Q: Does it seem like you have a different relationship to the Father, Son, & H.S.?

1.7. Why study the symbols of the Holy Spirit?
1.7.1. To identify the Person & Work of the H.S.
1.7.2. Side note: Why is He sometimes called H.S. & others H.G.?
1.7.2.1. KJV translation was done by diff. committees. 1 trans. “agios pneuma” as H.S. another group as H.G. – the translators left in both. No difference – Modern translations cleaned up to be all H.S. 
1.7.3. Other names: Sp. of God; Sp. of Christ; Sp. of Jesus; Sp. of truth; another Comforter; Helper.

1.8. What are symbols used to describe the Holy Spirit?
1.8.1. Fire; Dove; Wind: Water; Clothing; Oil; “Seal/guarantee/earnest”. 

2. FIRE (Symbolizes Power & Purification)
2.1. Acts 2:3,4 – “Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit…”
2.1.1. Power!

2.2. Mt.3:11,12 - "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. "His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."
2.2.1. Purification! 

2.3. Fire speaks of the Power & Purification of the believer.
2.3.1. There once was a blacksmith who had two pieces of iron which he wished to weld into one. He took them just as they were, all cold and hard, and put them on the anvil, and began to hammer with all this might, but they were still two pieces, and they would not unite. At last he remembered what he should never have forgotten. He thrust both of them into the fire, took them out red-hot, laid one on the other, and by one or two blows of the hammer they soon became one.(Spurgeon)

2.4. It speaks of Gods presence(burning bush Ex.3:2); of Gods approval (receiving a sacrifice Lev.9:24); of God’s protection (Pillar of fire Ex.13:21); of purifying (live hot coal touched to tongue Is.6); Judgment (For our God is a consuming fire. Heb.12:29)
2.5. So Fire speaks of the power & purification of the believer, & points us to the H.S.’s Holiness.
2.6. Application: 
2.6.1. Do you ever sense the displeasure of the H.S. at something you’re doing? 

2.6.2. Is there anything right now that is grieving to the H.S.? 

2.6.3. What do you plan on doing with it?

3. DOVE (Symbolizes Purity & Peacefulness)
3.1. Purity – He is the HOLY Spirit!
3.2. Peacefulness – All 4 gospels tell of Jesus’ Bap. Account w/the dove descending.
3.2.1. Dove(s) is used 29 times in the bible. 
3.2.1.1. We usually think of: gentle, beautiful, peaceful, tranquil, opp. of violence or attack. 
3.2.1.2. Imagine, “And it descended upon him like a Pit Bull, or leaped upon Him like a piranha???
3.2.2. It’s used as a sacrificial animal.  When it is caged it is very docile.
3.2.3. We are to be harmless(unmixed or innocent) as doves! (Mt.10:16).
3.3. Application:
3.3.1. How does this teaching apply to your day to day view of the Spirit?


4. WIND (Symbolizes: Invisible, Sovereign & Powerful work of the H.S.)
4.1. The word spirit can be translated “wind” or “breath”.
4.2. Jn.3:8 "The wind blows where it wishes(sov.), and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes(Invisible). So is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

4.3. Acts 2:2 “And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty(power) wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.”

4.4. Application:
4.4.1. Can you trust in what you do not see?
4.4.1.1. Name one area where you are struggling in trusting what you can’t see God working in?
4.4.2. Can you trust in His Sovereignty?
4.4.2.1. Do you have a control problem? 
4.4.3. Where are your Wind chimes? – The wind is blowing outside but where are your chimes? If indoors “safe” from the elements of this world you’ll never hear its music! Stored in the garage to be used “one day”? (share auto one we have!) 

5. WATER (Symbolizes Eternal life He gives to all who believe)

5.1. John 7:37-39 “On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water." But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

5.1.1. This was said at the feast of Tab. where each morning the crowds would follow the priests down the Kidron Valley to the pool of Siloam. - The priest would then dip his pitcher in the water & say, “Therefore with joy you will draw water From the wells of salvation(Is.12:3)”

5.2. Application:
5.2.1. How refreshing is your stream?
5.2.2. Is it His living water flowing out of your life, or are you a stagnant pond of old memories with Him? (return to your 1st love)

6. CLOTHING (Divine Clothing)
6.1. Lk.24:49 "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high."
6.1.1. Endued = to put on, array, clothe, to sink into a garment.
6.1.1.1.  To put on the Holy Spirits clothes of Power!
6.2. Application:
6.2.1. What can’t God do with you? You are clothed in His power!…What more do you want?
6.2.2. How dare we say, “I can’t do it God!” 
6.2.2.1. Jesus said(Mt.17:20) “assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”
6.2.2.2. The teenage saint Mary said, "For with God nothing will be impossible."

7. OIL (Gods Approval & Choice)
7.1. Used to anoint Prophets, Priests, & Kings for ministry to their offices.
7.2. Acts 10:38 “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”

7.3. Is.61:1 “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor;…”

7.4. Application:
7.4.1. How does the truth that we as believers, carry with us, Gods approval & knowing that we were His choice?
7.4.1.1. 2 Cor.1:21 “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God,” (we also are anointed, meaning approved & stamped w/His choice – stamped “choice meat”!)

8. SEAL, GUARANTEE, EARNEST (Signed, Sealed & Delivered!)
8.1. A Seal = Ownership, a finished transaction, identification, security, genuineness, value, authority.
8.1.1. Explain wax seal. Ring, signet. [used by Darius to place Daniel in lions den/seal on stone put in front of the Den; used by Ahasueras{upon the advice of wicked Haman}to exterminate the Jews; used by Pilate to seal the tomb of Jesus]
8.2. A Guarantee, or Earnest = Is a pledge of more to come! 
8.2.1. The spirit pledges that our salvation will be completed when we are glorified w/Christ.
8.2.2. Eph.1:14 “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.”

8.2.3. Modern Greek uses the same word translated guarantee for an engagement ring!
8.3. Application:
8.3.1. How much confidence do you feel being betrothed to Jesus, with the Holy Spirit as His engagement ring to you?

8.3.2. Is the presence of the Spirit in someone’s ministry a guarantee that the H.S. is pleased w/all of that persons life?

9. Communion!
