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Orchestration!






    
9-22-02
“CCM Couples Retreat!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Letitia Elizabeth Landon said, “Music is God's best gift to man, The only art of heaven given to earth, The only art of earth we take to heaven.”

1.2. My pray for us this morning is that we like David would say, “I will sing and make music to the LORD.” Ps.27:6(NIV)

1.3. “All one’s life is music if one touches notes rightly and in time.”

2. ORCHESTRATION!
2.1. Defined: “The art of writing for a large instrumental ensemble traditionally of strings, comprised woodwinds, brass, & percussion.”

2.2. Composing the Music!
2.3. Zeph.3:17 “The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”

2.4. It’s His orchestra!
2.5. 1st realize who is making the music score! – Imagine a family of mice who lived all their lives in a large piano. To them in their piano-world came the music of the instrument, filling all the dark spaces with sound and harmony. At first the mice were impressed by it. They drew comfort and wonder from the thought that there was Someone who made the music–though invisible to them–above, yet close to them. They loved to think of the Great Player whom they could not see. Then one day a daring mouse climbed up part of the piano and returned very thoughtful. He had found out how the music was made. Wires were the secret; tightly stretched wires of graduated lengths which trembled and vibrated. They must revise all their old beliefs; none but the most conservative could any longer believe in the Unseen Player. Later, another explorer carried the explanation further. Hammers were now the secret, numbers of hammers dancing and leaping on the wires. This was a more complicated theory, but it all went to show that they lived in a purely mechanical and mathematical world. The Unseen Player came to be thought of as a myth--. But the pianist continued to play.

2.6. 1st mindset is to realize “you” are not the conductor of your life/marriage. – It’s His orchestra!...Thus, His will be done.
2.7. There are all sorts of different music, styles, & compositions.
2.7.1. Q: What kind of music do you like? Or don’t you like? (see it’s about likes/taste)

2.7.2. Someone said, “Opera is when a guy gets stabbed in the back and instead of bleeding he sings.”

2.7.3. You might not like the music God has picked, arranged, & composed for you…but you will! (I didn’t like classical until I took piano & was forced to play it!)

2.8. Really only God, not Barry, can sing…“I write the songs that make the whole world sing” – See sheet music.
2.9. Arranging the Music!
2.10. Bringing all the different parts/instruments together.
2.11. It is foolish to live life without your music arranged!
2.11.1. Why try to arrange your own? You don’t know the whole “score”! 
2.12. Only the conductor has all the parts together.
2.12.1. Show Aevia(Avia) = Alleluia 
2.12.2. To play our part is the only way that it will be beautiful music in God’s ears!

2.13. When I 1st sat down at a piano I only played w/my right hand & I could start figuring out songs. Then @ Fullerton College I learned to play with both hands which made awesome harmony. {It was also called playing right!}
2.13.1. I picture being single being the same(we thought…this sounds good). Then we got married & learned this sounds much better!

2.13.2. When God said, “it is not good for man to be alone” I think it was because on His music sheet…there is both the Treble & Bass Clef! (the left & right hand)

2.14. Marriage is like 1st & 2nd clarinet!
2.14.1. There are parts for each person individually.
2.14.1.1. They are distinctly different, but they also overlap in parts!
2.14.1.2. Sounds like our mates doesn’t it?
2.14.2. But when they play together it is what creates harmony.

2.14.3. Q: Why is it that guys often think that if I could get her to stop playing(i.e. give up her individuality)then we will have harmony in our home?

2.14.4. Quit comparing yourselves to the Jones. (i.e.) 
2.14.4.1. When they are playing & you’re not. (sometimes you have to sit out. See percussions)
2.14.4.1.1. But how important those little cymbals are…Listen!
2.14.4.1.2. At the right time & in the right place it really makes the song. (they’re little but loud!)
2.14.4.2. Or, you guys are working hard & they are sitting & resting.
2.14.4.3. Remember also, thou shall not cover thy neighbors instruments! (Wow! That’s a brand-new 2002 Tenor Sax)

2.15. Conducting the Music!
2.16. The conductor must be in complete control.
2.17. Mr. Clark said stop…we’d better of stopped!
2.17.1. We need to simply follow the leader.
2.18. His Baton! (the wand, also called the rod)
2.18.1. All eyes on the Baton…Jesus!
2.18.2. Tap, Tap = ? (Attention!)
2.18.2.1. I remember once not paying attention. Next thing I knew Mr. Clark was 6” from my face just staring at me!
2.18.2.2. Q: Does the Lord need to “do something” in your marriage to get your attention…or are you sensitive to his tap tap?
2.18.3. Timing – It is ours to learn His timing!
2.18.4. Tempo! – This changes & good thing it does!
2.18.4.1. There is Allegro(a quick, lively tempo); Adagio(a slow tempo); Andante Cantabile(-blay)(calm w/a singing style); Vivace(Ve-va-che)( a lively or vivacious manner.); Dulce(Dulche)(Sweetly).
2.18.4.2. Q: How would you describe your marriage before this weekend? Presently?
2.18.4.3. Remember it should never stay the same all the time!

2.18.5. Bringing in other parts! – Ever watchful to your part! 
2.18.6. Your part doesn’t always sound right(National Anthem on Trombone)…It will when played together!
2.18.7. Be faithful to carrying your part!
2.18.7.1. I didn’t in band(I didn’t lean how to read music as 1st Trombone) I leaned on my friend.
2.18.7.2. Q: Do you lean on your spouse for your part? {Guys do you lean on her for the spiritual leading? Ladies are you too quick to pick up his instrument & start playing it if he won’t?}
2.18.8. Don’t be discouraged at the rests! – What is music w/o rests?
2.18.8.1. Music is always balanced with just the right amount of rests. {Imagine too many, or not enough?}

2.18.8.2. Q: How is your balance in serving & resting? Which side are you guys out of balance on?

2.19. The Finished Piece!
2.19.1. Watch out for Coda’s! (Alternative ending, or surprise ending)
2.19.2. You are going on in life & you run into a symbol that reads “To Coda” (+)
2.19.3. “Wait, I like that other ending” - “I’m comfortable with that other ending” - “This isn’t what we planned!”
2.19.4. I had friends that were pretty well financially set. They had their latter years pretty well laid out…when everything changed!
2.19.5. Oh, it’s great to plan! - But allow God to throw in His “Coda’s!”
2.19.6. “When the song is ended, the melody lingers on.” Meaning, when your marriage is over what will continue to reverberate in your children’s minds(or family’s/friends) regarding marriage?

2.19.7. “The woods would be very silent if no birds sang there except those who sang best.” (don’t give up on your imperfect marriage)

2.19.8. Never end on a minor key! (End strong!)


A bird doesn't sing because he has an answer-he sings because he has a song. Joan Anglund

As the music is, so are the people of the country. Turkish Proverb
Harmony = The study of the structuring, progression & relation of cords.
Take care of your instrument!
� John Ruskin





