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God Given Gifts!


      


2-11-99

(Session #4)

1. Intro:
1.1. I started out “Are the Gifts for Today?” as my title but needed to expand on this.
1.1.1. I came up w/the title, “God Given Gifts Give God Glory & Get God’s Goals Going”, but I thought that might be too long for the tape label. So, I’ve entitled this “God Given Gifts!”
1.2. By the title I’m not looking at: “natural talents” or “learned skills” but Gifts that God Gives (ie. Supernatural gifts)!
1.2.1. Sometimes it is hard to distinguish between them! (i.e. A naturally gifted teacher; A teacher who has been well trained; & one who has been given the spiritual gift of teaching)
1.2.2. See chart (Ryrie pg.125)
1.3. Just because gifts are abused does it make them wrong?
1.3.1. Misuse comes from the flesh, not the Spirit!
1.3.2. As we see in the letter to the Corinthians, Gifts can be used incorrectly, they can be abused. It doesn’t make them wrong, nor can we categorize them “not for today” because of that!
1.3.2.1. If the teaching on the fruit of the Spirit is displayed incorrectly(wrong motives), do we throw out the doctrine of the fruit of the Spirit?
1.4. 2 Extremes: Not for today! ( ( Anything Goes!
1.4.1. I don’t think that the gifts should be a dividing line for fellowship or not. 
1.4.1.1. I spoke at a very conservative Baptist church in Bacolod, then the next day spoke in a Pentecostal church that shared a room with a bar.
1.4.1.2. I simply think that many are missing out of added help in their Christian Service, & in Equipping & Edifying the body of Christ.
1.4.1.3. (Chuck S.) “No H.S./dry up; Too much H.S./blow up; Rt. Balance/Grow up!”
1.4.2. These should be Tools to build with, not Weapons to slay with!

2. PETER DEFINES THE GIFTS FOR US! (1 Pet.4:10,11)
2.1. To Whom(all believers) – “each one”. 
2.2. Their Purpose(for the church) – “minister it to one another”.
2.2.1. This provides us w/a spiritual capability far mightier than the finest natural abilities could ever supply. 
2.3. Their Source(Supernatural)– “w/the ability which God supplies”.
2.4. The Result(Gods Glory) – “in all things God may be glorified”.
2.4.1. See 1 Cor.14:25. The response of the unbelieving skeptic who finally senses Gods presence. 
2.4.2. This happens every Sunday folks when unbelievers here a “word of wisdom or knowledge” of a situation they find themselves in, & are humbled by that {“How did he know? Did you tell him my situation?”}
2.5. The Categories(Speaking & Serving) – “If anyone speaks...If anyone ministers”.

3. PAUL EXPANDS ON THE GIFTS! (1 Cor.12)
3.1. Vs.1 – Don’t be an ignoramus! [uninstructed, uninformed, or unlearned]
3.1.1. Best definition: “A God-Given ability for service.” (Charles Ryrie)
3.1.1.1. God-Given = Jesus & the Spirit give the gifts.

3.1.1.2. Ability = a synonym for the concept of a sp. Gift.

3.1.1.3. For service = Shows they are to be used in serving the body of Christ.
3.1.1.4. Gifts are our Divine Equipment!
3.2. Vs.4-6 – Diversities & Differences! (God loves Variety!)
3.2.1. There are a variety of Gifts, Ministries, & Activities!
3.2.2. Activities = workings(NIV); results(ISV).
3.2.2.1. Don’t try to pigeon hole God on how He works.
3.2.2.2. Allow other Christians & Churches to manifest the gifts a little differently than you!
3.2.3. Ministries = Eph.4:11,12 “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,”
3.2.4. Gifts = (next section)
3.3. Vs.7,11 –  “each one!” “each one as He wills”!
3.3.1. “The Holy Spirit for His own wise reason imparts to every person a special gift for the special service to which he is called.” (Donald gee)
3.3.2. Prayer: “Forgive me Lord for comparing what I hear you’re doing in someone else’s life, to what you’re doing in mine! - Show me what you are calling me to do, & empower me accordingly.”
3.4. Vs.8-11 – List of gifts(next section).
3.5. Vs.12-27 – These verses open up the phrase in (11)“each one”. For the Lord’s plan for ministry in His church include a share for every believer. All may have a part!
3.5.1. These verses are anti “one-man ministry” as is so prominent today!
3.5.2. “How beautiful that through a sp. gift the humblest believer can contribute something to the whole body of Christ, & that, the whole body suffers loss if that apparently insignificant ministry is withheld!” (Donald Gee)

3.5.3. No single believer has all the gifts. So, we need the ministry each can give to the others.
3.5.4. The Lord knows what each believer, each congregation, each generation needs as far as gifts go!
3.6. Vs.31 – Should we desire gifts & if so which one(s)?
3.6.1. Best Gifts?…Would that be tongues? (no)
3.6.2. Best gifts would be dependent upon the ministry that is needed at that time. 
3.6.2.1. Electrician analogy: What is my best tool to do electrical with? Depends what job is to be done! {screwdriver, Klines/side cutters, crimps, wire strippers, hammer}


4. HOW MANY GIFTS ARE THERE? 
4.1. How many are there? 
4.1.1. Some say the Lists in the bible are not complete but are only a sampling.

4.1.2. Others say the Lists in the bible are complete.
4.1.3. I wouldn’t be dogmatic either way – What we do know is there are at least these…so let’s look at them!
4.1.3.1. By the way there is no Gift of: grumbling, nor DIScouragment.
4.2. Show Chart! “Lists of Sp. Gifts” (Swindoll pg.5&12, He Gave Gifts)
4.2.1. Some see the list in Eph.4 as gifted people verses gifts given to people!

4.2.1.1. I believe these are “difference of ministries” not gifts per se! 

4.2.2. There might be another list Jesus gave in Mark16:17,18 "And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons(possible miracles); they will speak with new tongues(tongues); "they will take up serpents(miracles); and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them (miracles); they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover(healing)."

4.2.3. Rom.12:3-8 list adds how these 7 gifts are to be used(“giving/with liberality; leading with diligence”)

4.2.4. I’m told the list in 1 Cor.12:8-10 is grammatically constructed into 3 categories of these 9 gifts.
4.2.4.1. {Wisdom & Knowledge} 
{faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discerning of sp.’s} 
{Tongues & Interpretation of Tongues}
4.2.4.2. Note: 1 Cor.13:8 picks 1 form each category. (see verse)

4.2.5. We also see in 1 Cor.7:7 that there are 2 others. The gift of singleness & the gift of marriage(read context)!

4.2.6. Some see hospitality in 1 Pet.4:9 tied into vs.10 (?)
4.2.7. For the next 3 weeks we will take the list in 1 Cor.12:8-10 & look at them closely.


5. ARE THEY FOR TODAY?

5.1. Yea, got a problem? - Let’s look at Why not?
5.2. Some say, they stopped at the end of the Apostolic Age!
5.2.1. Acts 2:17 says, “And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams…”
5.2.1.1. They aren’t supposed to end till the end of the last days. (we know this event started at Pentecost)

5.3. Sign Gifts were only to confirm the word before the NT. Was completed! 
5.3.1. Mark 16:20 “And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.

5.3.2. [1] The “confirmation of the word” was ONE of the purposes of the sign gifts, but not the ONLY purpose!
5.3.2.1. We are also told the gifts were for “Body Building”(7 x’s in 1 Cor.14).
5.3.2.2. 1 Cor.14:12 “Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.”
5.3.3. [2] We also know that “healing” was to be an ongoing ministry in the church! (James 5:14,15 “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up.”)

5.3.4. [3] Also, the bible doesn’t classify “sign gifts” separately from the “other gifts”.
5.3.4.1. There is no distinction between temporary gifts & those that last during the entire church age.
5.4. Doesn’t it say that once the N.T. was complete tongues would cease?
5.4.1. 1 Cor.13:8-10 “Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.”

5.4.1.1. The problem is in the difficult phrase, “that which is perfect has come”.
5.4.1.2. Some say this refers to the completion(perfect=complete) of the N.T.
5.4.1.3. Some say that is referring to Jesus. (Yet some problems w/the word being gender neutral) 
5.4.1.4. Others, & myself, see it referring to the “perfect age” – when Christ comes, they will cease of themselves! (Don Stewart)
5.4.1.5. Context is showing “not the temporary nature of the gifts”, but that “there will be no need for them when Christ comes”! (see vs.12 for the clencher!)
5.4.1.6. The Bible doesn’t teach gifts were added as a temporary filling of a gap till the N.T. was compiled.
5.4.1.7. The bible doesn’t say they ceased or were limited to the 1st century generation of believers.

5.5. Isn’t this whole “gifts” thing peculiar to the 20th century? What about Church History?
5.5.1. Should we expect the H.S. to work in the ones that deny some of the fundamentals of the Christian faith?
5.5.2. One may have had absolute unbelief where sp. gifts are concerned. 
5.5.2.1. They neither want them, expect them, nor believe they can have them. ("According to your faith let it be to you." Mark 9:29). 

5.5.3. Some church leaders assented the gifts were no longer practiced in their time. Others said they were. Still others changed their mind(Augustine)
5.5.3.1. Quote: Iranaeus; Novation; St. Augustine; & John Wesley.


6. HOW DO I IDENTIFY MY GIFT(S)?
6.1. [1]Find out what gifts are available! (we will be looking at 9)
6.2. [2] Be available to receive the gift! (you can’t give a gift to someone who won’t receive it)
6.3. [3] Pray for God’s gift He’s designed for you! (He has your name on it already)
6.4. [4] Step out in Faith (my 1st time speaking in tongues)

6.5. Don’t wait around to “feel” gifted, earnestly desire the “best gifts”!

7. 2 LAST EXHORTATIONS TO THOSE WITH GIFTS PRESENTLY!

7.1. 1 Tim.4:13 “Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership.”

7.2. 2 Tim.1:6 “Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”
� David Hocking


� Don Stewart; The H.S.


� Don Stewart; The H.S. pg.175,176.





