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Faith, Healings, & Miracles,



2-25-99

(Session #6)
1. Intro:
1.1. Apology from last week on “Word of wisdom & knowledge”. (I listened to the tape) 
1.1.1. [1] I a few times flip-flopped the 2. {Elijah, seeing the woman coming}
1.1.2. [2] Because I’ve experienced it take place more naturally (not know that it is nec. happening rt. then); others have experienced it more dramatically(they do know when it is happening). – both are rt.
1.1.3. [3] I warned of the general “someone’s back is hurting”; but God can speak generally that way. {I meant to flag the phonies }

1.2. Charismata(tic) – Plural of the Greek word charisma. Almost exclusively used by Paul (1 x by Peter). 
1.2.1. It means - a free, graciously granted gift.
1.2.2. “It refers to gracious gifts derived from the H.S.; manifested by Christians; according to His will; in proportion to faith; for the profit of the whole fellowship; & for the work of the ministry. Their purpose is edification not revelation.”


1.3. Swindoll gives great advice about gifts:
1.3.1. “Your gift is a privilege; so accept it, but don’t flaunt it!” 
1.3.2. “Your gift is a responsibility; so use it, don’t abuse it!”


2. FAITH!
2.1. “to another faith by the same Spirit,”
2.2. In one sense, every Christian has faith in Christ for salvation(Eph. 2:8 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,”); but here Paul is referring to a faith of a different kind.
2.3. Definition – “The ability to discern God’s will, pursue it with extraordinary confidence, & then lay hold of God’s promises w/remarkable results.”

2.3.1. Donald Gee – “It would seem to come upon certain of God’s servants in times of special crisis or opportunity, in such mighty power that they are lifted right out of the realm of even natural & ordinary faith in God - & have a divine certainty put within their souls that triumphs over everything.” 


2.3.2. They are people of prayer who simply take God at His word.
2.3.3. I believe it is when faith of a mustard seed is turned into the faith of an Avocado seed! 
2.4. Faith is: “The bird that feels the light & sings to greet the dawn…while it is still dark!”
2.5. Phillips Brooks writes, “it is undertaking something so great that you cannot accomplish it unaided!”
2.6. Faith is: “Not believing that God Can, but that God Will!”
2.7. Faith is “a confident & active relationship w/God”.
2.7.1. It’s Confident – In Him, not in my faith!
2.7.1.1. Peter attributed the man who “rose up & walked” (Acts 3:6) to “faith in His name”(16). 
2.7.1.2. Different then Positive Confession! {faith can not be “worked up!”}
2.7.2. It’s Active – Without faith we do a lot of jogging in place. 
2.7.2.1. It’s “Stair-Step Christianity” at its finest! = It gets you no where(distance wise) but tired & sweaty! 

2.8. Example: Elijah on Mnt./Carmel in the most powerful evening prayer!
2.8.1. “In the face of overwhelming odds(4 water pots, 3 x’s over sac.) he is calmly triumphant to the point of mocking his opponents!”
2.9. Example: George Muller in 19th century England.
2.9.1. By exercising the gift of faith he was able to raise money, time & time again, for the needs of the orphans w/o ever appealing to men!
2.10. “I often times come to God in prayer asking Him to “fill my thimble”; & I find out more often then not…I should have brought my bucket!”

2.11. Read - “Faith to Prime the pump!” Swindoll story pg.197 “water pump”
2.12. You will run into situations in life where you need to pray for the “gift of Faith”. 
2.12.1. Ask Bill Wolter & Des Star regarding the building project!

3. HEALINGS!
3.1. “to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit,”
3.2. Note: “gift(s)” & “Healing(s)” = The plural relates to the different classes of sicknesses to be healed.

3.3. What a great gift! – Only natural to want this gift because of human sympathy & pity for those suffering.
3.4. These are not healings of medical knowledge or practices – but supernatural abilities to restore someone to health.
3.4.1. Ex.15:26 “For I am the LORD who heals you."
3.4.2. The apostles denied that these healing gifts were from themselves.
3.4.2.1. Acts 3:12 “So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: "Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?”

3.4.3. This goes against cults like “Christian Science” which say “healing is the power of mind over matter”,which makes man his own healer!
3.5. Unfortunately there are fraudulent “healings” taking place today, by our modern faith healers!
3.5.1. Questions to ask? 
3.5.1.1. Who is it bringing glory to? (to God, or themselves, or their ministry)
3.5.1.2.  Does God want us to advertise ourselves as healers? (“Brian James Bells Healing Ministry!”)
3.5.1.3. Shouldn’t the result of a healing come from the mouth of the one healed rather from the healer?

3.6. O.T., N.T., & Today, does God seek to heal everyone?
3.6.1. Q: How do we know He doesn’t?
3.6.2. Paul said in 2 Tim.4:20 “Trophimus I have left in Miletus sick.” 
3.6.2.1. “What a chump Paul, to leave this missionary Trophimus sick!” 
3.6.3. Even Jesus didn’t heal everybody! (not couldn’t…didn’t)
3.6.3.1. Example: when Jesus made the hospital call to the pool of Bethesda, He didn’t clear the place!
3.6.4. Paul was told regarding his infirmity "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." (2 Cor.12:9a)
3.6.5. Attitude in sickness! - (goes on to say 9b,10) “Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

3.7. How God supernaturally Heals!
3.7.1. Some healings are instant; some are in stages; some w/time!
3.7.1.1. [1] instant – paralyzed man(above) at pool of Bethesda.
3.7.1.2. [2] in stages – (Mrk.8:23 Blind man; spit in eyes & touched him) 1st saw, "men like trees, walking." – “Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly.”
3.7.1.3. [3] w/time – Lepers, “as they went” they were cleansed.

3.7.2. Other ways? – From up close, from a distance; word spoken, no words spoken; hands laid on, didn’t touch; w/spit; w/mud;… 
3.8. Q: How many people have been healed by God? 

4. MIRACLES!
4.1. “to another the working of miracles,”
4.2. 3 main views today!
4.2.1. [1] Skeptical View – denies that miracles can ever happen. 
4.2.2. [2] Authentication Only View - Miracles happened in the bible times but not today. T
4.2.2.1. They were only to authenticate the person performing the miracle.
4.2.3. [3] Bible Times & Today View - Miracles happened in the bible times & also do today.
4.2.3.1. Right after the gifts are mentioned in ch.12, in ch.14 we are told 6 times that gifts were for the building up of the body.

4.3. [1] Miracle is used very loosely today.
4.3.1. That touchdown was a miracle!
4.3.1.1. It describes a common but nevertheless impressive event.
4.3.2. The birth of a baby!
4.3.2.1. We honor God for the intricacy & beauty of His creation.
4.3.3. Looking into the night sky! (see Jupiter & Venus?) 
4.3.3.1. Referring to common things that point to an uncommon cause in the power of God.
4.3.4. Salvation!
4.3.4.1. (I.e.) Salvation doesn’t come from man but from God therefore it is supernatural but not nec. a “miracle” in the true sense of the word.

4.4. [2] A Miracle can be referring to God using a common thing, with a miraculous timing & or placement.
4.4.1. Maybe the Star at Bethlehem? (we don’t know)
4.4.1.1. It could have been a natural scientific cause (i.e. a supernova, or a special alignment of the starts/planets) {w/o taking away from it being a miracle} the timing & placement could have been the miracle. 
4.4.2. Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah.
4.4.2.1. Created a special big fish for this purpose? A submarine? Or, perfect timing of a “huge plankton eater” going by sucking in everything in its path? 
4.4.3. Peter finding fish w/coin in mouth. 
4.4.3.1. God placed in right then? Fish scooped up when eating? 

4.5. [3] Miracles refer to acts of God “against” the laws of nature! (this is the more technical usage of the term)
4.5.1. Jesus turning the water into wine. Raising Lazarus from the dead. 
4.5.2. There can be no natural explanation for these events. 

4.6. Other words used are “signs, wonders, & powers”.
4.7. Miracle(Dunamis) – “operations of works of power.”
4.8. O.T. Example:
4.8.1. Samson – What was the real reason Samson lost his strength? 
4.8.1.1. "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" So he awoke from his sleep, and said, "I will go out as before, at other times, and shake myself free!" But he did not know that the LORD had departed from him. (Judges 16:20) 
4.8.1.2. Samson strength was not from his natural ability, but from his supernatural strength that God gave him.  
4.9. N.T. Examples:
4.9.1. 7 people raised form the dead.

4.9.2. Acts 8:6-8 – Philip did miracles. 
4.9.2.1. Unclean spirits & Healings. 

4.9.3. Acts 19:11,12 – Paul wrought unusual miracles.
4.9.3.1. “Handkerchief Healings & Demon Dealings!”
4.9.4. Acts 5:12-16 – Peter , signs & wonders.
4.9.4.1. “Shadow Healings & unclean spirit healings. 

4.10. Some say miracles are not for today because they fit into 3 neat time periods in scripture (Moses; Elijah/Elisha; & Jesus)
4.10.1. What about? Joshua & the Jericho walls? Gideon & his miraculous fleece? Samson’s strength tearing the lion/carrying gates/& pushin pillars? Daniel with the Kitty Kats? Jonah & the Big Guppy? The miracles coming soon in Revelation w/the 2 witnesses? 

4.11. I cannot say miracles are not for today. However we sure do not see them like we did in the book of Acts. I believe God can use certain gifts, more than other gifts, during specific time periods, because  again “He chooses” the “best Gifts”! 
4.11.1. He tells us after giving us the list in ch.12 of 9 gifts, to earnestly desire them. I believe we should earnestly desire “Faith, Healings, & Miracles.”  
4.11.2. In faith…Prime the pump!
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