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Balancing Family & Ministry!



1-25-03
“Colina’s Pastors Conference!”
1. Intro:
2. A DEVOTED FAMILY! (1 Cor.16:13-18) 
2.1. These verses teach us…“How to grow a strong family & How to grow a strong church!”

2.2. 5 very important commands!
2.3. (13) This makes us think of military orders from a commander to his subordinates. {Watch, Stand Fast, Be Brave, Be Strong, & Love}

2.4. (14) Love always brings us back in that perfect balance! 
2.4.1. This command adds depth to all the others!
2.4.2. Without Love you won’t be Watching w/alertness…you’ll be Examining w/suspicion.
2.4.3. Without Love you won’t be Standing Fast…you’ll be Running Fast.
2.4.4. Without Love you won’t be Brave…you’ll be a coward. 
2.4.5. Without Love you won’t be Strong…you’ll be Weak w/tenderness.

2.5. The Stephanas Family!
2.6. (15) The Stephanas family was the only family we know of that Paul baptized, “Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any other.” (1 Cor.1:16)

2.6.1. They were the firstfruits(1st converts) of Achaia(a-kay-yah).
2.6.2. We learn from this wonderful family... “A family that serves together stays together!”

2.6.3. In marriage if one has a ministry, they both have a ministry. It is not 50/50 partnership, it is 100% stewardship!

2.6.4. Each mate must live for each other & both live for the Lord!
2.6.5. As for all the family members nobody is always in the center ring!
2.7. (15b) 1st They Devoted themselves or “addicted themselves” (lit. appointed themselves) which refers to a self-imposed duty.
2.7.1. They had appointed themselves to the service of their fellow Christians.


2.7.2. Q: So what is the proper order? Some say home 1st & ministry 2nd; or is it ministry 1st, home 2nd. Or is neither?

2.7.3. If “2 become one”, home & ministry are united; they are one. What God has joined together, we must not tear it apart!

2.7.4. The best thing that Kelly & I can do for our ministry is build a godly family; the best we could do for our family is build a ministry that glorifies God! 

2.7.5. Q: Is your home competing w/your ministry & creating problems in the home? (Stop & think about what changes need to be made…even if they’re drastic!)

2.7.6. Home & ministry are friends, not enemies; & it’s your job to keep them that way!

2.7.7. Don’t allow your children to get lost in the dust of “your” ministry.
2.7.7.1. As often as possible take your children to minister w/you. 
2.7.7.1.1. Missions trips.
2.7.8. Support their ministry!
2.7.8.1. Recognize their gifts will/may be different then yours(Zach)
2.7.8.2. Help them to stir up their gifts & talents! (Zach & Mical)
2.7.8.3. Place value in what they are doing, no matter “how little” the ministry.
2.7.8.3.1. “Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.”…no matter the size! 1 Cor.4:2
2.7.8.4. This is more difficult with smaller children, but don’t give up.
2.7.9. Be Sensitive to the Spirit, your spouse, your family, & your ministry
2.8. (16) 2nd They Worked & Labored w/Paul!
2.8.1. Work(to work together, to cooperate); Labor(to toil, to work to the point of exhaustion).
2.8.2. “In the church many work, but few toil.”

2.8.3. Ministry is hard work, hard labor! (& building a family!)
2.8.4. Share the load – help each other(helpmates!)
2.8.5. Share the same heart, vision, & goals!
2.8.6. Support each other! – Stand behind them(personally); encourage them in their gifts; Don’t hold them back(if it’s the Lord!); Compliment each other’s ministry(don’t work against each other); 

2.9. (17) 3rd They Supplied what the Corinthians didn’t take care of!
2.10. (18) 4th They Refreshed Paul’s spirit & the Corinthians also!
2.10.1. Q: What are you doing to help thirsty souls drink deeply from God’s word?

2.11. (18b) Note: it is ok to acknowledge these hard workers!
2.11.1. Q: Do you acknowledge those who work with you?
2.11.2. Q: Can you come up with 3 ways to acknowledge your family members; laborers that help you in your ministry.

2.12. Fathers, Pastors…to raise up a “Stephanas Family” we need 3 things we don’t have: Competence, Compassion, & Control!

2.13. [1] Competence – The power & ability & enablement you need & don’t have,…can come from God!
2.13.1. No one is competent, except Christ! – Your need is not partial but total!
2.13.2. The quicker you come to grips w/this truth, the quicker you will enjoy & enhance your parental role!
2.13.3. “so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.” (2 Cor.4:10)

2.14. [2] Compassion-Your love is conditional; Divine love is unconditional
2.14.1. Man’s love is like a flickering candle at best; God’s is a steady beam!
2.14.2. Rom.5:5 “the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us”.
2.14.3. God knows us totally, & yet accepts us completely.
2.14.4. Our parenting should be patterned after God’s! – “We love Him because He first loved us.” 1 Jn.4:19

2.15. [3] Control – Self-control is the fruit of the Holy Spirit.
2.15.1. Often, the secret of a disciplined child is a controlled parent!
2.15.2. Self-control is linked to “inner peace” – If you’re ruled by God’s peace you’ll have little trouble displaying self-control.
2.15.3. “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts” Col.3:15
2.15.4. Competence, Compassion, & Control – These are gifts God has made available to us.

2.16. Prioritizing!
2.16.1. God’s will is #1 – Eph.5:17 “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”
2.16.2. Q: What is pressing? (sometimes the family has to give, other times the ministry does!) [examples]
2.16.3. Prioritizing family & ministry is a daily event…not weekly!
2.17. Ps.128 – Blessings on the Christian Home! {A Family Portrait!}
2.17.1. Blessed – or “Oh, how happy!”
2.17.2. If Christ is the center at the table, then the family will be in order around the table!
2.17.3. Man – Walks = Not only talks but walks in Gods ways!
2.17.3.1. “Walk” speaks of our conduct & character becoming holy!
2.17.4. Wife – “in the very heart of your house” – They say the woman sets the temperature of the home!
2.17.5. The wife/mom effects the whole household, from the center out.
2.17.6. Children – What can we learn from Olive trees?
2.17.6.1. They are slow to grow, & the planter must be patient while it is growing.
2.17.6.2. Normally an olive tree will bear no fruit until the 7th year. - Then from the 10th to the 15th year is where it really can start to produce. - But then it will continue to yield its fruit to extreme age!
2.17.6.3. Make sure it is properly rooted & well watered!
2.18. A blessed family provides a blessed neighborhood; which makes for a blessed city; which makes for a blessed nation!
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