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Prophecy, & Discerning of Spirits!
        3-4-99

(Session #7)

1. Intro:
1.1. Today more than ever we need to “hear from God” & “know it its from Him”!
1.1.1. Look up (1 Thes.5:20,21 “Do not despise prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is good.”
1.1.2. This hits on both of our gifts we’re dealing with tonight!
1.2. A Sunday School teacher asked her children if they knew what a prophet was. Little Donny showed his farming background said, "That's when you buy a lamb for 42 cents a pound and sell it for 69 cents a pound."

1.3. Look how man has sought to know the future to “hear from the gods”!
1.3.1. The ancient Etruscans (“A-trus-cans” – a people group on the Italian Peninsula, in the 1st 1000 yrs. bc) foretold the future by looking at sheep livers. They divided the liver into sixteen parts just as they had divided the heavens into sixteen parts. Certain gods ruled various parts of the heavens and would get into corresponding parts of the liver and give signs that provided guidance for people.
1.3.2. We have Horoscopes; Fortune cookies; In China “Pigeon droppings on cards” in Shanghai!

2. “To another PROPHECY”!
2.1. (propheteia) “The speaking forth of the mind & counsel of God”. To receive & communicate a message from God. {In the broadest sense: “all divinely inspired utterances”}
2.1.1. Note: It will always be in agreement to the word of God!
2.1.2. Note: It can be used in a general & limited sense.
2.1.3. Note: Despite common belief, Prophecy is not only foretelling the future, but we find forth-telling was the norm in the N.T. & the early church. For edification, exhortation, & for comfort!
2.2. In the O.T. :
2.2.1. Of course we have the “major” & “minor” prophets in the O.T. 
2.2.2. Much was predictive or Fore-Telling of the future! 
2.2.2.1. Messiah to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).
2.2.2.2. 1Kings 13:1,2 “And behold, a man of God went from Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. Then he cried out against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, "O altar, altar! Thus says the LORD: 'Behold, a child, Josiah by name, shall be born to the house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on you, and men's bones shall be burned on you….'" 

2.2.2.2.1. 1 Kings was written 2 centuries before his birth!

2.2.2.3. Is. 44:28 “Who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd, And he shall perform all My pleasure, Saying to Jerusalem, "You shall be built," And to the temple, "Your foundation shall be laid."'
2.2.2.3.1. This prophecy was in 710bc. - Cyrus was born 170 years later; & both Jerusalem & the Temple was standing at this time! 


2.3. Let’s remember though, “Prophecy is not necessarily, nor even primarily,…fore-telling! It is also the Forth-telling of the will of God.

2.4. In the N.T. :
2.4.1. It is also - “the declaration of that which can’t be known by natural means”
2.4.1.1. Mt.26:68 “saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ: who is he that struck thee?

2.4.2. There is no N.T. evidence that N.T. Prophets are in any way to be “church guides! 
2.4.2.1. I’ve talked with many a Christians who were “prophesied over”. “You will be a pastor/missionary/or something” they bore no witness to it...but because someone prophesied it, they hold on to it! 


2.4.3. The few times Prophecy was given in the N.T. as fore-telling a future event - No guidance was given, only the message!
2.4.3.1. Agabus - Acts11:28 {Famine coming/world wide}

2.4.3.1.1. Note - the purpose of True Prophecy is not to satisfy our curiosity about the future but to stir up our hearts to do the will of God!

2.4.3.2. Agabus – Acts 21:11 - fate of Paul {if goes to Jer.}

2.4.4. It’s now the privilege of all bel.’s to be personally led by the Spirit of God!
2.4.4.1. To have a prophet or priest between us & God would be a step backward into bondage!

2.5. Other N.T. occurrences:
2.5.1. Acts 13:1-3 “Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.

2.5.2. Philips 4 daughters (also shows the gift was for females) - Acts 21:9 “Now this man (Philip) had four virgin daughters who prophesied.”

2.5.2.1. Also Ana, 80 year old lady at the temple (Lk.2)
2.5.2.2. O.T. Miriam, Deborah, & Huldah.
2.5.3. In the upcoming Tribulation period, God will raise up 2 prophets! “These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire.”(Rev.11:6)

2.6. 1 Cor.14:1,& 39 -Paul told the Corinthian church to Especially desire this gift!
2.6.1. Not all the people w/the gift - held the office (prophet)!
2.6.2. Prophesy speaks 3 things - Edification, Exhortation, & Comfort! [vs3] {Build up, Encourage, & Console}
2.6.2.1. No Tearing down, rebuking, or stirring up trouble in the name of prophecy.
2.6.2.2. Edify – Build up, encourage us to trust in the Lord & lay hold of his promises. It is to fortify our relationship in J.C. 

2.6.2.3. Exhort – We need those who will spur us to act upon what we know from scriptures. Exhorted to praise, prayer, & Christian Activity.

2.6.2.4. Comfort – We need to hear that God is on the throne. That He is watching over us. That He loves us! That all things work together for us.

2.7. Not all Prophecy is True Prophecy – “discern truth from error”!
2.7.1. Lam.2:14 “Your prophets have seen for you False and deceptive visions; They have not uncovered your iniquity, To bring back your captives, But have envisioned for you false prophecies and delusions.”

2.7.2. Examples: Harold camping a few years ago; or the Doomsday Y2Kers.

2.7.3. Basis for judging? {Is it in harmony w/the written word of God? Does it come to pass?…we’ll see regarding Y2K problem?}
2.8. Some consider today those like Chuck Smith & Dr. Walvoord as prophets in the “forth-telling sense”. {Seeing that a main part of their ministry is to get peoples focus on the imminent return of J.C.}!

2.9. 2 Extremes:
2.9.1. There are those who despise the gift. (( & Those who think the one giving the Prophecy is Infallible! (be balanced)
2.10. If you desire this gift of speaking forth Gods message, then #1 be close w/your heavenly Father! - Like Jeremiah 20:9 “Then I said, "I will not make mention of Him, Nor speak anymore in His name." But His word was in my heart like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, And I could not.” 
2.10.1. Who would you have speak for you? (someone your close with, one-minded; one that will represent you properly!)


3. “To another DISCERNING OF SPIRITS”!
3.1. We have 2 worlds co-existing (nat. realm & super nat. realm)
3.1.1. The bible tells us these worlds often collide!
3.1.2. Good spirits (angels minister to us – Heb.1:14 “Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?”)
3.1.3. Bad spirits (try to deceive us - 1 Tim.4:1 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,”)
3.1.4. What can we ask for that will help us in battling this? (this gift!)
3.2. (Diakrisis) means a “Judging through”.
3.2.1. A.T. Robertson describes it, “a distinguishing, a discerning clearly.”

3.2.2. “It’s a thought that pierces right through the outward to see the inward”
3.3. Definition - “The gift reveals the true nature of the “source” of any behavior professed to be of God.”
3.3.1. Example: Peter/Simon Sorcerer Acts 8:21,22 “Peter discerned the heart of Simon”. [Outwardly he had deceived the rest vs.13]
3.4. It is Not a critical Spirit!   {Find faults w/motives}
3.4.1. John Wesley  once remarked, such a “talent” might well be buried w/o grieving the Lord at all!
3.5. It is Not having keen insight!  {see someone w/shifty eyes, drooling, weird stare, hunch back, limping, & dragging a chain down a dark alley… “I have discernment on that guy”!}.
3.6. It Is a Discerning “of Spirits”! (it’s not a discernment of men ‘per-se’)  
3.6.1. {It’s discerning whether something is from God; or from Satan; or their Own Heart!} – It is discernment of the Source!
3.6.2. {Though I believe that discernment of the source determines the message of the individual from whom it is coming.}
3.6.2.1. From Satan - Acts (Peter/Ananias knew “Satan filled his heart” Acts 5:3)

3.6.2.2. From Our own heart - Jer.23:16,17 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; They speak a vision of their own heart, Not from the mouth of the LORD(source).” They continually say to those who despise Me, 'The LORD has said, "You shall have peace" '; And to everyone who walks according to the dictates of his own heart, they say, 'No evil shall come upon you.'"

3.6.2.3. The mere existence of such a gift presupposes the real existence also of Evil & Deceiving Spirits, manifesting themselves through human beings!

3.7. God has not left us defenseless - He arms us!
3.7.1. W/o discernment the church can get ripped off!

3.7.2. Much of the church doesn’t discern very well. I believe because we don’t earnestly desire this gift! 
3.8. We need to Practice “Natural” discernment!
3.8.1. Mt.24:43 “But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.”


3.9. We need to Study & use “The Word” for discernment!
3.9.1. Heb.4:12 “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

3.9.2. 1 Jn.4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”


3.10. We need to Earnestly desire “The Gift of Discerning of Spirits”!
3.10.1. 1 Cor.14:1 “Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.”

3.11. Lets look at 2 churches: 1 applauded for using this gift, the other found slack in it! (Don Stewart)

3.11.1.1. Ephesus - Rev.2:2 {applauded} “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars;”
3.11.1.2. Thyatira - Rev.2:20 {found slack} “Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.” (no discernment)

4. Communion!
4.1. 1 kings 8:38,39 
� Chuck Smith; Living Water; pg.154





