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Word of Wisdom & Knowledge!


2-18-99

(Session #5)

1. Intro:
1.1. So far what do we know about gifts?
1.1.1. Given by?(H.S.); To whom?(every believer who will receive it); Purpose? (edify body)
1.2. The next 3 weeks we are looking at the list in 1 Cor.12:8-10. 
1.2.1. Broken up into 3 categories grammatically (2+5+2) – 1st 2 tonight.
1.2.2. Word of Wisdom & Knowledge are only in this list.
1.2.3. Both words are not technical words, but are very common words, so the context must be solicited.
1.2.3.1. For instance: Wisdom is used 24 times in 1 Cor. in the 1st 3 chapters, & every time the context distinguishes if it’s mans or Gods wisdom.
1.3. Solomon said that his father (David) taught him, “Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding.” (Prov.4:1-7)
1.3.1. I’m sure speaking of natural wisdom, but how much more important would it be to seek supernatural wisdom? 
1.4. James tells us “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 
1.4.1. Mans wisdom seems to always fall short!
1.4.2. Read #12 – Illus. Unlimited
1.5. The supernatural gift of “the word of wisdom” & “the word of knowledge” is not “street smarts”, nor natural discernment!


2. WORD OF WISDOM! (1 Cor.12:8A)
2.1. Intro: 
2.1.1. Col.2:3(Christ)“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
2.2. Definition: 
2.2.1. Wisdom = “Knowledge rightly applied”.
2.2.1.1. The ability to apply Gods truth to a difficult situation.
2.3. How it works & doesn’t work:
2.3.1. The gift refers to “the word” of wisdom, implying a “spoken utterance” through a direct operation of the H.S. at a given moment.
2.3.2. It is not an “abiding deposit” of supernatural wisdom. 
2.3.2.1. We do not become a “reservoir” of this kind of wisdom – instead the H.S. comes upon us in time of need w/it.
2.3.2.2. Elisha had the word of Wisdom manifested in his life(will read about later) yet when he saw the woman from Shunem coming(son died) he said to Gehazi the Lord hadn’t shown him why she was coming(2 Kings 4:27).
2.3.2.3. Maybe we can emphasize the word hidden in Col.2:3 (Christ)“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
2.3.2.3.1. Hidden, to be revealed, when & to whom He wishes!
2.4. Difference between these 2 gifts: 

2.4.1. Knowledge tells me there is gas at a gas station. – Wisdom tells me to fill up before a trip!

2.4.2. Knowledge tells me the cute black animal w/a stripe down its back is not a cat! – Wisdom tells me stay away from him!
2.4.3. Wisdom is greater, because knowledge isn’t active & directive in itself!
2.5. Q: Think of any biblical examples of someone using the Word of Wisdom in scripture?
2.6. 3 situations God may give the Word of Wisdom
2.7. [1] In Answering Persecutors:
2.7.1. Mt.10:18-20 "You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. "But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak; "for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.
2.7.1.1. This took place w/Stephen in Acts 6:9,10.
2.7.2. Paul throws a Rattle snake in the middle of the Pharisees & scribes, when standing before Ananias the High Priest. He said, “"Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being judged!"

2.8. [2] In Defending the Faith:
2.8.1. Jesus w/the Sadducees – {7 bro’s consecutively married the same lady, who’s will she be in the res.?}
2.8.1.1. Mt.22:29,30 “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. "For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven.”

2.8.2. Today this helps in defending the faith both in Apologetics & Polemics! 
2.9. [3] In Problem Solving or Question Answering:
2.9.1. Jesus was asked by the Pharisees & Herodians "Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?"
2.9.1.1. Render to Caesar what’s his & to God what’s His!

2.9.2. Jesus asked the chief priests & elders, "The baptism of John; where was it from? From heaven or from men?" And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' He will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' "But if we say, 'From men,' we fear the multitude, for all count John as a prophet."(Mt.21:25,26)
2.9.2.1. Sometimes the wisdom is in NOT answering!

2.9.2.1.1. they answered Jesus and said, "We do not know." And He said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”

2.9.2.2. Prov.26:4,5 “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, Lest you also be like him. Answer a fool according to his folly, Lest he be wise in his own eyes.

2.9.3. In Acts 6 the twelve talk to the multitude of the disciples regarding the serving of tables problem:
2.9.3.1. "It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. "Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; "but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word."

2.9.4. Sometimes I’ll start to answer a question before knowing how fully to answer it, hoping God gives me the words to say(others time I’ll stop & say I don’t know)
2.9.5. This gift is very useful in counseling also! 


2.10. This supernatural gift works through believers very naturally!
2.10.1. No 220v. of electricity when it happens!
2.10.2. I believe when the gift of teaching is taking place, prophecy (we’ll define next week) word of wisdom/knowledge is being exercised!
2.11. Questions:
2.11.1. Have you ever exercised this gift? What was the response?
2.11.2. How would this gift benefit the body of Christ? 
2.11.3. How could it be dangerous?

3. WORD OF KNOWLEDGE! (1 Cor.12:8B)
3.1. Intro: We’ve all had words of wisdom passed on to us!
3.1.1. “Don’t go swimming until 15 minutes after you’ve eaten!”; “Never insult an alligator until you’ve crossed the river!”; “Never wrestle w/a pig, you’ll both get dirty & the pig likes it!”
3.1.2. Like the word of wisdom, The word of knowledge isn’t just good helpful knowledge about life, it’s specifically Gods knowledge imparted unto us at a precise moment!
3.2. Definition: 
3.2.1. “It is the ability to understand Gods truth in a definite situation.”
3.2.2. “It is the ability to know facts about a situation or a spiritual principle that could not have been known by natural means.”
3.3. Biblical Examples:
3.3.1. Q: Think of any examples in scripture?
3.3.2. Old test. – Read 2 Kings 6:8-12 (Elisha & Ben Hadad)
3.3.3. Jesus asks the disciples “who do you say I am” – (Mt.16:13-17) 
3.3.3.1. Answer - "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
3.3.3.2. Who revealed this to him? – “…flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”
3.3.3.3. Did Peter know this was happening? – Obviously not, Jesus had to tell him!

3.3.4. Jesus & woman at well – “go call your husband” – don’t have one – rt. Answer! – “5 down this one’s Just shacked up w/ya”! 

3.3.5. Peter & Ananias & Sapphira – Knew what they did!

3.4. Today’s Examples:
3.4.1. Prayer - When the Lord empresses you to pray for someone because they are going through a difficult time…& you find out they were, right at that time.
3.4.2. Story - Lady I busted in Adultery. (out of the blue)
3.4.3. Teaching on Sunday mornings: People invite guests, God speaks through me & nails their sin. They think their friends rated on them to the pastor!
3.5. Q: What’s the difference in someone who goes to a Spiritist or fortuneteller, who gives specific details of their lives that they could not have known?
3.5.1. A: The Source!
3.6. Questions:
3.6.1. Have you ever exercised this gift? What was the response?
3.6.2. How would this gift benefit the body of Christ? 
3.6.3. How could it be dangerous? {the bogus gift}
3.6.3.1. Broad generalization: “there is someone w/a sore back”(who’s isn’t){yes this can be, but I mean, the “wait a minute it’s coming to me guys!”} – “I believe someone is feeling down tonight”, wait!…oh, yes Lord, “& in despair”.
4. End: 
4.1. Discovery Channel: I love to teach my kids new things, or explaining how things work(guy thing).
4.1.1. So, God loves to impart knowledge & wisdom to His kids, from His unending storehouse of knowledge & wisdom!
4.1.2. Ask for tonight!
