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SHIPWRECKED OR SHIPSHAPE?

1. INTRO:
1.1. Read “Things I’ve learned from my children”.
1.2. Words of Boating wisdom, “An accident at sea can ruin your whole day!” (  
1.3. Shipwrecked – Phil & Brynn Hartman, murder-suicide. 

2. BOARDING THE LOVE BOAT! (MARRIAGE)
2.1. We’ll look at the anology of: Boat = Marriage; Jesus = the anchor; Rope/anchor rode = The Word.
2.2. Any ocean going boat is designed to withstand waves!
2.2.1. Expect waves, storms, tempests,  gales, & squalls to kick up in your marriage!

3. JESUS IS THE ANCHOR!
3.1. An-chor(n) “A heavy object attached to a vessel by a cable or rope & cast overboard to keep the vessel in place either by its weight or by its flukes, which grip the bottom.
3.1.1. #3 It is a source of security & stability.
3.2. If Jesus is the anchor, have you personally dropped anchor?
3.2.1. He gives the security & stability & will keep your vessel in place, keep it from drifting w/the current of the world!
3.2.2. Isuzu commercial: Last scene, “go farther”…”too far”!
3.3. Q: Have you Proof-set your anchor? (deep relationship w/Christ?)
3.3.1. That’s when you pull on your anchor rode w/your engine in reverse applying power. {Did this bass fishin w/Dan Perkins} 
3.3.2. This is an individual decision you must make!
3.4. Make sure you have the RIGHT anchor!
3.4.1. Danforth – for a sany & clay bottom.
3.4.2. CQR – for burrowing beneath gravel, mud, & weeds.
3.4.3. Also, Mushroom, folding anchors.
3.4.3.1. Make sure your’ve got the RIGHT anchor…Jesus Christ!
3.5. Anchors are important!
3.5.1. “Scrimping on anchors & anchor line is much like buying an expensive car w/cheap brakes!”
3.5.2. Anchors keep you “off the rocks”…is your marriage on the rocks?
3.5.2.1. Read Acts 27:29-31
3.5.2.2. Acts 27:29 “Then, fearing lest we should run aground on the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern, and prayed for day to come.”
3.6. 2 anchors are better than one! (1 at bow, 1 at stern)
3.6.1. One anchor works when anchoring a bout. 
3.6.2. Yet the problem is the possibility of swinging around & getting too close to another boat(another marriage!)
3.7. Q: Are you both anchored in Christ?
3.7.1. Two anchors are better, safer, work together to accomplish the same goal.

3.7.2. Eccl.4:9-12 “Two are better than one, Because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has no one to help him up. Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; But how can one be warm alone? Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”
3.7.2.1. Interesting an anchor is made up of the center piece(Christ) & the 2 flukes(man/wife). 

4. HOW TO DROP ANCHOR?
4.1. Tied Off? Twin Lakes, Mammoth: “Make sure you tie off your anchor before throwing it over!”
4.1.1. Make sure your not sitting there saying, “I believe in this anchor, I know what it can do, I know how important it is, & then throw it in…without tying it off!!!
4.1.2. No mental ascent! Jesus must be tied to your hearts anchor cleat!
4.1.3. Read Acts 27:39-44
4.1.3.1. Look what happened when they let the anchors go(40,41)!
4.1.4. “Knit your hearts with an unslipping knot.” William Shakespeare
4.2. Too Short?
4.2.1. Anchor rode needs to reach  bottom otherwise it just slows the drag
4.2.2. I see the rode/rope as the word of God that continues to grow as we get deeper in our faith.
4.2.3. One man tied off too short(no scope). It touched bottom & dug in very well. But went straight down. A passing freighter went by, & a 3’ wave came over their boat.  

5. A FEW PERSONAL ANCHORS!
5.1. No Jumping Ship! 
5.1.1. Divorce not in vocabulary!
5.1.2. The wedding ring has been defined as a “small piece of jewelry placed on the finger that cuts off your circulation.” 
5.1.2.1. Keep your eyes & heart at home!
5.1.3. “A successful marriage demands a divorce; a divorce from your own self-love.”
5.2. Marriage no longer says, “mine” & “yours”, but “ours”!
5.2.1. Selflessness! – 2 becoming one!
5.2.1.1. Nobody is always in the center ring!
5.2.2. If one has a ministry they both have a ministry.
5.3. (www)“Marriage isn’t a 50/50 partnership; but a 100% stewardship in which each mate lives for the other, & both live for the Lord.”
5.4. Team Work!
5.4.1. You need a Captain & a 1st mate, both have their roles!
5.5. Marriage & Ministry should be married!
5.5.1. One doesn’t have to compete against the other.
5.5.2. We have a goal: to build a strong church for our family; & build a strong family for our church.  
5.5.3. Home & ministry our friends, not enemies.
5.6. Marriage is built on Love, Truth, & Commitment!
5.6.1. Your marriage better be built on more than this one mans vows he surprised his wife with, "First you're born, then you're buried. In between, let's get married!"
5.7. Forgiveness is an anchor!
5.7.1. A marriage is like a long trip in a tiny rowboat: if one passenger starts to rock the boat, the other has to steady it;
5.7.1.1. A happy marriage is the union of two good forgivers.
5.8. No Giving up!
5.8.1. And they lived happily ever after is one of the most tragic sentences in literature. It is tragic because it tells a falsehood about life, and has led countless generations of people to expect something from human existence that is not possible on this fragile, failing, imperfect earth.
