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The Filling of the Holy Spirit!


      2-04-99

(Session #3)


“Under the Influence!”
1. Intro:
1.1. Last week we talked about being “Baptized w/the H.S.”
1.1.1. Which we saw had not taken place until Pentecost.
1.1.2. Which is a one time event in a believers life.
1.1.3. Was for the all believers just for the asking.
1.1.4. Water analogy: – “Pitcher next to the glass[with]; poured into the glass[in]; over flowing the glass(upon); pour again & again[filling]”

1.2. Tonight we are learning about fresh fillings that are continuous! 
1.2.1. New emergencies of service will arise & so new fillings of the Spirit are needed.
1.2.2. Often those failing to realize this lead to sad & serious results in a persons service.
1.2.3. They try to live their Christian life on past experiences.
1.2.4. We’ve all met someone we saw God use mightily, & yet isn’t being used today…(maybe that’s you?)
1.2.5. For each new service for the lord; each new day; each new emergency, seek a new filling w/the H.S.!
1.2.6. Charles Ryrie puts the Filling of the H.S. as the #1 doctrine of the H.S.
1.2.6.1. Maybe because, “If you have the Spirit without the Word, you blow up. - If you have the Word without the Spirit, you dry up. - If you have both the Word and the Spirit, you grow up.”

1.3. The phrase “filled w/the H.S.” is peculiar to Luke’s writings: (4 times in Luke & 5 times in Acts)
1.3.1. In Luke’s Gospel – It was in regards to John the Bap(in womb); his mother(Eliz.); his father(Zacharias; & also to Jesus(led into the wilderness)
1.3.2. In Acts - It was in regards to the 120(2:4); to Peter(4:8); Peter, John, & companions(4:31); to Saul(9:17); to Paul(13:9).

2. DEFINITION OF FILLING!
2.1. Defining being Filled w/the Spirit – (Eph.5:18) “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,”
2.2. Contrast/Comparison – is in the matter of control!
2.3. Controlled by wine, or being controlled by the Spirit.
2.3.1. We call it “being under the influence”!
2.3.2. A drunk person is controlled by the alcohol & it makes him think & act in ways that are unnatural to him.
2.3.3. A Spirit Filled Believer is controlled by the Spirit & it makes him think & act in ways that are unnatural to him also.
2.3.3.1. “Not to imply his ways are erratic or abnormal, but they are not ways that belong to his old life.”

2.3.4. Some have defined drunkenness as “the inability to preserve one’s self-control & forcing one to commit many distasteful acts.”
 
2.3.4.1. For the believer 1 of the fruit of the Spirit is “Self-Control”. 
2.3.4.2. One gives self-control, the other takes it away!
2.3.5. Historical background of this statement by Paul – “The religious aspects of drunkenness were seen in the Bacchus Festivals in the worship of Dionysus.”
2.3.5.1. The worshipers felt that they were united, indwelled, & controlled by Dionysus who gave them special powers & abilities. 
2.3.5.2. Now we better understand the contrast/comparison in which this was drawn from!
2.3.6. Interesting at Pentecost the same comparison was made. Acts 2:13,15 "They are full of new wine."…"For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.

3. 4 FACTORS REGARDING FILLING!
3.1. It is a Command – We are commanded(not a suggestion) to be filled w/the H.S.
3.1.1. It never tells us to be indwelt or sealed w/the Spirit. 

3.2. It is Conditional –  Whereas there are no conditions related to the indwelling, baptism, & sealing of the Spirit, the filling of the Spirit is conditional. 
3.2.1. Obedience to other commands of Scripture is necessary in order to be filled with the Spirit.
3.2.2. Can’t Grieve the H.S. – (Eph. 4:30). The context of Ephesians 4:30 relates to exhortations concerning sin. 
3.2.2.1. Believers are warned not to lie (4:25), not to prolong anger (4:26), and not to be bitter or unforgiving (4:31-32). 
3.2.2.2. Sin grieves the Holy Spirit and sin will prevent the believer from being filled with the Spirit.

3.2.3. Can’t Quench the H.S. – (1 Thess. 5:19). The context of this passage relates to ministry. 
3.2.3.1. The believer is exhorted to pray without ceasing (5:17), be thankful (5:18), and not despise prophetic utterances (5:20). 
3.2.3.2. When believers pour cold water on the fire of ministry they quench the Spirit.

3.2.4. We must Walk in the Spirit – (Gal. 5:16). Walk means to conduct one’s life. 
3.2.4.1. Rather than living in the sphere or under the domination of the old nature, believers are exhorted to conduct their lives in the sphere of the Holy Spirit.

3.3. It is Continual/Repeated – Ephesians 5:18 is a present imperative, commanding to be “continually being filled.” 
3.3.1. This indicates it is not a one-time experience but rather a repeated event.
3.4. It is Corporate –All believers are to be filled w/the H.S.!

4. 3 REASONS THAT FILLING IS ESSENTIAL!
4.1. [1] Essential for the Believers Maturity – 1 Cor.3:1-3
4.1.1. Paul says they were “Carnal” or “controlled by the flesh”.
4.1.2. The Solution to carnality? – be controlled or filled by the Spirit.
4.1.3. Context - He just explained what walking in the Spirit was all about (1 Cor.2:10-16).
4.1.4. The human spirit fails unless the Holy Spirit fills.
4.2. [2] Essential for the Believers Service – Examples from “Acts” of the relationship between Filling & Service!
4.2.1. Acts 2:4 “…they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
4.2.2. Acts 4:31 – “…they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.” – Boldness!
4.2.3. Acts 9:17 – "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; - Healing!
4.2.4. Acts 9:20 – Immediately(after Sauls conversion) he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. – Boldness!

4.2.5. The Holy Spirit  is our Reservoir of Resource!

4.3. [3] Essential for the Believers Power – The Filling of the H.S. gives the believer Power to live the Christian life.
4.3.1. A woodpecker tapped with his beak against the stem of a tree just as lightning struck the tree and destroyed it.  He flew away and said, "I didn't know there was so much power in my beak!" – {Know where your strength comes from.}



5. HOW DO WE KNOW IF WE ARE FILLED W/THE SPIRIT?
5.1. Well, how do you know if you are filled w/Carnality?
5.1.1. It is evident – Gal.5:19-21 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
5.1.1.1. You cannot be both spiritual & carnal at the same time!
5.1.1.2. If I’m speak in tongues at a stop light & covet a car going by, am I spiritual or carnal?
5.1.1.3. If I’m at a prayer meeting & letting my mind wander on to ungodly thoughts, am I spiritual or carnal at that moment? 

5.2. “The filling of the Spirit makes our spiritual gifts effective, but having certain gifts of the spirit is no guarantee that you are filled w/the Spirit.”

5.2.1. “The filling of the H.S. deals w/the kind of life you live on a day-to-day basis.”
5.2.2. “Being filled w/the H.S. means that you reflect the life of J.C. in all you say & do.”

5.2.3. Carnality is involved w/works, Spirituality w/faith.
Carnality comes from the flesh, Spirituality from the H.S. Carnality leads to bondage, Spirituality to freedom.
Carnality is immaturity, Spirituality is maturity.
Carnality is a life of sin, Spirituality is a life of righteousness.


5.3. It is so easy to slip back into carnality.
5.3.1. We must be so sensitive to the sin issue & desire to confess it immediately.
5.4. Being Filled then would be a believer who is: easy to live with, one whose speech is different, & one who is characterized by the following 9 qualities!
5.4.1.  Gal.5:22,23 – The Fruit of the Spirit.
5.4.1.1. They can be broken down this way (into 3 categories)
5.4.2. [1] How to deal w/changing circumstances, esp. when things do not turn out the way we planned!
5.4.2.1. Joy, Peace, Faithfulness
5.4.3. [2] How to control our attitudes & desires toward other people in terms of what they say & do.
5.4.3.1. Longsuffering, Gentleness, & Self-Control
5.4.4. [3] How to help & encourage others w/o thinking of yourself.
5.4.4.1. Love, Kindness, Goodness.
6. Communion:
6.1. Meditation – You’ll never find a verse that says to “pray for it”!
6.1.1. Instead it points to a yielding to the H.S.; Obedience to the H.S.; it is a Dedication to the H.S.; It is a life Directed by the H.S.!

(Spurg) Frequently at the great Roman games the emperors, in order to gratify the citizens of Rome, would cause sweet perfumes to be rained down upon them through the awning which covered the amphitheater. Behold the vases, the huge vessels of perfume! There is nothing here to delight you so long as the jars are sealed, but let the vases be poured and let the drops of perfumed rain begin to descend, and everyone is refreshed and gratified thereby. Such is the filling of God. There is a richness and a fullness in it, but it is not perceived till the Spirit of God pours it out like the rain of fragrance over the heads and hearts of all the living children of God. 
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