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Tongues & Interpretation of Tongues!

3-11-99

(Session #8)

1. INTRO:
1.1. Last of our 8 part series on the H.S.
1.2. Our Purpose: “That you would earnestly seek the Gifts of Tongues & their Interpretation after understanding what they are, & understanding their purpose!”
1.3. Wow! What ugly things this topic has uncovered! 
1.3.1. Dividing of: friendships, fellowships, churches, even denominations. 
1.3.2. 1 Cor.12:30 “Do all speak w/tongues?” no way! (yea, but the one’s that don’t are carnal, say some) – Then what about “are all apostles?”
1.3.2.1. The Greek particle me, which precedes this question, expects the answer “no” from the reader. The NASB captures this sense: “All do not speak w/tongues, do they?”
1.3.3. Many have been pressured into “receiving” this gift!
1.3.3.1. Just say, “my momma rode a honda, my momma rode a honda,…”
1.3.3.2. They wait till you mumble something… “That’s it!” or, Nothing?… “you don’t have enough faith.”
1.3.4. 2000 years later & I don’t know if the 20th century church has it down any better than “The 1st Christian Church of Corinth”?
1.4. What about demonic counterfeit?
1.4.1. Note: Paul never warns of that to this church that was misusing the gift(or any other time). 
1.4.2. 1 Cor.12:3


2. Tongues & Interpretation of Tongues!
2.1. Read - 1 Cor.12:10,28,30.
2.2. What is Tongues? 
2.2.1. Glossolalia Glossa/tongues - lalein/speak)

2.2.1.1. Language is an agreement between people that certain sounds have certain meanings.

2.2.1.2. “Glossolalia is the spontaneous utterance of uncomprehended & seemingly random vocal sounds.”

2.2.1.3. “Speaking in tongues is prayer or Praise spoken in syllables not understood by the speaker.”



2.3. What is The Gift of Interpretation?
2.3.1. Again like the rest of the gifts it will be supernatural, not natural interpretation.

2.4. The Importance of Tongues!
2.4.1. What would Paul say if he was to take the pulpit today on the “Gift of Tongues”?
2.4.1.1. 1st He’d say, “shame on you who abuse this gift! It is not a toy to be played with!”
2.4.1.2. Then He’d say, “shame on you who have quenched even 1 of my kids from seeking this gift, or using it properly.”

2.5. Is this Topic Important?
2.5.1. Is Prayer important?…That’s what it is! (1 Cor.14:14)
2.5.2. But, it’s abused!…People have abused prayer claiming this & that, do we throw it out also?
2.5.3. Tongues purpose is simply another form of “Communicating w/God”!   [That’s Important!]
2.5.4. Tongues add a rich dimension to your Prayer life! 

2.5.4.1. You don’t have to speak in tongues do you? No, but wouldn’t you want to if The H.S. deemed to give it to you?


2.5.5. Remember as we go through this to distinguish between private & public setting!
2.6. A Little History!
2.6.1. Obvious it was encouraged in the early Church – [1st cent. W/Corinth.]
2.6.2. Novation in 257ad(he gave to the Western Church the 1st full-length treatment of the Trinity)said, “This is He who places the prophets in the church, instructs teachers, directs tongues, gives powers & healings, does wonderful works, offers discrimination of spirits, affords powers of government, suggests counsels, & orders & arranges whatever other gifts, there are of charismata; & thus makes the Lord’s church everywhere, & in all, perfected, & completed.”


2.6.3. Awakened at the turn of the century in the Pentecostal movement.
2.6.4. Re-awakened in the mid-1900’s in “Charismatic movement”.
2.6.4.1.  “Sad what was an integral part of the early church is only a movement today!” (Gayle Irwin)
2.7. Significant to note:
2.7.1. Tongues & Int. of Tongues, the only 2 gifts never found in the O.T.!
2.7.1.1. There was the Interpretation dreams & visions(Joseph & Daniel), but that was different.

2.7.2. Jesus never spoke in tongues that we know of!
2.7.2.1. He always prayed “in the Spirit”!

2.7.3. These gifts seemed to be especially reserved by God for the Church Dispensation of Grace! (started at Pent.)
2.7.3.1. The multiplicity of tongues started as a curse to man, at Babel(Gen.10). 

2.7.3.2. Then God only dealt w/one Tongue/or one Nation…Israel(Gen.12)! 

2.7.3.3. At Pentecost, the H.S. raises the flag of victory, of now opening up the Holy City to “all who were afar off,” Acts2:39! – Open to multiple tongues/people groups. 

2.7.4. Note: Acts 2 is different than anywhere else Tongues is used!
2.7.4.1. Read - (Acts 2:4-13) Men heard in their own language. 

2.7.4.2. (Everywhere else) Men weren’t understanding what was being spoken 
(1 Cor.14:2,16,19).

2.7.4.3. “If the Tongues talked about by Paul was the same as in Acts 2 when would there ever be an Interpretation needed?” 

3. 2 COR.14
3.1. vs.1 - Desire it!
3.2. vs.2 - To whom the Tongue is spoken to!
3.2.1. To God! 
3.2.2. Also See Acts 10:44-46. (to magnify God/46)
3.3. vs.4 - For the individual! (also see vs.28)
3.3.1. “Edifies himself” - Don’t see this as being selfish, Jesus prayed for Himself.

3.3.2. Ok to build yourself up in Devotions right? {In prayer time! In the Word!}
3.3.3. Opposite is to tear down…that’s not good.
3.4. vs.5 - Imp. to Paul!
3.5. vs.10,11 - Language of men & angels?
3.5.1. 1 Cor.13:1 - Not positive???
3.6. vs.13-17 - Your spirit prays not your intellect!
3.6.1. (14) “my spirit prays” - “This is the ability to express ourselves to God w/o funneling our feelings thru our intellect!” (Sometimes it seems words can’t express exactly what we feel)

3.6.2. (16,17) Giving thanks is the issue!
3.7. vs.18 - Imp. to Paul!
3.8. vs.19 - Ever sit thru a church service in another language?
3.9. vs.23-40 - Church Regulations concerning Tongues!
3.9.1. Tongues are Regulated! & Prophecy is Judged!
3.9.2. Tongues(man to God) - needs not to be judged only regulated in use.
3.9.2.1. This gives a clue to how much it was being used!

3.9.3. Prophecy(God to man) - must be judged!
3.9.4. Tongues Regulated in the Corinthian Church because:
3.9.4.1. There were too much speaking in tongues in the meetings!

3.9.4.2. Also, it was being done w/o Interpretation.

3.9.5. YET - When Paul ends he makes sure they don’t go overboard & start forbidding everybody from speaking in tongues! (39)
3.10. vs.28 - The Interpretation!
3.10.1. Notice the gift of ”Interpretation” not “Translation”! (like ASL)
3.10.1.1. If translation it would have to be word for word which is impossible (in understanding) from 1 lang. to another!
3.10.1.2. This explains sometimes why 1 is longer than the other!

3.10.2. The gift apparently came under the control of the one who possessed it through spiritual maturity. 
3.10.2.1. It is not “ecstatic speech” as the New English Bible translates it.
3.10.2.2. Not frenzied & disorderly like some of the extreme Pentecostal Movements.

3.10.2.3. You can choose to use it or not use it.


4. END:
4.1. May we embrace These 2 Gifts & enjoy all the equipping of the body that God has given to us! 
4.1.1. What arrogance if we willingly reject such a precious way that He has provided for us to communicate w/Him!
4.2. So, why Tongues?
4.2.1. “Tongues are the abasement of All Pride of Intellect!”
4.2.2. They keep us humble; help prevent intellectual pride; & remind us God is greater then our understanding & that he works in ways that transcend our understanding. 


4.3. Tongues - “A Unique Gift, for a Unique People, during a Unique Time!”
4.3.1. “I wish you all spoke w/Tongues!”
4.3.2. Seek it this week!
4.3.2.1. Pray for it & earnestly seek it. – Get alone w/God. – Pray, give thanks, & Praise Him. – In faith let your tongue go! (Detach your tongue from your intellect, & attach it to your spirit!)
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