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Blessings upon a Christian Home! 

2-27-99

Family God’s Way Seminar!

Psalm 128
1. Intro:
1.1. Anyone discouraged with what’s happening in our Country today???
1.1.1. “Racism” - A man is dragged to his death in Jasper Texas because of the color of his skin.
1.1.2. Now we have “Cyberstalking” – In USA Today “a California man who, angry that a woman spurned him, retaliated by assuming her identity and distributing personal information about her in a number of sex chat rooms on the Internet. 'He ... listed directions to her house, gave details of her social plans, and even provided advice on how to short-circuit her alarm system.


1.2. Here’s the real problem: “The success of our Country depends upon the success of our Cities. The success of our Cities depends upon the success of our Neighborhoods. The success of our Neighborhoods depends upon the success of our Families. The success of our Families depends upon the Leaders of our homes!”

1.3. Is the Bible relevant today? 
1.3.1. These truths written down 3000 yrs. Ago is still so relevant to us as we march into the next millennium. 
1.3.2. We’ll see that there is no Psalm in our Hebrew hymnbook that needs to be preached more insistently than this one right here!


2. Psalm 128 - Intro:
2.1. Quote front of pamphlet! - Ps.127:1
2.1.1. Whether your  building a phys. house or a spiritual home! - Proper Tools are needed!
2.1.1.1. Here God provides the tools to place inside our tool pouches! 
2.1.2. This Psalm (127) sets up the topic of “The Family” & spills naturally into our Psalm (128).
2.2. Ps. 128 is called the marriage prayer because it was often sung at Israelite marriages.
2.2.1. The theme: A good family life is a reward for following God.
2.2.2. All families have problems. – But the bible gives specific answers in dealing w/these problems. 
2.2.3. Q: Is your home life heavenly or hectic?

3. Blessings upon the Man of the House!  (1,4)
3.1. (1) This is an old motto often placed above fireplaces:
3.1.1. “The beauty of the house is order, the blessing of the house is contentment; The glory of the house is hospitality; The crown of the house is godliness!”

3.2. Blessed = Happy! 
3.3. One who fears the Lord = To be in reverential awe of Him.
3.3.1. Happiness is not to be found in marriage or in money. Something else is needed: True happiness cannot be divorced from God.
3.3.2. In nature we see the importance of order & a proper center. 
3.3.2.1. The Greeks looked out into our solar system & saw the planets as “wanderers”(planetai – Gk.). They thought they seemed to just drift along.
3.3.2.2. Of course later they find out our solar system exists solely “because it has a center” the sun! - & the sun also has a center. 
3.3.2.3. Pluto has an egg shape path which takes it as close as 2.7 billion miles from the sun to 4.6 billion miles away. {right now Uranus is farthest away}
3.3.2.4. The sun gives off its gravitational sway to some thousand times beyond the distance of Pluto.
3.3.2.5. If we go miniature & look at the miniature solar system of an Atom, or go Grande & explore our solar system in the skies, the creator has written the same lesson. There must be order. There must be a center.
3.3.3. God is the ultimate center of everything, And for true happiness He must be at the center of our lives.
3.3.3.1. This takes place when we humble ourselves, & stop seeing “us” as the center of our universe! 
3.3.3.2. Yes the husband is to be the hub (the center) of the home[as the sun is to its galaxy], but he can only truly fulfill that role when he understands he is part of a larger solar system, where God is the true Center!


3.4. Walks = Not only talks but walks in Gods ways!
3.4.1. “Walk” speaks of our conduct & character becoming holy!
3.4.2. Note: Walk in “His ways” not our ways. The ways spelled out by God! He sets the boundaries!
3.4.3. Therefore the secret of the Lord’s blessings are a proper center & a proper circumference to life!
3.5. Q: Men, what would a bike wheel do if we put the axle slightly off center? (egg shape wobble)
3.5.1. Are you fulfilling that role of yours as the “center” of your home?
3.5.2. If Christ is the center at the table, then the family will be in order around the table!
3.6. (4) The result of a godly home is a Blessed man…a happy man! 

4. Blessings upon your Employment! (2)
4.1. Some people are unhappy in their work.
4.1.1. If we are obedient to God, we can be content, happy, & satisfied, no matter what our occupation is!
4.2. Read Haggai (overview, then 1:6-11)
4.2.1. Does this describe anyone’s finances? (Wages going into a bag w/holes) 
4.3. “of your hands” - If we are faithful to plough & plant, He will be faithful to allow us to reap in the harvest.
4.3.1. He does not promise us all we want, but will provide all we need!
4.4. “you shall be happy” – Quote from “Dec. of Independence” pg.6
4.4.1. In our nation we have the right to “pursue” happiness…but it sure isn’t promised to us!
4.4.2. Here we have the promise of happiness, if step #1 has taken place. Who else can give a guarantee like that?
4.4.3. Camera example: 
4.4.3.1. In the center of the lens is the rangefinder, a small circle, made up of tiny fragments, which cause a shimmering effect. Then a smaller circle which breaks the image in 2 horizontally.

4.4.3.2. All I have to do is take care of the center & he circumference & press the button – Everything else is automatic!
4.4.3.3. If Jesus is the center of our focus, then the rangefinder is no longer blurry but clear, & the rest of the picture we can be sure is in focus! 


5. Blessings upon your Wife! (3a)
5.1. A fruitful vine – A fruitful vine produced the grapes for wine which was a source of joy to the Israelites. 
5.2. A contented wife will be like a fruitful grape vine which will “Cling, Climb, & Cluster”! 
5.2.1. Cling - The best way for a vine to grow is to “hold fast” to something. She needs a supporting wall/trellis(you men)!
5.2.1.1. “a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,”
5.2.2. Climb – Turning her home into a thing of beauty, covering it with green leaves & rich purple grapes.
5.2.3. Cluster - Brings forth fruit (children, or the fruit of the spirit). 

5.3. “in the very heart of your house” – They say the women sets the temperature of the home!
5.3.1. The wife(mom) effects the whole household, from the center out.

6. Blessings upon your Children! (3b)
6.1. Olive Plants - Olives & olive oil were “valued staple commodities” in the nation’s life. 
6.1.1. What can we learn from Olive trees?
6.1.2. They are slow to grow, & the planter must be patient while it is growing.
6.1.3. Normally an olive tree will bear no fruit until the 7th year. - Then from the 10th to the 15th year is where it really can start to produce. - But then it will continue to yield its fruit to extreme age!
6.1.4. Make sure it is properly rooted & well watered!

6.1.4.1. Baby stage – God teaches us how to be unselfish, how to be a servant to that child. {How many can relate to getting up a # of times in the night?} (Mical’s Binkey story)
6.1.4.2. Toddler stage – Such tender years. “As the twig is bent, so the tree will grow”. They are watching you mom & dad as examples! (pointed my finger at Kelly)
6.1.4.2.1.   Life is caught not taught!
6.1.4.3. Adolescent stage – Just stepping into myself 
6.1.4.3.1. Great books: “Age of Opportunity”; Quote pg.23
6.1.4.3.2. Kissing Dating Goodbye” Joshua Harris)
6.1.4.4. Empty nest stage – You’ll have your work cut out for you with the grandkids!

6.2. (again in vs.4) Don’t put all your focus on the one child who hasn’t been a blessing to the family lately, but how can I be a blessing to my family!
6.3. God does want to Bless your family! 

7. Blessings upon your Neighborhood/City/Nation! (5,6)
7.1. Zion – Neighborhood.
7.1.1. A family that is a blessing will produce a better neighborhood!
7.2. Jerusalem – City.
7.2.1. A better neighborhood will produce a better City!
7.3. Israel – Nation.
7.3.1. A better City will produce a better Nation!
7.4. What’s wrong with our Nation? We need Better families!

7.5. What’s wrong with our Families? We need that relationship with the God who made the Family!
7.5.1. Q: Do you have that relationship? You can have it today!
